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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 





The Caledonia, steamer arrived at Boston oa the 
22d with Liverpool dates to the 5th inst. after a rough 
passage via Halifax, with 41 passengers. 

The packet ship Sheridan arrived on the 17th, the 
Cambridge the 25th, and the George Washington the 
28th ult, the United States on the 2d March, and 
the England on the 3d; the Duchesse d’Orleans ar- 
rived at Havre 25th ult. after a passage of 15 days.— 
The Hibernia steamer, relieved great anxiety by her 
arrival on thh 18th ult having been detained by the 
ice in the Boston harbor beyond her due day, fears 
became intense—and their acknowledgment to the 
spirited Bostonians for cutting her out are in accor- 
dance. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 


Income and expenses, year ending 5th Jan. 1844. 








a SD 
Receipts, from indirect taxes 51,069,978 7 
from China 1,315,209 1 6 
from other sources 197,630 18 
52,582,819 10 2 
Exrenses charges on national debt 28,581,079 
army 5,997,701 
navy 6,606,056 
ordnance 1,910,701 
43,095,234 
The other charges are not stated. 
Amount of balance in exchequer Sth Jan- 
uary 1843, 1,390,059 
Do (thanks to the income tax) 5th Jan- 
uary 1744 4,771,601 
PaRLiaAMENT. .4 debate on the state of Ireland, which 


lasted nine days, was terminated on the 24th. The 
chief topic in the debate was the Irish church estab- 
lisment. On the ministerial side speeches were de- 
livered by Sir James Graham, Lord Stanley the so- 
licitor General, and Sir Robert Peal. On the oppo- 
site side Lord John Russel!;, Mr Macauley, Sir ‘Tho- 
mas Wilde, Mr Roebuck, Mr. Shiel, and Mr O’Con- 
nell’s whose speech is described as manly in feeling 
and dignified, and one that produced a marked and 
highly favorable impression for him. Upon the divi- 
sion of the house, the course of the ministry was sus- 
tained by a majority of 99, in a house of 549. 


American Affairs. New troops are under *draft” 
for the Canadas and Nova Scotia, anda reinforce- 
ment will reach those stations shortly. 


The English fleet on the north American and west 
Indian stations was to receive immediate reinforce- 
ments. Additional strength was also to be sent to 
South America, 


Oregon. A Loudon paper says. Mr. Everett is now 
in correspondence with Lord Stanley, the Colonial 
Secretary upon the Oregon territory question, The 
American minister has had several interviews with 
his lordship at the colonial office. 


The Liverpool Times of the 4th inst. has the fol- 
lowing: Her majesty’s government desirous vf prose- 
cuting with expedition the survey of the disputed 
territory between tie United States and the colonial 
possessions of her majesty in North America, has 
issued orders for the immediate employment of an 
par force of non-commissioned officers and 
men belonging to the Royal Sappers and Miners upon 

i Vol.— Sig. 6. ba 7 








this important duty, under the boundary commissioner, 
Col. Estcourt. They will be sent to the Oregon 
territory, to join those already employed on that 
service.” 

A strange but not uncommon blunder (remarks the 
N. ¥. Commercial) is manifest in this paragraph.— 
The survey referred to is thatof the North Eastern 
boundary—betwen Maine and New Brunswick—un- 
der the treaty of Washington. ‘There is no commis- 
sion engaged in surveying any where near the Oregon 
territory, and the Liverpoo! editor has sent his de- 
tachment same thousands of miles out of the way. 


Questions were put to the ministers in both houses 
of parliament, as to the instructions given to their 
cruisers upon the African coast, in relation Co ascer- 
taining character of vessels sailing under the Ame- 
rican flag. ‘Their reply was eautious, and a request 
that the enquiry should not be urged. 

IRELAND. 

Srare Triats. On the 25th day of the trial, the 
jury returned verdicts of guilty against O'Connell and 
his associates. The court deterred sentence until 
next term. O’Connell addressed a note to the Catho- 
lic prelates, urging them to use their influence in 
preserving all quiet, and also an address to the peo- 
ple of Ireiand, imploring themto keep within the 
jaw, continue agitation for repeal without intermis- 
sion, and pledging himself thatif they would, an 
Irish parliament would meet on College Green in 
six, or at farthest intwelve months. ‘{he people re- 
mained passive and O’Connell proceeded tu Eugland 
and took his seat in pariiament. ‘T'here is mucn dis- 
puting in the English papers, whether sentence will 
ve passed on the meeting of the court. Many main- 


cient triumph for the government, and assert that 
Lord Wellington is in iavor of the royal clemency 
being extendea. O’Connell announces that he wii 
appeal from the decision of the court, to the higher 
triounal, and if necessary, from that to the House 
of Lords. 


Arms and ammunition are sent to all the garrisons 
in Ireland, and armed steamers are constantly cruis- 
ing on the coast. The Orangemen, who did, or 
pretended to dissolve their institutions in 1834, have 
begur to organize again. A meeting was held at 
Cuieraine on the 12th, attended by representatives of 
10,000 Orangemen in Antrim and Derry.—All the 
proprietors of newspapers who had been members of 
the repeal association have withdrawn from ihat bo- 
dy, in consequenee of the doctrine asserted by the 
verdict on the state trial, that every member of the 
repeal association was responsible Jor all the pubii- 
cations of the newspapers, whose proprietors were 
members of that association. ‘The meetings of the 
repeal associations continued, at which matters con- 
nected with the trials were fully discussed. ‘I'he as- 
sociation have suppressed not only the arbitration 
courts, but also the distribution of repeal journals, 
and they caution agitators to “confine themselves to 
strictly legal channels and no other.” 

FRANCE, 

Operations in the Pacific. The news of Admiral Du- 
petit Thouars’ measures at Tahiti, fell like a bomb 
in the midst of the Paris press and chambers. One 
week was entirely absorbed by it. The opposition 
had organized, and the ministry were in imminent pe- 
ril. ‘bie subject was opened in the chambers the 
lust day of February, and with such effect, that on 
that evening the impression was general that the min- 
isters would be overwhelmed. ‘They rallied un the 
ist inst. and Guizot, by a most spirited appeal and 
exhibit, carried a clear majority, 233 to ls7. The 
question as presented, partook of the Catholic versus 
the Protestant operations, and was understood by all 


lands were persisted in. 


tions went oyer, tha: had been calculated on. ‘Th 
ministers are cunsidered as succumbing. 
MEXICO. 


received. ‘Ihey coniained accou'its of the final ad- 





tain that the moral influence of a verdict is a suffi- ; 


parties to invoive not only a change of ministry, but | 
a war with England, deemed inevitable, if the as- 
sumption of French authority over the Pacific Is- 
‘| he opposition hesitated to | 
assume such a responsibility, and considerable sec- | 








was celebrated on the 26th of January, with every 
demonstration of joy. 

In relation to Texas, the Diario of the 26th of 
January says: ‘‘The negotiations with the Texian 
commissioners, though they have been in some way 
or other interrupted, can yetgo on, upon the footing 
which the Supreme Government has marked out, 
regard being had all the while to the rights, the 
reputation, and the just advantage of the nation.— 
Thus far, hostilities have not been renewed; for these 
will depend upon the acceptance or refusal of the 
terms which have been offered.” 

Among the documents in their original tongue, 
belonging to the Mexican protest of last November 
against the annexation of Texas to the United States 
(published in the original tongue in the Mexican 
papers, ),is the following paragraph in the Instructions 
from Mr. Bocanegra, to Gen. ALmonrs. 

“The settlers in Texas, admitted there by the lib. 
eral confidence only of the Mexican nation, were 
generously received and kindly treated. Neverthe- 
less, underone pretence or another, they speedily 
revolted; but with the motive and purpose only (as is 
known to all)of filching that territory from {its right. 
ful possessors. ‘Towards Mexico, they never have 
Jost the character of subjects, nor they (citizens all 
of the United States) who gathered in to the and of 
the rebellion, that of mere adventurers. If at pres- 
ent there be a party in Texas which strives to brine 
about its incorporation with the United States it 
is not from any change in their situation, nor any 
new titles they have acquired to a separation from 
the country on which they of right depend, but plain- 
ly from the experience of their own notorious inca- 
pacity to form and constitute an independent Goy- 
‘ernment. Sitting out with these deep convictions 
his excellancy the Provisional President feels him 
self bound to hinder an aggression, such as this will 
'be, unexampled in the annals of the world, from be- 
ing consummated; and were it indispensable that the 
Mexican nation should seek even through the disas- 
ters of war the safety of its rights, it must make that 
last appeal to the Most High, to Justice, and to its 
own courage.”’ 

Manuracrores. Inthe Districtor State of Du- 
rango, Mexico, there are thirty-one cotton factories. 
They were got up principally by emigrants from 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, atthe head of 
which is Puiuip Tittinenast, of Providence, Rhode 
Island. ‘The factories are operated by native A- 
mericans. 





THXAS,. 

Treaty with Mexico. Galveston papers to the 17th 
inst. have been received at N. Orleans.—The Civi- 
lian states, that the commissioners to Mexico are dai- 
ly expected toreturn. ‘4n .4rinistic has, we have no 
doubt, been established.” ‘The fear that a part of the 
territory claimed by Texas might be ceded, is pro- 
nounced wholly groundless.—The boundary is to be 
adjusted in the final negotiation for peace. ‘What- 
ever may be the precise terms of the arrange:meut 
entered into at present, we have great countidence 
that permanent peace will be the result. Since the 
beginning of the armistice in June we have regarded 


the war as at an end, and every day strengthens the 
conviction.” 


The same paper speaks of the condition and pros- 
pects of Texas as every way encouraging;—business 
brisk—seasons delightiul—crops promising. ‘We 
do not believe that there is a more satisfied and hap- 
py people on earth than those of Texas.” 
| ANNEXATION. The Galveston News, says “We 
‘believe, should the project of annexation not be con- 
|summated soon, we shall be inclined to play the part 
of some others, and say: Texas don’t want annexa- 
tion no how, and didn’t from the first. The fact is, 
the prospects of the country are becoming every day 
‘more flattering. Within the past four or five days 
‘no less than as many foreign vessels have arrived, 
the most of them filled with emigrants. A day or 
'twu ago we announced the arrival of a brig trom 





e| Antwerp with one hundred and thirty-six emigrants; 


there is now another outside from A.nsterdam with 
one hundred and fifty; and we learn that others are 


City of Mexico papers to the 17th of February are! daily expected. ‘Ihe country is certainly going 


‘ahead, and, could the difficulties which have hither- 


justment of thew iate uifficuities with England, and | to existed be settled in some manner, so as to give a 
the ratification of the convention with Yucatan, by | prospect of permanent peace, ne doubt could be en- 
which peace is restored The new compact with | tertaived of the immediate prosperity and rapid ad- 
that section is bailed with approbation. The reunion vancement of the country.’ . 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


THs WHEW SBCRETARY OF NAVY. 
The fon, Joun Y. Mason, reach ed Washington 


on the 24th and on the 25th assumed the duties of 
ofce. 








THE NEW SECRETARY OF STATE. 
The Hon. Jonn C. Catnowun, the Madisonian states, 
‘‘as promptly accepted the appointment, as it was 
tendered”—nine days elapsed between the mailing 
of the official appointment, and his reception of it. 

The New York Republic, thus notices it. 

‘‘No event that has taken place in political life for 
some years past has relieved us from a greater weight 
of anxiety and incertitude than the appointment of 
Mr. Calhoun. We place the fullest confidence in his 
singleness of purpose and firmness of character—he 
is too high-minded and patriotic to sacrifice in any- 
thing the honor or the interest of his country—he is 
too philanthropic and humane to allow the mere 
suggestions of vanity or the ties of party to plunge 
ihe country into the horrors and embarrassment of 
war. His great wisdom and experience in political 
offairs will not only be found useful on this, but on 
inany other questions which nearly effeet our domes- 
tic interests. .We congratulate the government on 
the prudence of the choice it has made, and the coun- 
try on the evils it is saved from.” 

The Washington Spectator, thus announces and con- 
siders the nomination: 

“Ur. Calhoun Secretary of State. Mr. Calhoun’s 
name was sent in to-day by the President of the United 
States to the senate for their confirmation for the office 
of secretary of state. Ofcourse Mr. Calhoun has 
not been consulted upon the matter—the distance of 
iis abode rendering it impossible for any communi 
cation from him to be received; but doubtless the pre- 
sident, relying on the position in which the country 


is placed inits foreign relations, infers that the ap 
pointment will be accepted by him. 
“That there are many and great difficulties with 
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Calhoun’s views with regard to the immediate occu- 
pation of Oregon—all. know and feel that the honor 
of the country is safe in his hands. To prudence and 
unyielding firmness, he adds discretion, that great vir- 
tue ina statesman. The appointment was confirmed 
instanter, all ordinary rules dispensed with, the senate 
without distinction of party, having eome to the con- 
clusion that such a man, at such a time, would be of 
all others the one to fill that dignified and responsi- 
ble station. 

The Columbia South Carelinian, says “the nomina- 
tion has taken every one by surprise, yet the press 
seems as unanimous in favor of it, as the senate; and 
we sincerely hope Mr. Calhoun may decide to accept 
it, for if he does so, desirous as he is of retirement, 
and without any conceivable personal motive to de- 
sire the office, it can only be with a strong, disinte- 
rested, self-sacrificing hope of being of service to the 
country, in the settlement of the great questions at 
issue. Elevated as is his character and fame, the of- 
fice can add nothing to either, and the remaining por- 
tion of the term is too short to enable him to effect 
anything in it of the government reform so desirabie 
tu himself and his political friends. The negotiations 
to be opened with Great Britain, ore beset with too 
many serious difficulties, and involye too much of 
personal responsibility, to render the management of 
them desirable to any one. This, however, will not 
deter Mr. Calhoun from undertaking them, if he be- 
lieves he can be of service; and if he does undertake 
them, the very act itself, evidently free from any sel- 
fish motive, combined wth his great experience and 
wisdom, and thorough understanding of the questions 
at issue, will at once give to the country great hope 
of success. May the Almighty Disposer of Events, 
in whom he has ever trusted, and who has ever 
strengthened and sustained him in doubt or difficulty, 
guide and direct him now, both as to the appointment 
itself, and its great duties, if he accepts it!” 

3[ >It is ascertained that Mr. Calhoun accepts the 
appointment, and will be at Washington in a few 
days to take charge of the department of state. Some 





foreign nations, no one can doubt. If Mr. Calhoun 
believes that his agency is necessary to adjust them, 
snd hopes that they can be adjusted by him, we _be- 
lieve he will accept the office—for such a time, at 
jcast, as shall be necessary to test his ability to 
settle them. Butrif,on the contrary, he supposes 
that either they are not of any pressing emergency, 
or that his services are not necessary for their right 

justment, he will not leave his retirement. The 
position itselfat his time of life, with the distinguish- 
ed stations he has already occupied, can give no 

mor; and nothing but a stern sense of public duty 

ill induce him to assume it. The Oregon question 
ve cannot believe to be capable of any settlement by 
wreaty; and therefore, neither honor nor usefulness 
will probably accompany any efforts for this purpose. 
ec feeling of the west, as developed in congress, 
il! have the whole of that territory or none; and of 
course there is noroom for treaty, which always im- 
lies conflicting rights. ‘To satisfy those chietly in- 
t rested—the west—we do not deem possible, unless} 
(ireat Britain will surrender all her pretens‘ons; of | 
course, therefore, any treaty conciuded concerning | 
Ovegon, will, with the west, damn any statesman who 


ne 





makesit. We think our title pretty clear, that is, 
cording to European notions of the right of civi- 


lized nations to take possession of mere barbarous na- 
tions and appropriate them, men and territory, to 
their special bevefit. Admitting that because a na- 
tion is civilized and chrisUianized, ithas a right to send 

ship or a dozen men, and claim an empire inhubit- 
ed by weabe~ and more barbarous nations, not only | 
vrainst these nations, but also against all other civi- 
lized nations—why, we have a capital title. 

“We shall be very glad if Mr. Calhoun, or any 
body else, can adjust this question to our entire satis- | 
faction. But we are a land-bitten people, and we fear | 
we love excitement, perhaps war, more than peace. 

“We had written thus far, when we were inform- | 
ed that Mr. Calthoun’s nomination, without the usual | 
reference to a committee, was confirmed instantane- | 
ously and unanimously by the senate on its presenta- | 
tion. if one man in this Union is inadequate to sive) 
the country from any evil, we helteve it to be this old, 
wise, long-tried statesman. ‘The country, we are sa 
tisfied, will rejoice, should he accept the appoint-| 
ment.” 

‘The Washington correspondent of the Charleston | 
Mercury, wr.tes to the editor of thatrepreesctit Vo ot 


Mr. Culboun’s friends: “Never since you did me the | 





| 
| 


| 


} 


honor to retain me as your correspondent, have |} 


ever communicated with so much heartfelt satisfac-| 
tion any intelligence asthe above. The who’e matter 
was so ullerly unexpected, that it took us all aback 
as the sailors say. ‘The question is, will Mr. Calhoun 
accept! Lenswerunhesitatingly that he ought. ‘The 
whole country with one voice calls for his services 
ai luis particular jguncluic. Whatever may be Mir. 


accounts say that he does so with the express under- 
standing that, at the termination of the pending nego- 
liations alluded to above, he shall be at liberty to 
retire. 

A “large and enthusiastic” meeting of the cilizens 
of Charleston and Charleston Neck, S. C., was held 
on the 25th inst., the mayor of the city presiding, 


convened for the purpose of taking suitable measures | 


for the reception and entertainment of Mr. Calhoun, 
on his arrival there, en rowle to the city of Washing- 
ton. Resolutions highly approving ‘that spirit of 
self-surrender at the call of patriotism, which have 
maiked every portion of his long and valuable pub 
ic life’? were adopted, and a committee of one hun- 
dred was appointed tojmake the proper arrangements. 
Mr. Calhoun reached Charleston on ‘Tuesday and was 
greeted accordingly, but he declined tendered civili- 
lies, as his duties hurried him on to Washington, 
where he arrived on Friday. 

A resolution proposed by Mr. Evans, was amen- 
ded so as to fix upon the 27th of May, as the day 
on which to close the session, and in that form it 
passed the senate, withoul a division, andis now to 
be acted on in the House. 





NWATICHNAL INSTiTuTs CCNVEN- 
TIGN. 

Arrangements have been made upon an extensive 
scale, and public notice given of a meeting of the 
friends of the National Institute , to commence at 
the city of Washington on the Istof April, and con- 
tinue at least during that week. A procession will 
be formed at 10 A. M. on Monday next, from the 
Treasury, to procced to Church. Discourse.s will 


be delivered daily al ll o'clock. The President of the | 


United States is expected to preside, and Ladies, 
Foreign Ministers, Members of Congress,Public of- 
ficers. The Hon. R. Y. Waiker, is to deliver the 
opening discourse. The New York Flistorical So- 
ciety have appointed a large delegation to atiend 
one of whom is the venerable Atpert GALLATIN. 


CORRESPONDER CE. 


The following correspondence, consequent upon 


the passage of the bill to which it relates, belongs to 


the tistory of the measure, and ts, therefore given to 
the public as a matter of general interest 
| Wadisonian. 
Letter from the President of the United States to 
General Jackson. 
Wasuineton, Feb. 16, 1844. 


Dear Sir: I take great }leasure in enclosing a’ 


copy of the act for your relief fom the fine im- 
posed by Judge Hall, which passed the two houses, 
and was approved by myself on the same instant that 
the commiitee presevied it tome. Strongly impress- 
ed with the Justice of the nieasure, I did not hesi- 
tate, in my annual message at the opening of the last 
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session of Congress, to urge it upon that body; and jt 
has afforded me no ordinary satisfaction to affix to it 
my approval. 

Permit me, my dear sir, to present you my cordi- 
al congratulations at this act of Justice, and this 
new proof of the high estimate which your country 
places upon your valuable services at a time wher 
the stoutest hearts entertained serious apprehension 
for the safety of New Orleans. Nothing is now left 
upon her judicial records to sully in any degree the 
glory of the memorable defence of that city. Tha: 
, you may live long to enjoy the constantly increasing 
tekens of public esteem, is my sincere prayer. 4 

I renew to you, assurances of my highest respect 

JOHN TYLER. 


LETTER FROM GEN. JACKSON, IN REPLY, 
’ Flermitage, Feb. 17, 1844. 

My Dear Sir: Although greately affleted and de 
| bilitated, so that Iecan scarcely wield my pen, I car- 
not forego an atlempt to acknowledge the receipt of 
your very kind letter of the 16th instant, which is re- 
ceived and now before me, with the copy of the act 
which passed the two houses of Congress, and was 
‘so proimptiy approved by you, restoring the unjust 
fine imposed by Judge Hall. The kind. expression 
you have been pleased to employ in conveying them, 
receives, as it deserves, a tender of my grateful 
thanks. 

I feel grateful to my country for the unsolicited 
appeal to Congress to perform this act of justice to 
me. I feel grateful to you, sir, for your bringing to 
the notice of Congress, in your official message, the 
justice of removing the stain upon my character by 
the imposition of the unjust fine, for using the means 
in my power to defend the city of New Orleans, by 
deciaring martial law, which the Judge, when declarcd, 
approved with uplifted hands, saying. ‘Now the 
country may be saved—without it, it was lost.” And 
for this act, the Judge, sitting in his own cause, and 
refusing to hear my defence, tendered under his own 
rule, imposed this fine. 








I feel grateful to Congress for removing this un- 
just imputation on my memory, by the passage of the 
act you have enclosed me, and with these grateful 
feelings; lam now prepared to go hence whenever 
an all-wise Providence may will it, without regrets 
of any kind, but with overflowing gratitude to the 
| American people for the generous support they have 
yielded me through all the official stations to which 
they have been pleased to cal] me. 

I have just received from that faithful and trust 
worthey officer of yours, McClintock Young, his 
letter of the 17th, and one from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, advising me that the amount of the fine, 
&ec., would be remitted to me at Nashville, so soon 
as the warrant passes the usual form. For this evi- 
dence of your kindness, | again thank you. 

Very respectfully, I remain your most odedient 
servant ANDREW JACKSON. 





A NEW EXPLOSIvs POw=nR. 

The London Times, gives an account of what they 
calla new and certainly a mosttremendous missile, 
now undergoing investigation by an ordnance board, 
probably something of the character of those we 
have had indistinct accounts of having been partially 
tested from time to time in this country by some ol 
|our authorities. If tue statement of the Times is 
‘correct, they must have acquired a method of ren- 
dering the material less dangerous in handling, and 
more tangible than ours was supposed to be. 

‘‘So periectly harmless is this extraordinary agent, 
| except under the conditions which are neccessary to 
'oring its occult powers into action, that the balls 
may be carried about in the pocket, or conveyed from 
place to place, in any numbers, in boxes or barrels, 
without the slightest danger; it may even be cast 
down with any force, upon iron or stone, and no 
other effect be produced than if the ball itself were 
a solid mass of stone or iron. The form of this tre- 
mendous missile is globular; the size of it regulated 
to the propose for which it is to be employed. It 
may be propelled from a musket, a cannon, or & bomb, 
and may be thrown with the same precision as com- 
mon bails or shells.” 

Several series of experimental tests have been 
conducted before the master general of the board ci 
ordnance and his associates, each exceeding the 
former in the force opposed to the explosive power, 
and with the most decided success, both as to tlie 
destructive energies and precision as to time and 
place, when and where the effects were to be acconi- 
plished. ‘The board have ordered a structure to be 
erected in the Woolwich Marshes, which is o be per- 
feetly indestructible by any of the ordinary missiles; 
in order to make a final test of the efficiency of the 
ihe new agent, which it is confidently assertce Is 
dbout to make as striking a revolution in the art of 
war, as did the discovery uf gun powder. 
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O’CONNEL’S SPEECH. 


Independent of the interest which the position of 
Repeal champion, and his associates, gives to the 
state trials, the fund of infermation which the 
orator has thrown into his defence, in relation to Irish 
trade, if no political points were at issue, would in- 
duce usto make large extracts from the speech. 
After spending time in selecting, we finally came to 
the conclusion that notwithstanding the length of 
the defence, our readers would be best accommoda- 
ted by inserting it entire. It is the product of a 
master mind, upona subject which now agitates the 
British Empire, ann gives us a more distinct view of 
many features of the question heretofore imperfectly 
if at all distinguished on this side of the ocean.— 
Notwithstanding the miraculous quiet that continue 
to be preserved in the midst of agitation, this affair 
may possibly yet lead to vast events. 





STATES OF THE UNION. 
New Hampsuire. The annual election took place 
on the 12th inst. For governor there were four can- 
didates,—STeece, the regularly nominated Van Bu- 
ren, or, a3 Known during the canvass by the appella- 
tion of the radical candidate, is elected, —Wuite was | 
the conservative loco candidate, supported by the 
Jsaac Hill party,—Hoir was the abolition candidate, 
and Cotsy the whig candidate. Attempts were made 
at the commencement of the canvass to unite the 
three latter upon a single candidate, in order to af- 
ford some chance of defeating the regular V. B. nom- 
ination, but the parties could not agree, and there 
was of course no hope for either of them. At Ports- 
mouth a union was effected between the anti-radicals 
and the whigs, and their candidates succeeded by 
heavy majorities. There, Steele obtained but 184 
voltes,—against him 735, and the anti radical condi- 
date for senator is elected by a large majority. 
The legislature will be as decided as the last, the 


radicals having nearly ail the senators, and a majo- 
rity of 30 in the house. 





CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION. 


Massacuusetts ano Virginia. Resolutions propos- 





ing an amendment to the constitution of the United 
States, in accordance with the provisions of said con- 
stitution, where it specifics the manner in which 
amendments to that instrument are to be effected, 


lJatures of Massachsetts; first, when the Van Buren 
party were in majority in said legislature, and again 
at the lute session, when the whigs were in majority. 
These resolutions were officially forwarded to each 
house of congress, and to the executives of each of 
the states, with a request that they should be laid be- 
fore the respective legislatures. ‘The legislature of 
Virginia, on the subject being communicated to them, 
adopted certain resolutions, which were inserted in 
this Register on page 31, and the resolutions 
which had been adopted by Massachusetts, were re 
turned to the governor of that state by the governor 
vf Virginia, and were received by him a day or two 
before the legislature closed their session, whereup- 
on he forthwith transmitted to both houses the fol- 
lowing: 

Governor's message. The secretary came in, 
and laid before the senate the following message, in 
writing, from his exceilency the governor: 

To the senate— 

_ [have received a printed communication, purport- 
ing to be from the govervor of the state of Virginia, 
forwarding a copy of resolutions passed by the gene- 
ral assembly of that state, on the 15th of February 
last, on the subject of resolves passed by the legisla- 
ture of this commonwealth on the 16th day of Janu- 
ary, proposing so to amend the constitution of the 
United States, as that representatives and direct tax- 
ation shall be apportioned among the several states, 
which are or may be included within this Union, ac- 
cording to their respective nunbers of {rce persons, 
excluding Indians not taxed. 

With the above named resolutions, in obedience to 
the fourth in the series, the resolves of this common- 
wealth, with the letter of the secretary accompany 
ing them, are returned to the governor of Massachu- 
setts. ‘The resolutions of Virginia are not authenti- 
cated in the manner usual in such communications. 

rhese proceedings, on the part of the general as- 
« mbly of Virginia, are,as far as | know, without a pre 
cedent in the correspondence between the states of 
this Union. 

The resolves of this commonwealth, above refer- 
red to, with a verbal alteration, have been passed by 
two successive legislatures, with great unanimity.— 
hey propose, in a respectful and constitutional man- 
ner, au amendment to the constitution of the U. States. 

Ihe manner in which they have been treated by 
the government of Virginia, demands your prompt 
aud careful considerativn. 








While I am persuaded that the legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts will, under no circumstances, forget or 
disregard that courtesy and decorum which should 
always mark the conduct of the members of this 
confederacy towards cach other, I trust they will, on 
this occasion, maintain the ground, which they have 
deliberately taken, with that manliness and dignity 
that become the representatives of an enlightened 
and independent people. 

I herewith transmit the papers, for the further in- 
formation of the legislature. 

GEORGE N. BRIGGS 

Council Chamber, March 14, 1844. 

The message, after a brief discussion, was refer- 
red to a joint committee of both houses. 

On the 15th inst. in the senate, 

Mr. Child, from the special joint committee to 
whom was referred the message of the governor, of 
yesterday, and the accompanying resolutions from 
the state of Virginia, reported the following pream- 
ble and resolves: 

Whereas—The legislature of this commonwealth, 
on the 16th day of January last, did unanimously pass 
certain resolves, recommending an amendment of the 
constitution of the United States, so as to apportion 
representatives in congress and direct taxes among 
the several states, according to their respective num- 
bers of free persons, copies of which resolves, agree- 
ably to the terms thereof, were sent by his excellen- 
cy the governor to the president of the United States 
and to the governors of the several states; and, where- 
as, the general assembly of Virginia has seen fit, in 
a form unusual in the intercourse between the seve- 
ral states of this Union, to cause the copy of the said 
resolves, which was sent to the executive of that 
state, to be returned to his excellency the governor, 
accompanied by the following preamble and resolu- 
lions. 

{Here follow the Virginia resolves. See page 30 ] 

Now, therefore, Resolved, That the said resolves of 


the legislature of this commonwealth do express the 
deliberate sentiments of the people of Massachusetts; 





—that they do, in truth and in good faith, propose an 
amendment of the constitution of the United States; 
that so far from containing a proposition virtually to | 
dissolve the Union, they assert a principle which is | 
essential to its stability and permanence; and to the 
assertion and maintenance of which, in every con- 
stitutional way, the people of Massachusetts will al- 
ways hereafter, as they now do, firmly and consci- 
entiously adhere. 

Resolved, ‘That the fifth article of the constitution 
of the United States, by which a mode is provided 
for the amendment of that instrument, with but a 
single restriction as to the subject of such amend- 
nent, does thereby recognize the right of the peo- 
ple, at their pleasure, to alter any or all of the terms | 
and conditions, with the exceptions aforesaid, upon 
which their Union was formed; and that the said ar- 
ticle, by excepting the proportion of direct taxes 
from alteration prior to the year eighteen hundred 
and eight, does thereby expressly adinit the right of 
the people, by an amendment of the constitution, to 
change the basis of the apportionment ofsuch taxes, 
after the said year eighteen hundred and eight, as is 
proposed by the said resolves of the legislature of 
this commonwealth, 


Resolved, That while we look back with great sa- 
tisfaction ‘‘to those perivds of our history, when 
Massachusetts and Virginia co-operated so cordially, 
zealously, and effectively, in achieving our indepen- 
dence, and securing it by the adoption of our fede- 
ral constitution,” it is our highest pleasure to believe, 
that Massachusetts, from that time to the present, in 
her laws and institutions, has asserted and illustrated 
the great truths of the declaration of independence. 


Resolved, That this legislature cannot but regard 
the return of their resolves by the general assembly 
of Vieginia, as without precedent in the correspou- 
dence between the states of this Union; that the spi- 
rit manifested in this proceeding is in derogation of 
the rights and independence of a sovereign state; and 
is a violation of that courtesy which oughtever to 
characterize the intercourse between the diiferent 
states of a confederate republic. 


Resolved, That the governor of this commonwealth 
be and he is hereby requested, to communicate copies 
of the foregoing preamble and resolves to the gover- 
nors of the several states, with the request that they 
may be laid before their reapective legislatures. 

Mr. Park suggested whether it would not be bet- 
ter to amend the last resolve, so as toexclude sending 
a copy to Virginia. She had grossly insulted us, and 
he did not wish to give her an opportunity to do it 
again. 

Mr. Child said that the committee wished to give 
the same destination to these resolves as all others, 
and to conform to the dignified course we have al- 


— 


——— 


Mr. Strong observed, that the feelings of the sc- 
nator from Suffolk (Mr. Park) were very natural in 
individuals, both in private and public capacities, to 
return insult for insult. But upon due consideration 
it is not well to do so, and the true course is to re- 
turn for insult civil and courteous treatment. If the 
course suggested is adopted, does not Massachusetts 
do the same as we condemn in Virginia? Virginia 
has disgraced herself. Shall we doso? No! Let 
her stand alone in the glory she has obtained by this 
act. 

Mr. Lincoln said that he confessed he was gratified 
with the disposition made of the message yesterday, 
and the report to-day was a deliberate and dispas- 
sionate one. Sir, it is highly acceptable. He re- 
joiced in the temper in which the resolves treated 
the indignity offered to this commonwealth, by the 
state that was the mother of the patriot of his coun- 
try, and he might add the mother of presidents.— 
She had forgotten what was due to a sister state.— 
The proposition of Massachusetts was a grave one, 
and proposed with due regard to the principle of the 
compromise, was respectfully urged and was worthy 
of their most serious attention. It proposed what 
the constitution of the United States contemplated, 
and was 1n the very spirit of the compromise. Whet 
Massachusetts asked was reasonab!e, and she shou'd 
never cease to raise his voice, at all seasonable times, 
in favor of its accomplishment. What Virginia had 
done would reflect discredit on herself, instead of on 
our own state. He would send them the resolves, 
and leave them to their good sense to retrace their 
steps. 

Mr. Hathaway proposed to strike out the last sen- 
tence in the first resolution, which asserts that the 
people will adhere to the position. 

This gave rise toa debate of some length. The 
amendment was finally withdrawn, and the resolu- 
tions as reported, were passed by ayes and nays— 
ayes 38, nays none. 

In the house of representatives the same report was 
from made the joint committee, and was similarly 
alopted. 


The legislature closed its session on the 16th inst. 
The unanimous thanks of the house having been ten- 
dered to the speaker, Samuel H. Walley, jr., for the 
performance of the duties, that gentleman returning 
his thanks, observed: ‘I value it the more highly, as 
it is the suggestion of one who is accustomed to dif- 
fer widely with me on leading political questions.— 
We may well congratulate each other upon the re- 
sults of this session. It will be known hereafter as 
the working session. More subjects have been con- 
sidered and acted upon, I honestly believe, by this le- 
gislature, than by any one which has preceded them, 
in the same length of time. Itis true that but few 
important changes have been made in the general 
aws of the commonwealth; this is well. Stability 
and permanency, in statute Jaws, affecting, as they 
do the rights and interests of the whole community, 
are of the utmost importance, and cannot be over- 
valued. 

After touching on the local business the speaker 
continued— 

«This session has bzen distinguished by the charac- 
ter and manner of the debates. Party names and 
warfare have been nearly excluded from our discus- 
sions. The debates have been conducted with an 
unusual degree of brevity, good temper, and perti- 
nency. ‘The subjects of discussion have been almost 
exclusively of matters relating to our own affairs as 
a state; and the two important exceptions to this re- 
matk, relate to the proposed annexation of Texas, 
and an amendment to the constitution of the United 
States. 

In relation to the former of these, Massachusetts 
feels a deep and lively interest, and, without regard 
to party distinction, she wishes solemnly to protest, 
as well she may, against so ruinous a measure. 

As to the proposed amendment of the United States 
constitution, this state makes no threat, nor seeks to 
interfere with the rights of any other state; but she 
asks, as the constitution allows her to do, whether 
the’ proposed amendment ought not, in justice to the 
rights of non slaveholding states, to be made? She 
submits the decision of the question to the constitu- 
tional tribunal.” 





Massacuvusetrs —4 Legislator. The Senate was 
indebted yesterday for a hearty laugh, to the gentle- 
man who had previously informed members that 
Louis Philippe was ason of Napoleon. Dr. Gard- 
ner, of Bristol, the Chairman of the Committee on 
Education, was thig erudite individual. In the 
course of the debater the agricultural resolutions 
which he had intr ed, the subject of the duty 
upon imported soft soap was brought into notice, 
and Dr. Gardner stated thatthe duty on this articiv 
was fiity cents per pound. He was corrected by 





ways pursued. 





several senators, and among others by Mr. Liyer.nore, 
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of Middlesex, who stated that the duty on the article her in her exigency, but who have, as we apprehend, of the state, a iri a ac 
was fifty cents a barrel. Dr. Gardner was highly mistaken the direction which should be taken.— | share of the eke Bag ps ageres | “aly acco 
incensed at the contradiction and appealed to the | Nothing could be suggested more unwise,—not to prosperity could be looked for. tern: 
tariff itself, from which he quoted the provision es-| say unbecoming,—on the part of the state, than to This union of interesis however, was not main- from 
tablishing the duty on soft soap at cn , cents per bar- | parade i promise of resuming payment on any given | tained without imminent risk. No one project for gate: 
rel. “Now,” said the Doctor, “if bbl. does not} day. e rs that point fairly tested in the case of| improvement could obtain a majority. If one only any : 
mean pound, I will thank some gentleman to tell me the banks, from whom such a publication would have | could have been selected, and all the energies of the mer’ 
what it does mean!” A general roar from all parts of} been much more in place, than from a government. | state concentrated first to its accomplishment, ihe T! 
the board was the response to this inquiry, under cov- The uncertainty was not as great even, in their) resources and credit of the state would have been the | 
er of which the head of the committee on education | case, as to the period it might be in their power to | ample for its completion in far less time, and it would thei 
sat down, without insisting on the information he | resume with safety, as in the case of the state. In| have cost perhaps little over half of what, by pro- ot 
had requested. {Boston Courier. either case, it could only be adopted asa parade of| crastination, accumulating interest, everlasting dis. for t 
onpey ig ane if not sustained, the disgrace to the | putes, deprivation of credit, and the harpies of the warl 
Pennsyivanta. Gubenatorial convention. The fol-| state would be much the most sensibly felt. ‘The | law and the stocks, have made our works cost us, so not | 
lowing exhibits the vote on each ballot for a_candi-| obvious course which common sense dictates, anc | faras they are done. Every one knew that to com. the § 
date for governor, in the whig convention at Harris- | common usage approves, is for the state to take ef-| mence and complete one of the improvements at a ture 
burg on the 5th inst. fectual measures to resume,—and so soon as those| time, would be the wisest and the safest course, and plics 
12 3 4 5 6 7 8 91011) resources are in hand, actually to resume. And this | hence for a long time that course was urged; urged spec 
Gen. J. Markle, 37 42 43 42 39 41 51 50 52 55 59| is the course which the legislature adopted. We/ over and over again, year after year. It was all idle poh 
Gen. J. Irvin, 32 48 50 50 50 52 52 52 53 53 55 | have already ascertained that some of the counties | effort. asse 
John Banks, 37 37 39 40 39 38 29 29 28 25 19| that had not paid their taxes, are taking measures! The alternative, and the only alternative was to liev 
G. W. Toland, 2006112 under the new enactments, with a view to collecting | stand still and see the state deprived by more enter- ree 
Chester Butler, 4 the taxes, and it is believed that all of them will,| prising states, of that trade she had the best chance of ( 
Ner Middleswarth, 3 and that the Jaws will now be carried into operation | of obtaining, and to sink at once into comparative hesi 
James Cvoper, 3211 in good faith. insignificance,—or to risk undertaking a number of etal 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22) The expedients which have been urged by some, | heavy jobs at once. imp 
Gen. J. Markle, 43 38 37 39 37 58 55 61 56 52 69/ of arresting the settled policy of the state in relation} ~The legislature hesitated. It was a Herculean un- a 
Gen. J. Irvin, 53 55 55 55 55.57 57 59 60 62 64 to its system of education,—or of interrupting and|dertaking. They finally adjourned, with the ex- ty, | 
John Banks, 36 40 38 35 28 2517111517 deranging materially the customary resources from | press view of submitting the question to the people. wht 
James Cooper, 1 31121414141 which the other current expenses of the government | The length and breadth of the subject was fairly and ne 
T. M. T. M’Kennan, 1 > derived, in order to meet the payment of interest | fully canvassed. It was a day of daring enterprize the 
em ; or a short time upon the internal improvement debt, | every where, and Maryland, partaking of the spirit and 
Marytanp. State Debt.—State Credit. We regret | We decidedly disapprove, because it would be done | of the times undertook too much at once. Yet if it the 
to notice the public press very generally remarking, at a heavy sacrifice, —would be but a temporary and | had not been for the universal prostration of public pac 
that the legislature of Maryland had closed its ses-| Very insuificient resort,—would be exceedingly un-| and private credit throughout the country—and the pre 
sion without making any provisions for resuming palatable to a large proportion of the people of the | general wreck which intervened, arriving at the mo- pen 
payment upon the interest of the state debt. This is state,—and withall, would be to certain portions of| ment when the principal part of the expenditures = 
calculated to deceive. It ought to be known, for the | the state, very iniquitous and unfair. The conclu-| for the works had been encountered, the interest 8 
credit of the state, that the legislature has not waited | $100. of the legislature upon these points, was be-| upon those expenditures having to be provided for, prs 
to this period to adopt Jaws with a view to the pay-| Coming and proper. The condition of the state} and yet, the works unavailing because not quite fin- oF 
ment alluded to. Two years ago, laws were enacted required no such temporising expedients, all of which, | ished,—but for this unfortunate predicament of af- ri 
for levying taxes, the product of which, it was sup-_ if carried out, we verily believe, would have failed to| fairs, Maryland would have achieved her vast im- of 
osed at the time, would be adequate to meet the accomplish the end for which alone they could have | provements without having to resort to taxation for hes 
— 6 yay ay ae Those laws, unfortu-| thy eS even oe salaries pet raga mC any considerable amount. -~ 
e Vy . : cers, an sions - ; . . ' 
motely, Prana’ 0 be defective, and o— but paren. bees, hadbedés Dicheuneatad ike. aeiah * they How difficult it has been to keep the alliance aaa 
them, were absorbed in payment of hich! Might as well have been, as well as i » revenue weseh Seaee Soule semaine Sn Brvgruss wma ipese rifi 
nem, paymen Ret pt edcemagd PT at — as the PTeveLucs| improvements,—how often and disastrously that al- | 
had been advanced to sustain the credit of the state, | ° the schools. liance has been interrupted,—at one time locking : r 
before, and with a view, if possible, to prevent the INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT OF THE STATE. up the two principal projects in chancery, and en. 
actual suspension of payment upon the interest as it) If an opportunity of observing closel d tailing enormous expen both,—! ie - 
fell due upon the state bonds. The money thus ad-) jously. th ek d hi eeepc Reiger eta ug Po iy. Ape td Fakes daete’ libvd™ tide wakes, 
Vaidad, Gabdaniid te totes Wondireds: OF thvuielids | iously, the position and history of the sectional parties | OUsly the interests of the state have been sacrificed I 
ea Solhuva haa bone said Ga 00 seatnlady Vol prvrsnd which always have and always will exist in the le-| by these interruptions,—how instantly detaching any qui 
iy, if not quite. The actdlataré cei se ae 7 a _gislature of Maryland, has enabled us to form any one | Ove single interest from the alliance has invariably 8uj 
cher + vert dalenabe Gatien iol Bans: retin conclusive and settled opinion, that opinion is, that brought the whole to a dead halt,—and how utterly the 
Seetita OF ike a miaas whisk th Gio variaen 2 ~t no matter how much the interest of the state is at} Unavuiling has been every attempt to get on a single hir 
cartes Mad ohae. io! Accept ws chetmeas’ aaa stake, or how much the interest of any one section step without the concurrence of a!l, we have been mo 
diskcult ene, Hnaldy aaahtted oud baacied laws Which of the state Suir We peecnatel by « propciyd pelle | Ti Se ee eae ear ae peel hee eke } 
mee tse gli goede Kpagh ea separa eh + . _improvement, a law to effect the object cannot and viction on our mind is, that not one single proposi- | 
ee cen i pera ees dle ly bre >| will not pass the legislature, unless the friends of the | tion towards furthering either of the principal inter- ye 
Se levee Bode iq ta tg Me sion —e = proposition contrive to enlist the other internal im- nal improvement projects will be listened to, much (n 
for the future, but also the arrearages left unc Nec C Bp verz~eupbrig mets tint fog Magn sage lly Mama Mn Ma 
Oe Fas oe cane” the als. Aird * - ect-| But for this unhappy distribution of state interest, Maryland, until the two great interests, now under- ju 
she bieda eiaaasahia ah aver sith peo- lines of connection between the Chesapeake waters | Stood to be at formal issue with each other (the Bal- se 
B icahes oheuld te sicdicn Walch’ anata “ws natees | and the great west, as well as with the immense in. timore and Ohio railroad, and the Chesapeake and co 
pares s+ th casein sede f e ith-' ternal seas north of us, would have progressed, and Ohio canal,)—shall once more coalesce and agree to 
é ject,—the final resto-' probably would have been completed, long before | sustain each other towards completion. An exten- 
ration of state credit. Upon that point the acts of the New York canals were projected. - sion of time, for inst t ble th ilroad 
the legislature were as explicit as the decision of the | ei rome rs23 stance, to enable the railroa rr 
pecple upon the same question had been, in electing | General Wisshington himestt, waa the Bret to ob- roger. or hn wer DP kcds watlitons Of cian bends w 
Pelegates to that body.” ‘The iene of Nie” chorea ct anere and to urge the eminent advantages of our na- requires the use of the three millions of stock bonds fon 
she declacation af léaaling @hén of belly polliies! ae | tural position for such a chain of connection. Imme- not yet availed of, might just as well be asked of ra 
ties upon the floor,—the leading public ete of Sook diately after the revolutionary war, he presided at Worcester county, as of the house of delegates, un- ye 
party,—in shast public dotstedett aah mublic action. in 2” internal improvement convention which assem- less the Potomac and the western counties can be fo 
almost every one of their ramifications, assumed de- bled at Annapolis, and pointing out from his own at Liao aii th 
cisively, that the state credit should be redeemed personal survey, the shortest and best route for inter- other internal enPTOye mens propose. 5 
and sustained. Daerrr yer prises settee oe he ap and the future r Fae rag of oe BPAARDE WAEIAES. mene yin’ by Bt 
aa : ey orid of Civilized beings tha ad yet to supercede | ‘he hostile altitide unexpectec assumed by the au- al 
nine rg Srna greemahoan bn: pe een 7 the witd natives of the then western forest, he cal- | thorities of the city of Baltimore to the Sasieneed & 
ee ere aes ve agains rhuand led upon Maryland and Virginia to embrace and im- completion of the canal, it has been supposed at the a 
y tenia iain $e re ee ph ay sh rig -| prove the advantages whi: h were before them, and | instigation of the railroad interest, was fatal at once it 
mle ind mes by Sacto nis ha himself not only pointing, but leading the way to-| to every proposition in hehalf of the latter. The jh 
pad baa ope, ing gh iho haaliesst np 4b | wards accomplishing avenues for trade and prosperi- canal, within twenty or thirty miles of completion ¥ 
A one aoe ‘ty synods v, a shock, | ty which few states have ever had such an opportu-| to Cumberland, remains a dead expense for the mil- a 
vill ng to recover, i they ever) nity to secure. He succeeded in rallying all parties | lions of outlay up to that point, and the coal and the 8 
do, under the present course. Severalof the colla-; to a first experiment iron of the All j cial deposit.— 
teral revenue bills failed, partly, no doubt, in const. | But it wi i ' 2 ‘gery POOR IF ADRSIS? | Seer P 
er ectvaiian it cotiiie chic) Sean | ut it was a momentary impulse. The Susque-| The state stock, had been gradually improving from t 
quenc ie p iol pirits which the failure| hanna interest,—the Eastern Shore interest,—the| forty up to eighty-four per cent. under a prospect of t 
of the prominent measure for the ultimate relief from | Baltimsre interest,—and the Potomac interest. shortly being able t il of a vast coal, i and 
taxation occasioned. It was known that the direct! al! fast hored in thei pat Norest, were | SROFHy ue able to ayail vast Coal, iron, a ‘ 
tu bill: @euld ust evddines enlinaltaat css st anchored in their several predilections. The { other collateral business from a rich mineral region, ] 
p eq ulicient revenue to stand-still party soon rallied a decisive majority in} upon bringing the resources of that region within ( 
meet the interest upon the state debt, and several the legislature, and maintained it from that d: tl sh of a profitable market. The same stock f 
projects for aiding it, were reported by the commit-: til, witnessi th 3s : wy ving ito Fara 0 ey P ux + 5 a Pee 
tee on ways and means. The various sources of re-| by itnessing the colossal strides which New York, | fell at the close of the session to sixty-four. True it 
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ps Fay ts yh Ford skint pipe poy-r: ind in ier, were making to overcome far more formida- his communication to the city councils, recommend- 
current interest accruing upon ge bt ire Bie natural obstacles than we should have had to} ing opposition to the completion of the canal, the | 
gupow the debt. encounter, whereby they were likely to succeed to recommendation was adopted at once, and with sin- | 
There has been an aggravation to the evils which tt d ie we w imi ; ‘ 
: ve residue of the trade we were to lose, Maryland| gular unanimity. In the first branch there was but 
the state has been subjeeted to, from some who are was once more roused t ff d 2 di ing voi ; in the 
really anxious and friendly in disposition to serve at length effi sed to an effort, and a union was | one dissenting voice—and perhaps not more In 
P at length effected between the contending interests| other. The delegates from the city were instructed 
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accordingly, and obeyed the instructions, and all in- 
ternal improvement bills,—of whatever nature, were 
from that moment negatived in the house of dele- 
gates by overwhelming majorities—nor was there 
any such thing as getting the house to listen to the 
merits of a single one of them. 

There has been some reaction of opinion since, in 
the eity councils, though not sufficient to reverse 
their first direction. A proposition for asking the 

overnor to call an extra session of the legislature 
for the purpose. of reconsidering the canal topic, was 
warmly advocated, and a formidable vote, though 
not near a majority, was for that measure. Whether 
the governor would or would not convene the legisla- 
ture upon such an application, backed by similar ap- 
plications from the counties, has been a matter of 
speculation. The Annapolis paper, supposed to ge- 
nerally speak the sentiments of the executive, has 
asserted that he would not. We have reason to be- 
lieve however that if the governor perceived any 
reasonable prospect of measures for the completion 
of the canal passing the legislature, he would not 
hesitate to convene them. The new secretary of 
state Mr. Buskirk, used to be an active friend of the 
improvements. 

A large meeting of the citizens of Allegany coun- 
ty, was held at Cumberland on the 16th instant, at 
which resolutions were adopted, expressing profound 
regret at the failure of the canal bill,—deprecating 
the existence of a dilference between the railroad 
and canal companies,—ex pressing friendship towards 
the former as well as to the latter, and that an extra 
session of the legislature ought to be called. They 
express a determination to pay the state taxes to 
the last farthing but enquire significantly, how they 
are to pay? 

Such is the posture of affairs. Internal improve- 
ments are ‘chock, lock, block and belay,” as 
completely stalled at Cumberland, and dam num- 

er 6, as they were some years ago at the Poi:t 
of Rocks, in just about the same predicament. It 
has been assumed a» an axiom, that though individ- 
uals may, political bodies never do leara from ex- | 
amples, nor improve by the experience of other 
times, and other men. So far the axiom seems ve- 

rificd in this case. The misfortune is, that the peo- 
ple have always to pay for the schooling of their 
public agents, and in this case it is confoundedly ex- 
peusive. 








Missouri.—Common schools. The Jefferson IJIn- 
quirer publishes a list of the counties to which the 
superintendent of the common schools has appointed 
the school fund, according tothe reports made to 
him for the year 1843, and a statement of the a- 
mounts thus severally distributed. 

The Inquirer remarks: 

By a comparison with the statement of the last 
year, it will be seen that a very considerable increase | 
(nearly triple) has occurred in the organization of | 
common schools within the Jast tweive months, and | 
judging from this.as a ratio, a few years more will 
see our present system carried into effect in every 
county in the state 


Many causes have conspired to retard the pros- 
perity of our school system. ‘The principal one has 
een the uncertainty of realizing the benefits of the 
fund provided by the bounty of the state. Placed in 
banks, as part of the original capital of the state, it 
rarely receivesa dividend oftener than once in two 
years, and this dividend is generally about three or 
four per cent. for that time. As long as this state of 
things exists,and as long as any benefit from this 
source is rendered so doubtful, it is rather a matter of 
surprise that any organization should take place at 
all. Our system of common schools, we must ad- 
mit, is uot perfect, aud without some adventitions 
aid will not recommend itself, on the score of its 
intrinsic merits alone, to the favor of the public.— 
Many duties, entirely gratuitous, and the violation of 
which 1s generally accompanied by a pecuniary pen- 
alty, are required of our school oilicers, and it is 
scarcely to be presumed that they will be fully and 
promptly discharged, unless the law which imposes 
them will confer a corresponding benefit. This 
benefit, the legislature offers in the shape of the 
annual distribution of the state school moneys. 
these moneys are withheld, if this bounty is ren- 
dered of uncestain duration or occurrence, the ef- 
forts of the officers who constitute the life-guard of 
the system, become languid and inefficient, and the 
stitution dies. 

We have now a magnificent fund, which it is not 
Only the duty of the legislature to guard with vigi- 
lauce, but also to increase and render it available 
whenever an opportunity offers. It is due to the 
people at large, that this money, wh.ch was sacredly 
Gevoted to the cause of popular education and which 
bas for several! years been rendered of so little avail 





ed with such beneficent legislation as to be made to 
yield the greatest possible benefit. We are pleased 
to see an interest excited in different portions of the 
state on this subject, and we trust that it may have 
the eflfectof inducing the next general assembly to 
adopt active measures for the protection and in- 
crease of this noble fund. 

For the benefit of our readers, who may not be 
familiar with such matters, we will state, that this 
fund now consists of the capital of $575,564 46, 
which is invested in stock of the Bank of the stute 
of Missouri. The dividends declared by the bank 
on this fund constitute the ‘State Schooi Moneys,” 
which are directed to be distributed by the superin- 
tendent, in the month of January, annually, to the 
various school corporations, organized and report- 
ing under the presentlaw. The last dividend de- 
clared by the bank was on the Ist January, 1843, 
three and ahalf per cent., and made the amount of 
State School Moneys the sum of $17,270 03. Of 
this amount the superintendent was only enabled, 
from the reports made to him, to appropriate the 
sum of $6,043 80, leaving a balance of $11.226 22. 
This residue, instead of being invested in bankstock, 
as the former law declared was borrowed by the | 
state to pay the currentexpenses of government, at | 
au interest of six per centum per annum, payable on | 
the firstof February, 1844, at which time the law | 
declares such moneys payable at the treasury to the | 
several counties, on the apportionment deciared by | 
the superintendent. This sum, including the inte- | 
rest, on the first of February, instant, amounted to) 

11,892 42, and forms the means of declaring the | 
following apportionment. 

The maximum allowance fixed by law for each | 
child reported between the ages of six and eighteen | 
years, is one dollar, but the amount on hand was) 
consumed, with the exception of a small residue, by | 
the distribution of fifty-four cents for each such | 





j cbild. 
Audrain, $15 12 T.incoln $237 82 
Benton, 120 60 Livingston, 76 14 
Boone, 1,143 18 Lafayette, 26) 28 
Caliaway, 466 02 Madison, 181 93 
Cape Girardeau, 83 02 Marion, 868 86 
Carroll, 63 58 Monroe, 152 22 
Chariton, 87 48 Montgomery, 125 28 
Clark, 202 50 Morgan, 56 70 
Clay, 610 20 Osage, 75 6U 
Clinton, 36 72 Pike, 713 34 
Cole, 441 18 Poik, 141 48 
Cooper, 432 22 Ralls, 756 00. 
Daviess, 35 10 Randoiph, 319 63 | 
Franklin, 116 34 Kay, 103 14, 
Gasconade, 100 98 Scotland, 17 82, 
Greene, 320 22 Shelby, 71 2g) 
Henry, 60 66 Saline, 172 80 
Howard, 450 54 St. Louis, 105 30 
Johnson, 153 90 Van Buren, 36 18 
Jackson, 930 42 Warren, 307 80 
Lewis, 199 26 Washington, 174 96 
Total amount appropriated, $11,790 90. 























POLITICAL.—PRESIDENTIAL —| 


Tyier Convention OF Maryiann. The conven- | 
tion assembled at Baltimore on the 25th instant.—| 
M. C. Sprigg, of Allegany county, presided, A Sang- | 
ston, of Calvert county, vice president, C. M. Cole, | 
and J. Weathers, secretaries. Dr. Leonard, appoin- | 
ted chairman of the committee on resolutions report- | 
ed a Jong series, in which the committee avowed a| 
determination that “justice should be done to John) 
Tyler,” by having his name brought in due form be- | 
fore the “democratic national convention” of Balti- | 
more. The principles, services,claims, and prospects, 
of John Tyler, says the Baltimore Sun, were in the 
preamble placed in contrast with those of Van Buren 
and Clay, and his superiority over both argued. It 


cpekon 





debate, “that Mr. Van Buren could not, and Mr. 
Clay ought not to be elected—that Henry Clay was 
the representative of the money power, and John 
Tyler that of the popular power and will”—and 
therefore the most suitable candidate, Mr. V. Buren 
being as they represent, unavailable. 

There was considerable discussion whether the 
Baltimore convention should bind the friends of Mr. 
Tyler. Some were for non-committal—some against 
and some for bowing to the authority of that conven- 
tion. The report of the committee was adopted.— 
A resolution was then proposed by Mr. D. McDonald, 
to abide by the decision of the national convention 
and pledge support to its nominee. After a warm 
debate this was withdrawn, and a resolution proposed 
by Mr. Charles Soran, declaring a preference for 
John Tyler for president and Col. Richard M. Jolin- 
son for vice president, was adopted, and the conven- 





#0 the purpose of its appropriation, should be guard- 





was held both in the report, and in the speeches in| 
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Tue CaLuoun Presses, have evidently changed 
their tone, towards the Baltimore democratic national 
convention. The Charleston Mercury of the 22d and 23d 
contains the address of the “Virginia democratic con- 
vention’ which in place of commenting upon, that pa- 
per simply remarks that “the division in the party on 
the question of the convention, is now conceded to be 
a peaceful one,and the union of the party is known to 
depend on other questions. Now then is the time to 
take fullest review of that topic of disagreement, 
that it may not again, if possible, be allowed to en- 
danger the general harmony.” 


The central committee appointed by the ‘“‘demo- 
cratic” state convention of South Carolina, friends 
of Mr. Calhoun, held a meeting at Charleston on the 
15th inst. and have published an address to the “de- 
mocratic”’ party of that state. They endorse and re- 
iterate the sentiments expressed by the May conven- 
tion of last year, and by the convention of the friends 
of Mr. Calhoun held in Virginia. The committee 
say: ‘Entertaining these views of the dangerous 
principles on which the convention at Baltimore is to 
be organized and believing that the opinions and the 
principles of the people of this state remain as strong- 
ly opposed to them as they were in May last, the 
committee are clearly of opinion that it would not 
be proper to send delegates to it from this state. If 
we send delegates it would be either to mingle in the 
deliberations, aud participate in the actions of the 
convention, or to take exception to its organization, 
mode of action, and proceedings. If we participa- 
ted in its business, we should thereby sanction it and 
be bound in honor and good faith to vote for its nom- 
inee, and to assist in carrying out its decisions as 
such, be they what they may; and we would thereby 
admit that all the objections we have urged to its 
mode of organization and manner of action were er- 
roneous and unfounded.” 


The Charleston Murcury of the 19th inst. on in- 
serting the address alluded to, of the committee, says; 
‘It is an admirable paper and is the result of mature 
reflection and consultation. To us it seems to settle 
the points discussed—and we cannot doubt that the 
people of the state, after giving it the attention it 
merits, will be nearly unanimous in the opinion that 
no good can come from sending delegates to the Bal- 
timore convention, and that the time has not yet ar- 
rived when we can with either dignity or safety give 
any unconditional pledges of support to the nominee 
of the democratic party for the presidency.” 
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The proceedings in the house of representatives 
upon this exciting topic, evince so far, the determi- 
nation of a decided majority to avoid for the mo- 
ment, coming toa direct vole, or expressing any 
opinion. The subject has been presented in variouy 
ways, but in every case the main question has been 
averted. 


We had prepared a great mass of articles, on the 
subject, for the purpose of selecting from them for 
this number, but really there is so much of uncer- 
tainty contradiction and equivocation—so much in- 
deed that is incredible, that we hesitate to insert 
most of them, and with a brief notice only conclude 
to defer recordingly until something more ceriain can 
be distinguished. That a negotiation has been in 
progress between our government and that of Texas, 
is certain. Whether that negotiation was invited by 
our executive, and pressed upon the Texian goveru- 
ment, after they had in a manner declined the pro- 
position, is a mooted point,—asserted by the Nation- 
al Intelligencer upon the faith of Galveston publi- 
cations, and denied by the Madisonian. 


The arrival of the Texan associate minister, Mr. 
Henverson, tt is understood, has been waited for by 
President Tyler, in order tothe completion of the 
treaty, so far as to be submitted to the senate for 
their approval or rejection. Mr, Henderson reach- 
ed Washington on the evening of the 23th inst., ha- 
ving taken the Hermitage in his course, for the pur- 
pose of seeing the late President Jackson. A letter 
over General Jackson’s signature, recommending 
the annexation, at cunsiderable length, made its ap- 
pearance in the Richmond Enquirer of the 22d .ust., 
together with seven or eight full columns of matter, 
urzing the annexation in the most earnest terms. 
The letter alluded to, will be found below. The 
arrival of the envoy will determine whether tlie as- 
sertion of numerous Washington letter writers, that 
the treaty would immediately be submitted to the 
senate, as soon as Mr. H. reached the capitol, was 
correct. 

An article in the Albany Argus, a paper recog- 
nized as of the highest Van Buren authority, and we 
should expect to be well informed upon the subject, 
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ceived by Mr. Upsnur, and assented to by Mr. Hovs- 
TON, is represented as something of a bold one. As 
any proposition of annexation must meet witha 
most formidable opposition, it was to have been ex- 
pected that the negotiators of a secret treaty would 
have presented it in its least objectionable form, and 
would have asked for nothing more tha; the mere 
annexation of Texas, and the extension to her and 
her citizens of the usual territorial rights. But all 
the more reliable private accounts agree that the 
preliminary arrangement between Houston and Mr. 
Upsuur looks to the admission of that country or a 
part of it as a state, with all the privileges of a state, 
AND A GOOD MANY OTHERS WHICH A STATE DOES NOT 
DREAM OF DEMANDING. The late secretary was a 
man of considerable intellect, but he was visionary, 
impetuous, eager, and imprudent, and a very bad 
personata bargain. The state in which, by his un- 
timely death, this Texian diplomacy is left, indi- 
cates that he entered upon the project with a soul 
bent upon the accomplishment of a favorite, a dar- 
ling object, and that Gen, Houston, meeting him with 
a no less determined purpose, buta cooler and calmer 
judgment, imposed almost any terms he chose to name.” 

This statement, orthe idea that President Tyler 
hes to the extent alleged, urged the ncgotiation upon 
Pres'dent Houston, we cannot credit. 

The assertion, however, respectably vouched for, 
as we admit it to be, that the disposition of an ade- 
quate number of the senators has already been ascer- 
tained to insure the ratification of the treaty, we 
equally doubt. It would require a vote of two 
thirds,—say 35 of the 52 senators. The list exhi- 
bited and published, said to have been sanctioned by 
the authority of Senator Walker, of the ascertained 
disposition of the senators on the subject, gives 38 
for annexation, embracing the senators of all the 
states south of Mason and Dixon’s line, including 
those of Delaware, Maryland, and Kentucky, and 
nearly allthe Van Buren members from the states 
north of that line. 

The Madisonian, has loug and unceasingly been 
urging the annexation. A series of articles were 
published last year in its columns, advocating such 
a step. 

The Globe, is now also one of the warmest advo- 
cates of the measure. On inserting the letter from 
General Jackson, given below, that paper says: 
‘Such are the views and opinions of Jackson, the 
hero and statesman, now on the brink of the grave. 
It is to be regretted, and noone regrets it more than 
we do, that the policy of Mr. Van Buren’s adminis- 
tration was adverse to annexation. We regret that 
the secretary of state, in 1837, formally declined to 
consider the proposition of the Texan government, 
to annex its territory to the United States. We re- 
gret it still more, because the refusal to entertain the 
proposition was based on constitutional grounds, as 
well as state policy. However, itis our decided 
conviction that a very large majority of the people, 
of the democratic party, and evenof Mr. V. Buren’s 
friends, approved, and still approve the measure.” 

The Washington Spectator, takes the ground, not of 
annexation, but of re-annexation, insisting that Texas 
was a partof the union, in virtue of the treaty with 
France, and that the government had no right or 
power to alienate any partof it, and that itis now in 
fact an integral part of the union. The main ob- 
ject of assuming this ground probably is, with a 
view of making the subject a legislative question, 
and thereby availing of a concurrent vote of a majority 
of each house, instead of having to obtain a vote or 
iwo-thirds of the senate, as would be indispensable ii 
a TREATY is to be ratified, 


The Louisville Journal, one of the most popular 
papers of the west, says: ‘Any western senator w ho 
votes for the annexation of Texas to the union, will, 
by that act, incur the odium of his state, and utterly 
forfeit his chanees for future political honors. To 
vote for this annexation will be an act truly suicidal, 
and any western man whoshall be guilty of it wall 
manifest but littl regard for the wholeness of his 
political jugular.” 

GENERAL JACKSON’S LETTER. 
Hermirace, Feb. 12, 1843. 

My Dear Sie—Yours of the 23d uli. has been re. 
ceived, and with it the Madisoman, containing Goy. 
Gilmer’s letter on the subject of the annexation of 
Texas to the United States. 

You are not mistaken in supposing that I have 
formed an opinion of this interesting subject. It 
occupied much of my attention during my presiden- 
cy, and J am sure has lost none of its importance by 
what has since transpired. 

Soon after my election in 1829, it was made known 
to me by Mr. Erwin, formerly our jminister at the 
court of Madrid, that whilst at that court he had 
laid the foundation of a treaty with Spain for the 
eession of the Floridas, and the settlement of the 
boundary of Lowisiana, fixing the western limit of 





the latter at the Rio Grande,* agreeably to the un- 
derstanding of France—that he had written home to 
our government for powers to complete and sign this 
negotiation; but that, instead of receiving such au- 
thority, the negotiation was taken out of his hands 
and transferred to Washington, and a new treaty was 
there concluded, by which the Sabine, and not the 
Rio Grande, was recognized and established as the 
boundary of Louisiana. 

Finding that these statements were true, and that 
our government did. really give up that important 
territory, when it wasat its option to retain it, I was 
filled with astonishment. The right to the territory 
was obtained from France; Spain stood ready to ac- 
knowledge it to the Rio Grande; and yet the autho- 
rity asked by our minister to insert the true bounda- 
ry was not only withheld, but in lieu of it, a limit 
was adopted which stripped us of the whole of the 
vast country lying between the two rivers. 

On such a subject, [ thought with the ancient Ro- 
mans, that it was right never to cede any land or 
boundary of the republic, but always to add to it by 
honorable treaty, thus extending the area of freedom; 
and it was in accordance with this feeling that] gave 
our minister to Mexico instructions to enter upon a 
negotiation for the retrocession of Texas to the U. 
States. 

The negotiation failed, and I shall ever regret it as 
a misfortune to both Mexico and the United States. 
Mr. Gilmer’s letter presents many of the considera- 
tions which, in my judgment, rendered the step ne- 
cessary to the peace of and harmony of the coun- 
tries; but the pointin itat the time, which most 
strongly impelled me to the course I pursued was the 
injustice done to us by the surrender of the territory, 
when it was obvious that it could have been retained 
without increasing the consideration afterwards given 
for the Floridas. I could not but fee} that the sur- 
render of so vast and important a territory was at- 
tributable to an erroneous estimate of the tendency 
of our institutions, in which there was mingled some- 
what of jealousy to the rising greatness of the south 
and west. 

But I forbear to dwell on this part of the history 
of this question. Jt is past and it cannot now be un- 
done. We can only look at it as one of annexation, 
if Texas presents it to us; and if she does, 1 do not 
hesitate to say that the welfare and happiness of our 
Union require that it should be accepted. 

If ina military point of view alone, the question 
be examined, it will be found to be most important to 
the U.States to be in possession of that territory. 

Great Britain has already made treaties with T’ex- 
as, and we know that far-seeing nation never omils 
a circumstance, in her extensive intercourse with 


the world, which can be turned to account in increas-. 


ing her military resources. May she not enter into 
an alliance with Texas, and, reserving (as she doubt- 
less will) the northeastern boundary question as a 
cause for war with us whenever she chooses to de- 
clare it, let us suppose that as an ally with Texas, 
we are to fight her. Preparatory to such a move- 
ment, she sends her 20,000 or 30,000 men to Texas, 
organizes them onthe Sabine, where her supplies 
and arms can be concentrated before we have even 
notice of her intentions; makes a lodgment on the 
Mississippi; excite the negroes to insurrection; the 
lower country falls, and with it New Orleans; and a 
servile war rages through the whole south and west. 

In the meanwhile she is also moving an army along 
our western frontier from Canada, which, in co-ope- 
ration with the army from ‘Texas, spreads ruin a:.d 
havoe from the lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. 

Who can estimate the rational loss we may sustain 
before such a movement could be repelled with such 
force as we could organize on short notice? 

Remember that Texas borders upon us, on our 
west, to 42 deg. of north jatitude, and is our southern 
boundary to the Pacific. Remember also that if an- 
nexed to the United States our western boundary 
would be the Rio Grande, which is of itself a forti- 
fication, on account of its extensive, barren, and un- 
inhabitable plains. Wath such a barrier on our west, 
we are invincible. The whole European world could 
not, in combination against us, make an impression 
on our union. Our population en the Pacific would 
| rapidly increase, and soon be streng enough for the 
/protection of our eastern whalers, and, in the worst 
event, could always be sustained by timely aids from 
the intermediate country. 

From the Rio Grande, over land, a large army 
could not march, or be supplied, unless from the gulf 
by water, which, by vigilance, could always be in- 
tercepted; and, to march an army near the gulf, they 
could be harrassed by militia, and detained until an 
organized force could be raised to meet them. 
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~ *That this boundary could have been obiained, was 
doubtless the belief of our minister in Spain; but the of- 
fer of the 0 amy > government was probably th: Colora- 





do—certain!y a line far west of the Sabine. (Globe. 
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But I am in danger of running into unnecessary de. 
tail, which my debility will not enable me to Close, 
The question is full of interest, also, as it affects our 
domestic relations, and as it may bear upon those of 
Mexico to us. I will not undertake to follow it out 
to its consequences in those respects; though I must 
say that, in all its aspects, the annexation of Texas 
to the United States promises to enlarge the circle of 
free institutions and is essential to the United States 
particularly as lessening the probabilities of future 
collision with foreign powers, and giving them great- 
er efficiency in spreading the blessings of peace. 

[ return you thanks for your kind letter on this 
subject, and subscribe myself, with great sincerily, 

Your friend and ubedient servant, 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

Hon. A. V. Brown. 


P.S. The papers furnished me by Mr. Erwin, to 
which I have referred in this letter, can be placed in 
your possession, if desired. A. J. 





' Massacnusetts Lreistative Resorves. The 
following resolutions, were reported by Mr. Adams, 
from the committee to whom the resolutions, from 
South Carolina on the subject of annexation, had been 
referred. 

RESOLVES CONCERNING THE ANNEXATION OF TEXAS, 

Resolved, That the power to unite an independent 
foreign state with the United States, is not among the 
powers delegated to the general government by the 
constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, That the commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts. faithful to the compact beiween the people of 
the United States, according to the plain meaning 
and intent in which it was understood and acceded to 
by them, is sincerely anxious for its preservation.— 
But that it is determined, as it doubts not the other 
states are, to submit to undelegated powers in no 
body of men on earth. That the project of the an- 
nexation of Texas, unless arrested on the threshhold, 
may tend to drive these states into a dissolution of 
the Union, and wil! furnish new calumnies against re- 
publican governments, by exposing the gross contra- 
diction of a people professing to be free and yet 
seeking to extend and perpetuate the subjection of 
their slaves. 

(The remaining resolutions were the usual ones re- 
questing the executive to transmit copies to the ex- 
ecutives of other states and to representatives and 
senators in congress.) 

The Boston Atlas, introducing those resolves says: 

“They are forcible, and though brief, contain the 
outline of the view in which the whole north looks 
at thissubject. There is no constitutional power to 
unite an independant soverign state to this Union, and 
the people of this commonwealth are unwilling to 
assent by their silence toa proposal, which shall con- 
sider a question of this nature an open one.” 

The same peper adds: We observe thata Texas 
paper of late date—the Houston Telegraph—re- 
marks that “it has been ascertained that 35 members 
of the senate of the United States, being two thirds, 
are in favor of annexation, and disposed to ratify 
a treaty for the annexation of Texas to the Union,” 
and that another, the Galveston Civilian—says of the 
article from which we take this statement, that ‘as 
regards the disposition of the United States senate, it 
is well founded.”” Wedo not know upon what sour- 
ces our Texas neighbors have relied, but it is enough 
to say that here the opinions of no thirly five senators 
have been “‘ascertained” to be such as these articles 
would represent. This is a question of which undoubt- 
edly we shall hear more, before th» senate of the U. 
States can be clasified accurately into the pros and 
cons, but the very resolves which we today present 
are enough to show that itis a question in which the 
north feels so far concerned, that we shall not re- 
ceive our first news of the opinions of senators from 
sources out of the Union.” 





O°CONNELD’S SPEECHII 





AT THE IRISH STATE TRIALS. 

Monpay, Fes. 5. Long before the doors of the 
queen’s bench were opened this morning, they were 
surrounded by crowds of persons anxious to obtain 
admission. We never saw curiosity excited to such 
a pitch, and we do not exaggerate when we state 
that several thousands went away who were disap- 
pointed in obtaining places in the galleries and body 
of the covrt. 

Mr. O’Connett rose, and, having bowed to the 
bench, proceeded to speak as follows: . 

GENTLEMEN: I beg your patient attention whilst I 
endeavor to show you in as few sentences as possible, 
and in my own plain and prosaic style, my right to 
demand a favorable verdict at your hands. | shall 
ask that verdict without disrespect on the one hand, 
or flattery on the other. | shall not appeal eithor te 
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sour passions or your feelings, but I trust that I shall, 
be able respectfully to show that [ have a right to | 
ask it in the name of common sense and common | 
justice, and those being the basis upon which I shall 

rest, | have too high an opinion of your understand- 

ings to doubt for a moment [ shall ask it in vain.— 
Being thus eonvineed in my own mind that I am en- 

titied to your verdict of acquittal, and after the 
brilliant display of eloguence you have heard, I do} 
not think that | would be warranted in trespassing | 
on your attention at any great length. Gentlemen | 
have addressed you, with whose eloquence you must | 
have been delighted as well as instructed. I will) 
not, because I cannot attempt to follow them; but I | 
shail, [trust, submit to you plain, unanswerable facts | 
that will come home to your understanding and good | 
sense, and convinee you that in anything [ have done, || 
have transgressed no law, and was actuated solely by | 
a desire to serve my country. Gentlemen of the 

Jury, lam here not as my own client alone—my 
clients are the people of [reland—I am here as coun- 
sel for the Irish nation—I stand here as the advocate 
of the rights, liberties, and privileges of that people; 
and, my only anxiety is, that they, or their rights, 
should be impeded by any thing 1 have done, or by 
my want of power to sustain their cause here this| 
day. I trust, however, that | shall be able to con- 
vince you,-that they ought not to suffer by any pro- 
ceeding of whieh | have been instrumental. Lam 
the advocate of Ireland, and the Lrish people—l am | 
a repealer—I avow it. J am conscious of my inte- | 
grity of purpose, and,-I tell you, that when f com- | 
meneed that line of conduct which has brought me 

before you this day, the object I had in view was the 
repeal of the Union. I tell you that [ cannot bear 
ii—it was forced upon the Irish people by the most 
foul and unjustifiable means that ever a government 
had recourse to, and | have the highest authority 
for saying so. 

I have the authority of one who had a seat on that 
bench, and who is now in his honored grave. | pro- 
mise you, geritlemen, that [I will be as brief as 1! 
possibly can—and I may repeat again, that it 
would be unfair foward you, after all you have al-) 
ready heard, to attempt to travel over the same 
ground as those who went before me. I shall deal 
in facts, and ihose facts I will condense as much as 
possible, fain net tere to deny anything L have said; 
on the contrary, f am here to assert what 1 have ol-} 
ten before stated in other places, at the same time 
claiming the right of not being made accountable for | 
the clumsy ‘atstakes of newspaper reporters, and 
newspaper speeches squeezed into such a compass as 
might have suited the convenience of those who 
published them. Novo doubt I may in the excitement 
have said harsh things of individuals that, upon re-| 
flection, { would rather | had not said; but the sub- 
siance of all | have ever said | am not only ready to 
vindicate, but to reiterate again. ‘nen as to all iny 
actions, lam ready not only to avow them, but to 
justify them. All that | have done was in the per- 
formance of what I believed to be a sacred duly, 
having no other object in view but the restoration of | 
the Irish parliament, and the good of the Irish peo- | 
ple. I was looking for an !rish parliament, because 
I found that the Irish people had been cheated of this 
sacred right. I found that the Union was accomplish- 
od at arevolutionary period—the nation of Europe 
was disturbed by the infidel philosophy of France, 
and overrun by her great inilitary force—the dynasty | 
of nations was chanzed—princes were banished and | 
monarchies overthrown— it was at that period that) 
ireland was robbed of her legislative independence. | 
1 saw that the day of restoration and regeneration 
had come for every country but my own, and I sum- | 

















hold you would not be allowed to sit in judgment upon 
me. {may say that all the differences which exist 
between us are aggravated by my being a Catholic, 
and that | have déne more than any other man to put 
down Protestant ascendancy, of which some of you 
were, perhaps, the champions, and if not the cham- 
pions, you were not the antagonists. This is one 
great disadvantage, but it does not terrify me from 
the announcement of these general principles of uni- 
versal liberty to ali in which I glory; nor does it 
make me feel for a moment that my cause shall not 
be safe in your hands. I glory in what I have done; 
and, being now in the power of your honesty and 
integrity, | appeal to you on these grounds alone. | 
feel perfectly sure that you will be guided only by 
common sense and justice in your verdict, and it is 
notin any way despairing of your justice that I have 
made these observations; but J must say that I would 
prefer that it had been otherwise for your own sakes 
and for mine; | would prefer that your verdict, 
whatever it may be, should not be liable to misre- 
presentation, and that no infirmity of human nature 
could be supposed to have any influence in the case. 
[ have now done with the subject, and I cone to the 
case itself. | must say that | never knew of a more 
curious case. It certainly is the strangest case of 
which I have had any experience; it is not a case 
consisting’ ef one fact, or of two facts, or of ten facts, 
but of the history of nine months. You are called 
on to go through all the details of the events which 
have taken place in this country during the last nine 
months. An enormous mass of matter is placed be- 
fore you—a mass of matter which | defy the most 
brilliant understanding so to investigate and scan as 
to take in all its important points; those points which 
are necessary for forming a ground and just judg- 
ment upon the whole at one view. Where such a 
quantity of materials are placed before it, the human 
memory fails, or, what is much worse than a failure, 
it is apt to forget those facts whieh are of a rebut 
ting and mitigatory character, and to bear away only 
those ones which from the prominent parts of the 
charge. Therefore, do | arraign this prosecution, 
not from any hostility to the framers of it, but for 
the utier impossibility in which it places the jury, to 
disengage from that mass of materials, the real facts 


of the case, on the one side; and, on the other, to find | 
Let us | 


out, in a word, the real question to be tried. 








4 ' ‘ ft* - m4 | 
sce what he!p | will be abie to ailord you in the mat- | 


ter, and in the first place, let us see what are the 


aflirmative, and what are the negative qualities of| 


this prosecution—iu other words, what this prosecu- 
tion, is and whalit is not. Gentlemen, this prose- 
culion hinges on the cabalastic word “conspiracy!” 
aud what is a conspiracy? If J look into the diction- 
ary for the meaning of it, | find that a conspiracy is 
‘a private agreement between several persons to 
commit a crime.” Now, that is the common sense 
definition of the word; but it hus been taken unier 
tlie special protection of the gentlemen of the bar, 


and they, not content with the common sense mean- | 


ing, take the word in a two-fold sense, in a way of 
theic own; they have two hooks to their line—and 
tell you that you must spell out a conspiracy by im 
plication, where you have no evidence of auy agree- 
inent existing. Well, let us take a conspiracy which 
is alleged in the present case, and see what are its 
negative and allirmative qualities; let us see what is 
the evidence brought by the crown to establish it.— 
In the first place, it is admitted by the crown itself, 
that there is no secrecy im the matter—that the con- 
spiracy does not consist of any private agreement— 
any secret society—they do not allege any private 
information —no, not even a single private conversa. 
tion. Every thing was open, unconcealed, public, 


toned all my energies to arouse the peeple to obtain | as clear to the eyes of the whole world as tie noon 
What they lost, by moral, peaceable, and constitu-| day sup. Its evidence was to be found in the columns 
tional means, which, 1 believe, were pleasing in the| of the Evening Mail quite as much as in the Even 


sizht of heaven, and ought to be approved of by man.| ing Pust. 


‘That was the course that I pursued, and ought I, | 


It was raked up out of that secret abyss 


of most secret information—the newspaper. ‘lhe 


gentlemen of the jury, to be ashamed to come in} conspiracy was concocted In the face of the world, 


here this day to justify it? I know thatt labor under 
great disadvantages, let me not for a moment be un- 
derstoo ageing, {a they are not such as the law 
and court have actioned, and | ought not on that 
account to complain of them ‘This is not the time 
to discuss how you have been brought into that box, 
orif the attorney general has done any thing that 
the law did not sanction; but 1 am here to address. 
plain faets to your sense and understanding—I am 
igre to speak to you with courtesy, but without 
flattery; aud I deceive myself much if that love of 
honesty and fair play, which constitute the noblest 
and best part of our common nature, shall not be 
triumphant over all preconceived prejudices, and that 
1 shail have a favorable verdict at your hands.— 
There is a great diserepancy of opinion between you 
and me. You dilec with me on the question of re- 
peal; and if you did noi, not one of you would be in 





and the bellman sent about to invite all who wished 





} 


| 


to come in and be witnesses—so it is not easy lor one | 


to defend oneself from the charge of conspiracy | 


under such circumstances. I submit there should be 


an agreement to constitute a conspiracy, and not such | 


anagreement as is made in that way before the 
world; not an agreement which is made for instance 


in the presence of the law officers of the crown, of 


the learned attorney general, or solicitor general, or 
of her majesty’s setgeant-at-law. You see the ab 
surdity, geatienen, of calling such an agreement a 
conspiracy. Is it, indeed, common sense?—is it to 
be endured by rational men that we should be told 
that such an agreement is a conspiracy? But when 
was the agreement made, or how, or where was it 
made? Was it.in summer, in spring or in autumn 
Was it on a holiday, or a week day? What was the 
hour, or day, or week, or year, on which it was en- 





that box to-day; if you profess he same faith that 1} tered into? Who was it that proposed it, or who se-| 
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conded it? Gentlemen, I appeal to your common 
sense and reason; I ask you to place yourselves in 
my position, and to suppose that you address a Ca- 
tholic jury, as I address you, and would you not fecl 
—I will not call it indignation—but would vou not 
laugh to scorn the idea, that such a jury shculd fia! 
you guilty of conspiracy under such circumstances? 
here is not the slightest evidence before you of any 
concoction which would be required in the crime of 
conspiracy. I don’t know whether even [ aim ac- 
cused of having been present at the formation of ific 
conspiracy, but surely if so, some time ought to have 
been pointed out that I might have the benefit of an 
alibi, if L could make it out (laughter.) But here 
the charge is spread over so much time, and in so 
indefinite a way, that I should only take it as a toss 
up whether or not 1 was present on the occasion.— 
Was the agreement in writing or was it a parole one? 
Really gentlemen, if an action at Nisi Prius were to 
be supported by such evidence, and that you were in 
the box to try the case if there were even no mors 
than a £10 contract of stake, I ask you could you 
find a verdict that the contract existed? [t iaight be 
said, as it was to a certain judge, whose time has 
long since passed away—‘' My lord, it might not be 
evidence in the transaction of a £10 promissory note, 
but it would be evidence to support a prosecution on 
a criminal charge in your lordship’s court.” Gen- 
Uemen, it is not here a £10 contract which is at 
stake; but, as in the case of a contract, your honest 
view of the case will be that if a conspiracy exists 
it must be proved; and, if not proved—that it does 
not exist. The attorney gereral, in good sooth, leaves 
it to our imagination to discover where the conspira- 
cy exists. A conspiracy ought to bea reality; but 


he leaves it altogether to you to imagine it. 1 don’t 
speak in any disparagemeut of his talents. I admit 


that he has shown much talent and much inzenuity, 
and industry, in laying this case before you. Heo: - 
cupicd eleven hours—eleven mortal hours—in his 
statement, yet in what part of it did he tell you the 
conspiracy existed? “Wait (said he) til Leome to 
the close;”’ and when he got to the cluse, “go bacts 
(said he) to the beginning—go through the whole of 
it, and find out the conspiracy the best way you ean.” 
[t is not with any alfectation that I say it, butaf any 
could have found out the proofs of a conspiracy 
isting, it would be the attorney general. Yes, he 
took eleven hours to throw those extracts into your 
box fur you to find oul that there wasa conspiracys 
There are the Pilot, Nation, and Freeman, read 
them—it is good enough for you, make out the con- 
spiracy if you can out of the evidence they give. — 
1 remember once, on the Muster Circuit, the ecle- 
brated Egan was defending a case which was stated 
by a Mr. Hoare, a gentieman of a dark appearance, 
who made a very stroug speech. Ezan in reply to 
this—and by the way, he was sure of his jury, which 
is an excuse | want—said: “1 am sure you will not 
be led away by the dark oblivion of a brow.” (A 
Jaugh.) ‘Why, izan,” said some one to him, “that 
iS HOusense—wihy did you say su?” “To be sure it 
13,” was his reply, ‘but isn’t it good enough for a 
jury?” (Laughter.) So eleven hours is good enouzh 
for you. Gentlemen, it is monstrous—it is crimi- 
nally monstrous—to say that that is a conspiracy 
which takes eleven hours to develope it. Hardy was 
tried for constructive treason, and to celebrate his 
acquittal, an anniversary was held. When the health 
of one of the jurors was drunk, one of the jurors, 


| not much acquainted with public speaking, made a 


speech, ile said: ‘Mr. Chairman, [ tell you { ac- 
quilted Hardy, because Lord E!ldon—then Sergeant 
Scott—took eleven hours to state the case, cight or 
nine days giving evidence, and I know that no mai 
could be really guilty of treason when so many words 
vere used to tell it, and such a long time to prove it, 
(laugh.) Ihave made up my mind to conviet aman 
of bigh treason when the case is proved, but 1 won't 
be for letting an attorney general ransack newspa- 
pers in order to make out a case.” (A laush.) ihe 
case was one exactly in point. If a conspiracy ex- 
isted, the a'lorney general would not have taken an 
hour or an hour and:a half to do so—he would have 
stript it of its verbage—he would, asa Barrisier — 
for, though | ain not in my wig and gown, Vil stund 
up for the bar stiil—have stated a plain case tothe 
jJury—he would have laid his hand on it—he would 
have shown you when, where, how, who were the 
men, what was the time—the date—the circum- 
stances—but he leaves it all to yourselves to sulve— 
itis good enough for you! (Loud laughter.) But 
no conspiracy or secrecy was even imputed, aud you 
have, therefore, nothing left but conjecture—nothing 
to suppose happened in private—the entire is before 
you, and, therefore, I stand on this—if you know it 
ail—there never wasacase in which the att rney 
general Was so little entitled to callajury to spell out 
something beyond the case—something which yc u are 
jleft lo guess at. Geutlemen, you may remember, 
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about the time the trials were about to commence, the| you believe that? Pardon me if will make too free 
halls of these courts and the country were full of| with you; but spell out the eleven hours, using your 
rumors. It was said that something dark and attro-| charges as you may, and say, can you find me guilty 
cious would come out—that they had a clue to every-| of a foul conspiracy? Your verdict may strike me— 
thing. I dosolemnly assure you that no Jess than| it may shorten the few days I have yet before me— 
seven gentlemen were pointed out as betraying me. | but it cannot destroy the consciousness which I feel 


Such a man, it is said, was seen going into 


r. Kem-|that Iam entitled to your verdict. But, perhaps, 


mis’ office—another was at the Castle—the third was | gentlemen, the attorney general wants you to believe 

seen going into the house of a certain barrister, near| that Iam a conspirator, without knowing it, hke a 

your residence in Merrion Square. ‘Do not associ-| man that has stumbled into a pit in the dark. But 

ate friends,” said he to me, “‘with Mr. so and so, he| it all occurred in the = day, and | could not fall 
f 


is a traitor—he will betray you;” and thus no less| without knowing it. 


you believe anything you 


than seven suffered in their character exceedingly.— | must believe that I am a conspirator, without my 
My answer was—they have nothing to betray—much | own knowledge, and there can be no guilt without a 
good may it do them if they go to these = If they | guilty intention. But 1 scorn to rest my defence 


invent, they will be paid well for it. 


ask you, gen-| upon a paltry point of law! The thing is too plain, 
tlemen, did you not expect, when empannelled in the 


too simple, to require it. It isa new invention on 


box, to hear something which you did not know be-| this side of the water; some person here has been 
fore—some plot discovered—some secret machina-| dreaming of it; this imaginary conspiracy is now 


tion—some private conversation of some of these 


resting on your minds without the slightest particle 


traversers which would astonish you? If you were|of reality. Would slavery have been abolished at 
so fortunate as not to expect all these things, you} the present moment if its advocates had entered into 
have not been disappointed; but if you entertained | a conspiracy? and yet they held their public meet- 
the expectation, was ever disappointment so com-| ings, and by those meetings made for themselves 
plete? Go where you please; search, search, consi-| bitter and unrelenting enemies. There never was a 
der, scan over the evidence, and a conspiracy is no} more formidable party than the West Indian party 


where to be found. All say of the attorney genera 


—is that all, has he nothing more to tell? We knew 
all that before, and yet this isconspiracy. Yes,gen-|ings have, 


1} in England, and they might have taken the newspa- 
pers, and from the reports given of their proceed- 
with equal propriety, prosecuted 


tlemen, what became of the dark designs, the stra-| them fora conspiracy—they should have indicted 
tagems, the conspiracy which existed in the imagina-}| Wilberforce, who has written his name upon the 


tion of so many—vanquished, nothing to disclose 


,| most prominent pages of history, as the strenuous 


nothing discovered? It would have been the duty of | advocate of freedom—and who will never be forgot- 
the government, and they have plenty of resources | ten, whilst a feeling in favor of humanity exists—he 
to purchase true testimony, to prove a conspiracy, if| should have been indicted for a conspiracy. The 


it existed. We cannot conceal from ourselves that 


venerable Clarkson, too, is yet alive, and upon the 


this is a kind of ministerial crime—that the question | same principle should still be prosecuted as a con- 
is, whether we shall have a conciliatory ministry in| spirator. Convict us, and he is not free in his old 
office, who will enlarge the elective franchise, or the | age. ,Don’t take away, gentlemen, the only hope we 


whigs again promoted, who promised to doa good 


have of giving expression to our wishes, our wants, 


deci, and did little. That is the question. You per-| or our grievancies, and drive from us the right of 
ceive, then, what interest in forwarding every part| free discussion. By the names of Wilberforce and 
of the case—the strong stake the interest they have | Clarkson, I conjure you_to dismiss from your box 


to discover the real facts existing—the anxiety to| every attempt to shut out free discussion. 


In refe- 


discover and point out a conspiracy; to follow the) rence to the abolition of slavery, I rejoice to say that 
conspirators into their caves and recesses, and bring} I was a sharer in that movement; and though hum- 
their diabolical acts to the light of day. No manj| ble and ungifted as 1 am, | had the honor to belong 
could have a stronger motiye in conducting the pro-| to that conspiracy by which slayery was abolished. 
secution than the ajtorney general. No man has 30] I certainly did pour out the lava of my indignation 
totally failed. And why? Because he had nothing} upon the supporters of thatvile system. If this doc- 
to discover. {t is impossible to answer jt otherwise. | trine of conspiracy had sooner been found out, I sup- 
Every motive which can influence power was brought; pose we would at the present day see the cruelty 


to play—all the influence and authority of wealth—| and ferocity carried on towards the negro 


popula- 


situations in the excise and customs—in the police | tion; but it was the heaven descended inspiration of 
office—the constabulary, above all things the revenue} bold humanity that has established the freedom of 
police—every temptation, in fine, and yet all in vain | man. What would become of the reforin in parlia- 


—for one reason, 


cause there was nothing to dis- 


ment? Would it have been given us as far as we have 


close—nothing to betray. Well then, what is the| got it, or would we now be promised another reform 
evidence? If we have nothing new, let us see what| by the queen’s speech, had it not been for the large 
the old is. ‘The life, they say, of an old coat is a| public meetings? For Catholic emancipation, before 


new button-—let us see if they stitched any old alma- 


it was graated, we held equally large meetings, and 


nack on the old story read. ‘There is nothing but} there was an eminent lawyer at that day—and I hope 
repeal demonstrations. They rely on two things—j the attorney general will not imagine that I mean 
first, the meetings, and next the newspapers—to spell | him any disrespect when | say that he was his supe- 
out the indefinable.conspiracy which existed in the | rior—who had as strong an antipathy to that measure 
imagination. ‘They gave you neither date, or time,|—I mean William Saurin. He watched us, and he 
or place, or position, but first, the accounts of meet-| was defeated cn one trial that he prosecuted; but he 
ings held, and next, the.evidence of that fact from| never thought of turning it into a prosecution for a 
volumes of newspapers. We shall consider.each of| conspiracy. I was tried at that time for words I had 
these by itself, but would you allow me to make this| spoken; but I was never tried for a conspiracy; we 


observation? As there is nothing secret, and as you 


had our parish meetings and our county meetings; on 


know all, | ask you to consider what would tempt) the 17th of January, 1829, there was what ] may 
me, an old lawyer, to make a public conspiracy, aad | term a simultaneous meeting held in every parish jn 
induce the Irish people to euter into it? I boasted|Jreland at the same moment; and would not that 
that ] kept the people from the meshes of the law—j| have been evidence of a conspiracy, if what you 
that was one of my boasts. You heard it read twen-| are now called upon to believe is sufficient evidence? 


ty times from. my speeches, and does one of you be- 


Upon that day every parish resolved that they would 


lieve, under. these circumstances, that J entered into| never give up the agitation of the question until their 
a public conspiracy? If there was anything seciet| object was accomplished. It was reserved, how- 
you must say. the old lawyer saw it, and is there one| ever, for the present attorney general to discover 


of you can belicye that? You may not have as fa 


that. those meetings were evidence of a conspiracy. 


vorabie.an opinion of me as those who know me| There isa very serious question for discussion at 


better. 


You only know me and my principles| present in England; that question 1s for the purpose 


through the. medium of calumny—but there is not| ef obtaining cheap bread for the poor. | am not 


one oj} you who can think me such an idiot as to ruin 


going to enter into that subject now, gentlemen, al- 


the cause nearest my heart—the darling object of| though I am fully prepared to do so. We have been 


my ambition—the cause for which I refused to go cn 
the bench—the cause; fer which I refused the office 
of master of the rolls. There is, [ know, a question 


charged with haying’ collected money; the anti-corn 
law league and the anti-slavery society have both 
collected money also; and the anti-corn law league 


whether or not I refused the office of chief baron, but| have been charged with incendiarism, and other ille- 


there is none of my refusal to be master of the rolls. 
I refused the dignity and leisure of the bench—with 
an accumulation of years upon my head—I know the 


gal acts, which [ am’far from charging them with; 
but similar charges have never been attributed to us. 
Is this precedent to be sent over to England, and the 


short time I have to Jabor in my vocation. That] agitation to obtain cheap bréad for the poor, to be 


eternity, and the approach of that judgment which 
will consign me to an eternity of weal or woe, can- 
not be long pestponed; and do you, can you, imagine 
1 would be so cruel as to enter into such a conspira- 
ey—into such a gross absurdity? Irish gentlemen, 
put youn.banda oa your heartg and say—dves one of 


turned into a vile conspiracy? No, gentlemen, the 
Englishmen are safe. ‘There will fiot be a juror 
sworn in England to try the case. I was mocking 
and jesting with you when I said Englishmen were 
in danger. They ‘will be protected by their own 
{ jury, and all that we ask or require is that eur jury 








cas, 
ee 


will protect us. In this mode will redress for the 
English people be worked out, despite of those who 
are now uneasy in the enjoyment of their monopo- 
lies under the accumulated weight of public opinion. 
A celebrated French author says—and I do not quote 
him in approval of the conduct of the French, for 
no man abhors more sincerely and more intensely 
than I do their infidel republicanism—one of their 
great men has said that “‘you cannot make a revolu- 
tion with rose water.” He would effect it by blood. 
I, on the contrary, by the peaceful influence of pub- 
lic opinion, employ not rose water but genuine 
Irish spirit as one of my ingredients. (Laughter.)— 
1 come now to consider the machinery of the evi- 
dence brought forward to sustain this indictment.— 
There have been two classes of evidence—if | ‘am 
not wrong in using the expression—subinitted to you 
by the attorney general—monster meetings and 
newspaper publications. I will take up the conside- 
ration of each separately. I am not here to deny 
that those meetings took place. 1 admit that they were 
multitudinous, varying in their numbers from tens of 
thousands to hundreds of thousands. It has been 
said somewhere that the magnitude alone of a meet- 
ing makes it illegal. I will not discuss that question. 
I do not attach so much weight to the opinion as to 
consider it worthy of discussion. I admit those 
meetings took place—that they were most numer- 
ously attended, and I boast of it. 1 ask was there 
any life of man, woman or child, or even of any ani- 
mal, lost at any of those meetings? You will unani- 
mously answer, no, not one. Any person injured?— 
not one. Was there any female, young or oid, treat- 
ed with indelicacy of speech or conduct? not one.— 
Was there a shilling’s worth of property destroyed 
or injured in any way? Not one. Oh, yes, there was 
I exaggerate that—a policeman wh6 attended at 
Mullagmas, in colored clothes,swore that there was 
a ferocious onslaught of people from Carlow; he swore 
positively that they committed violence on some gin- 
gerbread stands. (Laughter.) Yes exactly the 
amount of all the acts of violence committed at those 
meetings, was the overturning ofa gingerbread stand. 
canto laughter.) This, 1 submit, bespeaks as 
oregone conclusion, for if any other act of violence 
had been committed, it could have been readily prov- 
ed. The poor woman who suffered the loss by the 
violence has not complained, and the whole amount 
of mischief done at those meetings resolves itself 
into a “‘ferpecioys onslaught”—these were the words 
of the witness—-upon a gingerbread stand (Jaughter.) 
Yes, it is ridiculous; but itis the prosecution that is 
so, There was no violence at those meetings—no 
tumylt—no battery, no assault—no injury to proper- 
ty--no violation of good morals, or even of good 
manners—and jt 1s curious that not a single accident 
—not evenja casual] accident—occurred at any one of 
them. Yet there are persons who tell me that I have 
infuriated this people, that I have excited them till 
they are ready to rebel. They whose conduct has 
been characterised by the absence of mischief to per- 
son or property, whose mutual courtesy has been so 
remarkable, that not even an accident occurred at 
their most crowded gatherings. ‘The grown matrons 
were there with their infants, and each, as she passed 
in safety through the multitude, felt that her own 
weakness, and the helplessness of her own infant, 
were her best protection. Oh, it was delightful to 
see how the crowd gave way and formed a rampart 
of protection for the mothers and the children.— 
Yes! far the brothers and fathers of those women 
were there, and so help me heaven! No, I withdraw 
the solemnity of asseveration, but no more emphatic 
proof could have been exhibited of determination to 
obserye peace, quietness, and perfect tranquillity, than 
in the electrical feeling which sent the mother and 
the nurse, in the full assurance of safety—that elec- 
trical spirit of mutual kindliness in whose pure at- 
mosphere all was gentleness and courtesy. 1 turn 
boldly aud proclaim that there is not in the world 
another country where this could occur. The peo- 
te of Jreland are oppressed and igpoverished.— 
They have been subjecied to much contumely. The 
Times described them as a “‘filt!:y and felonious mul- 
titude,” but I proudly repeat that amongst no other 
ople could such scenes occur. Jt may be said that 
am making an admission; but they have been edu- 
cated to it for forty years, during the agitation for 
Catholie emancipation, and subsequently during the 
agitation for the repea). ‘They have been sublimed 
into pacifje determination, which, thank heaven, has 
not been ruffled in the slightest degree by anything 
which has occurred in the court. They abide your 
verdict, and though it may be one which will disap- 
point them, there will be no yiolation of the law, 
no, whatever may be the fate of the man whose glo- 
ry itis to have educated the people to peaceable, 
legal, constitutional, and continuous exertion. 1 ask, 
now, bas any one been intimidated by these moet- 
ing? lt bas beem said that large meetings have @ 
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necessary tendency to intimidate. 
could be easier than to prove this—they had all the 
magistracy of the neighborhood—those who stil! con- 
tinued in the magistracy—and much good may it do 
them—and whose continuance in the magistracy 

roves them hostile to repeal—the crown could have 
called upon the gentry and upon the clergy of the 
Established Church. He had plenty of timid peo- 

je in pantaloons and petticoats, who might have 
a produced to establish intimidation, if any such 
thing occurred. It was his business to have done so 
if in his power—the neglect to establish his case in 
so important a point would be a violation of his duty 
tothe crown. Yet not one such witness has been. 
produced. Why? Because not one could conscien- 
tiously swear that there has been anything apper- 
taining to intimidation. There was, I repeat, ample | 
opportunity of proof, and the negation of such evi- | 
dence speaks trumpet tongued of the absence of any- 





did, why did not the attorney general prosecute them | 


——— 





He selects his own paper, and we do not in any way 


attempt to control his judgment; but no paper has ) it. 
ever been the recognized organ of the association.— | 


Now, nothing | ney to the association, and for that sum he desires they have been deceived—tell them not that they 
that a certain paper may be sent him, and we do it. | would countenance hypocrisy and treachery. lou 


cannot believe it; an English jury will not believe 
Enrope would be made tostartle at the proposi- 


tion. 1,a Roman Catholic, am placed here before a 


The papers may have contained libels; but if they ;Protestant jury, in the presence-of the monarchs of 


as such? The editors or proprietors were liable to 
the law of libel. Why did not the attorney general 
bring them before a jury for the offence, if he 
thought it was worth his while? Now, gentlemen, 
we are charged with inciting to violence, and what 
is the proof offered? You have had some garbled 
speeches of mine read to you; but do they prove any 
intention of mine to incite to violence? I ask you is 
there one that does not inculcate peace? It has al- 
ways been my greatest effort and that has been laid 
befere you by my presecutors. Two principles have 
actuated me through life, and they have been put be- 





the earth. I ask you whether you will calmly pause 
in a matter which includes the interests of very ma- 
ny Protestants of the highest respectability, or whe- 
ther you will tarnish your case by any verdict which 
shall throw a doubt upon the sincerity of my whole 
life, and upon the sincerity of my advocacy of prin- 
ciples which it has been the pride and boast of my 
existence to avow—my comfort is my declining 
years, and is, and will be my consolation before a 
higher tribunal! Butno!—I do you injustice in sup- 
posing such a ease. No, you are incapable of taking 
such a view as that. I may now observe upon the 
almost only remaining matter. I doubt, however 


thing approaching to intimidation. There were inj|fore the world. They have been inscribed upon! whether my sincerity has been impugned—it has ne- 
every neighborhood plenty of people inimical to| your banners; andI avow them now. The first is; ver been publicly impugned—I am quite sure it 


emancipation, who regretted its passage—there were | 
ople desirous to put down the repeal association— | 


: : | 
that “he who commits a crime gives strength to the | 
enemy.” Il ayow it boldly—it is mine. And these- 


oughtto be. Yes, gentlemen, Ido say, it is impossi- 
ble for you to believe that | would desert those prin- 


there were persons who had the misfortune to be at cond is, that “whatever advantage we obtain it must ciples of which I boast, or that should forsake that 
enmity with their neighbors—witnesses beyond im-| he obtained without the shedding of one drop of | doctrine which has been the very lifeblood of my po- 


putation—why was not a single witness of any of | 
those classes produced to prove the occurrence or the 
feeling of intimidation? Because it was thoroughly 
certain that no such allegation could be borne out; 
because no such intimidation had existence. Gen- 
tlemen of the jury, how does the case stand? Is it 
fairly put before you? The police were on the table, 
they deposed to the tranquillity of the meetings; they ' 
felt bound to swear that ail was quiet, and thateven | 
the most timid had no occasion for fear. If those 
meetings were illegal, why was it that there was not | 
one mandate of authority to put them down? There 
was no proclamation which we treated with neg- 
lect—there was no ministerial inteferrence treated 
with the slightest neglect or disregard—no public 
officer or remonstrance treated with anything but the 
utmost respect. Ifthe meetings were dangerous why 
were they not proclaimed? They were proclaimed 
at last—but if they were dangerous why were they 
not proclaimed before? Yet we are called conspira- | 
tors—if we are, were we not so twelve months ago? | 
Gentlemen, we are branded as conspirators because 
we have done our utmost toobey the law. Those 
meetings were tranquil—acknowledged so, and they 
had just come toa conclusion; there was to be an 
end of them, and wll the violent language which had 
so offended some parties was finished. But the meet- 
ings were not illegal, they were peaceable, unbound- 
edly so, and the attorney general had put it in proof. 
It is scarcely necessary for me to ayow anything— 
it might be better for me to conceal—but I have no- 
thing to conceal—I avow the whole 39 meetings 
againstine. The government knew that these meet- 
ings were called, and J for one will not impute to 
the attorney general that he Jay bye for the purpose 
of layinga trap. I can say no such thing. I donot 
believe it possible, and I feel bound to do him the 
common justice of saying so. I feel further bound 
to tell you that that learned gentleman did not inter- 
fere, merely because he could not, and that because 
he had no ground to stand upon. I am told that I 
have used an equivocal word iu saying these meet- 
ings were quiet by design. My lords, I repeat it, | 
fully adopt the ex pression—that design existed before, 
it exists now, and my lords, it will exist, notwith- 
standing any result of this trial. It is not from me, 
gentlemen, that the people have ga:med this know. 
jledge—they have been taught by bitter experience; 
their education has been so complete in this, that they 
cannot expect any amelioration of their condition 
with combination. Now, geutlemen, what evidence 
of a conspiracy have you? [I say none; but I leave it 
to you, upon your consciences, to say is there any 
evidence? You, gentlemen, have the responsibility 
upon your own shoulders-—-you must answer to your 
#laker fur the verdict you shall return, Now, gen- 
tiemen, | submit to you that there is no evidence be- 
fore you at all. You have bad nothing but newspaper 
evidence jaid before you—now I submit to their lord- 
ships, that this is no evidence, unless a conspi- 
racy has heen proved. There has been no evidence 
laid before you but newspapers, and I submit that 
those newspapers are no evidence until the conspi- 
racy is proved; which, apparently cannot be done 
witnoutthem. Where, gentlemen, is any proof bring 
ing me in connexion with any of the newspapers. | 
might, in law, appeal to their Jordships, but | prefer 
40 appeal to you upon the facts. Now, gentlemen, 
you will remember the evidence you have before 
you; keep in mind that the repeal association dis- 
tinctly disavowed that any newspaper was the organ. 
‘That was a fact aod you have it in proof before you. 
Undoubtedly we sent newspapers to various indiridu- 
gis, but what does that amount to? Mersly to this— 
that cogtain parties subscribe @ ecrtain gum of mo- 


‘ 





bleod.” 


Gentlemen, that has been the theory of my whole | 
life. I would rather forego any advantage than 
that one drop of human blood should beshed. 1. 
have said it fifty times—I have boasted of it—I have | 
proclaimed it as Joudly as ever public man prociaim- | 
ed it—J have stood alone sometimes in disclaiming, | 
inthe most direct terms, all intention to resort to | 


litical existence, and that I should forsake all and 
enter intoa conspiracy. No, I have been more suc- 
cessful, and 1am more successful, by acting on the 
principles of justice, of charity, of obedience to the 
laws, and a total abhorrence of force and violence. 
No; you cannot beheve thatl would desert every 
principle of my public life and enter intoa conspira- 
cy. No; it would be too grossly inconsistent with 


physical force—I have disclaimed it in all times, and one rhe ypc Ail yet poenres ri public et 
under al! eontingencies except in the extreme case | “4° 1) 18 NO’ on Bats point alone—miere are omer in- 


cies. 
human blood should beshed. It hasever been my | 
pride during my political life to avow this sentiment, | 
and I would have abandoned, and I would now a- | 


bandon the sacred cause of repeal, if one drop of | 
human bloed was shed; I proclaimed this feeling on | 
my part in the cause of Catholic emancipation. Yes, | 
[ sueceeded with emancipation by the mighty aid | 
and power of that principle. Look, gentlemen of | 
the jury, to the past history and progress of eman:| 
cipation. 


Lock to the struggles which have hitherto been made, 
and will yet be made, inthe cause of repeal. 
one drop of blood has been shed! And is it right— 
is it wise to interrupt a man in such a peaceful ca- 
reer? {s it right or wise to interrupt a man who has 
ever laid down this principle as the basis of his pub- 
lic conduct? Is it right to come out and call that the 
conduct of a conspirator, and to treat him hkea 
man who had resorted to forcible means? Oh, gen- 
tlemen, ! belong to a Christain persuasion, the grand 
principle of which is that no quantity of advantage 
—no quantity of benefit or advantage to the church, 
or to the state itseif—no, not even to Heaven itself, 
can be permitted to be earned at the expense of any 
crime whatever; that no moral offence can, not only 
be not justified, or even as much as palliated, by any 
amountof advantage so obtained, and if I have any 
co-believer in that box, [ need not repeat that doc- 
trine, because he will have professed that doctrine 
himself. But why should I, as a Christian man, 
proclaim one thing and practice another? But, gen- 
tlemen of the jury. you cannot believe it. No, the 
entire tenor of my life shows the sincerity with 


ed it over and over again—I have announced it so 
often that I say no circumstance of my life can leave 
you to doubt the sincerity of my avowal. My lord, 
ithas appeared sufficiently in the newspapers—my 
lord, no man ever possessed so much public cunfi- 
dence as I have. I say | possess it, and no man ever 
possessed it so long, so unreservedly. | have obtain- 
ed the confidence of the Roman Catholic laity of 
every class, yes, not only of those who are in pover- 
ty or distress, and look to a change, or to an ame- 
lioration of their condition, but | have obtained also 
the confidence of the higher classes—of the Catho- 
lie clergy, and of the episcopacy. I have obtained 
that confidence by the assertion of this principle, and 
by the sincerity with which | have adhered to it; 
they know with what sincerity J] profess it. How 
long could | possess this confidence if I did not show 
by years of public activity and energy, and the con- 
tinuousness of my public conduct, that I deserved it? 
Gentlemen, | stand before you, having earned that 
confidence which no man who ever wished to perpe- 
trate a crime could retain. Noman could continue 
to preserve it under such circumstances. For near- 
ly forty years | have held to the principle lavowed, 
and my sincerity has been unmitigated, complete, 
and entire. No, the voice of calumny cannot ma- 


\lign me. Oh! gentlemen, you differ from me in re- 








ligtom. Bast teil got howe whose fakh | profegs that 


Look to the settlement of that question, |Clent to cope with them! Now, ; 
Not one drop of blood wasspilled in obtaming it. | # ™an ready to sacrifice a principle to popularity. I 


Not | combinators. 


which | made the announcement—I have announc- | 


of an attack of civil war, but in all other contingen- |Cidents in my public fife which will enable you to 
I have always said that not one single drop of | frm a better Judgment of my conduct. 


‘} here is 
not one of youl that box who does not remember 
the frightful state of the combination of the work- 
ing and trading classes. You know that before that 
combination was put down, lives were sacrificed in 
the public streets, violence was offered to individuals 
and to property from day to day, and, if death did 
not ensue in recent cases, it was accidental, rather 
than owing to the strict forbearance on the part of 

ombinators. The public authorities were insufli- 


Now, it is said that] am 


icould easily have made myself popular among the 
1 opposed them,! stood alone in my 
opposition tothem; | did so at the peri! of my life. 
Ata meeting at the Exchange, all these men were 
opposed to me, and 1 owed the preseryation of my 
life toa policeman. You remember 8 all! What 
occurred? I contended with those who were so fu- 
riously against me, and I cpposed the combination. I 
did all this at the expense of my popularity, and at 
the risk of my life. Isit likely that I should take 
this part in order to play the hypocrite? It was not 
in that case alone, that! acted thus; for what do you 
find recorded of me in the newspapers? Why, my 
| persevering and perpetual opposition to Ribbonism 
| —my condemnation of all secret societies. 


| Have you not seen, and do you not remember my 
| warm denunciations of such societies, to the police 
—my publicly calling upon them to stop the progress 
of Ribbonism? Oh, gentlemen, if I were a conspi- 
‘rator, would I not be glad to be joined by conspira- 
‘tors? If my means were applied to what I wish to 
carry out, would 1 not have roused the Ribbonmen 
\in various parts of Ireland? [had influence enough 
| to do so, | had only to countenance it, and nobody 
knows how far it would have extended had I done 
so. You have before you over and over again my 
disceuntenance of, and resistance to, secret socie- 
liss Gentlemen, take these things into your considera- 
tion, and say, upon your conscience—say, if you can, 
that that man is a base hypocrite! But you cannot say 
so—you would not tarnish your consciences. But 
this point in my political life must have struck you: 
—I am, and have been, opposed to the laws for mak- 
ing provisions for the poor. I opposed poor laws of* 
every kind. With the influence which | possessed, 
could | not have poverty against property, and hare 
insisted upon al] the poor being fed by the rich? [ 
was tormented by my friends, | was sneered and 
jeered by all—by many who had joined me. I con- 
sulted my conscience. I saw the real nature of a 
provision which only makes more destitution than it 
relieves; and the effect of which must be to inflict a 
great burden on the property of the country. I knew 
it was unfit for the people, but 1 am bound to say 
that when it passed into a law I did not give it the 
smallest opposition. I allowed the experiment to be 
fairly tried, and many of those who had previously 
abused me, allowed that ] was right and they were 
wrong. lam ready now to facilitate and assist its 
working in every way] can, but I go back to the time 
fwhen it was unpopular, and when it was shouted out 
of society by Micse whom | ostecmed most, and 
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whose good opinion I valued, and [I appeal to that. 
part of my life as an answer to this fou! charge of, 
conspiracy. Gentlemen, you must also recollect, for it’ 
is in evidence, the manner of my answer to M. Thiers’ 

speech and address. You heard that in the evidence | 
of Mr. Bond Hughes; and now, as | have mentioned 
his name, let me say one word of Mr. Bond Linghes. | 
Gentlemen, I was one of those the most active. 
against that gentleman, because I felt convinced | 
at the time that he had sworn that which was not 

true. Now, I am glad his name has been referred to, | 
because it affords me the opportunity which lam 
proud to avail myself of, to declare that | never saw | 
a witness on the table who gave his evidence more. 
fairly than Mr. Hughes, and I am fistaly convinced | 
that it was a mistake, which any honest man might! 
have fallen into, that occasioned the apparent con- | 
tradiction in his evidence. J know this is not a part! 
of the case, but Iam sure your lordships will think | 
that Iam not wrong in making this public avowal. | 
It appears by his report, also, how firmly { rejected | 
the only ground on which we could obtain sympathy 
from them, and that we declined to take any sup- 
port from them in the slightest degree disparaging to. 
our religion. But that is put still more strongly | 
when you recollect my strong denunciations of the | 
American slave owners. You will recollect that at! 
the time large sums of money were being collected | 
in the slavcholding states of the Union, remittances | 
were in progress, and considerable progress had been | 
made in getting up an association in Charleston, S.C... 
Did I shrink from doing my duty upon the slave_ 
question? Did [ not use the strongest language? Did’ 
i not denounce, as the enemies of God and man,)} 
those culprits and criminals? Did | not compare the 
associating ourselves with them as an association 
with thieves, and pickpockets, and felons? Did [not 
resort to language the strongest and most violent to. 
express my denunciation of the horrible traflic in| 
human beings; of the execrable nature of the slave 
trade—and of all the immorality and frightful con 

sequences that resulted from that infamous traffic?— 
If { was a hypocrite I might have given them a few 
smooth words; but [denounced them, and thereby | 
showed that there was nothing of hypocrisy in those | 
public principles I have always advocated, that no! 
assistance could be accepted by us which should in! 
the slightest degree interfere with’our allegiance to! 
our sovereign. Gentlemen, you will recollect also, | 
that we had offers of support from the republican 

party in France, headed by Ledru Rollin. 1: ts a) 
considerable and ever powerful party. [tis that) 
party which hates England most, with an irrational | 
and ferocious hatred, arising most probably from the | 
blow struck at their vanity at Waterloo—ihat is tie | 
party headed by Ledru Rollin. Gentlemen, you have | 
nis letter, and you have my answer. Did | seek his, 
support, or that of his party? Did I mitigate even | 
from the decisiveness of my answer; did f appear un- 

willing to repeat and readily avow il? No, gentle. | 
men—I tock a firm tone of loyalty—t rejected their 

support—|! refused their offer—1L cautioned them | 
agaist coming over here—lI refused everything that 
was inconsistent with my allegiance, and is that the 
way that my hypocrisy is proved to you? But not! 
alone with that party in France did the Irish people | 
fling off all connexion, but even as regarded the pre- | 
sent monarch of France, we refused all, even the} 
slightest sympathy. It has gone forth to the world—it | 
lias been proved to you that | hurled defiance, so far) 
as ai humbie individual like myself could, against} 
the monarch who at present governs the Frenci na-| 
tion. ‘The learned attorney general, with a good) 
deal of ingenuity, introduced to your notice the re- 
port of the secret committee ef the house of com- 
mons, in 1797, and he toid you thal we were acting 
upon that plan. In 1797 they were looking. fur 
French sympathy and assistance—they had emissa 

ries in. France representing them there, and they hau 
probably persons representing the French here— 
they were looking for foreign furce and foreign as- 
sistance, and he teils you that our objects were those 
of the United Irishmen of 1797! Oh, gentlemen, | 
they were diametrically the reverse. It may be that) 
we look to the restoration of the elder branch of the | 
house of Bourbon, known as Henry the oth, but 1 
should be sorry to wait fur a repeal of the Union till | 
thea. (Much jaughter.) Not that I should dispa. 
rage his tithe, fur | for one believe that Europe will 
never be pertectly safe until that branch of the fa- 
mily of the Buurbons is restored—restored upon the 
principles upon which the monarchy of 1053 was re- 
stored. 

But I would not disparage the claim that I fora 
moment laugh at, but I said this is a quarter from 
whence we refuse the sitghtest assistance, and | burl- 
ed the indignation of my mind against the man who 
would olfer to the children of France to be educated 
by wfide! professors, and refused them that religious 
education their parents wished them to receive. | 
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will not, gentlemen, enter further into this point, but 
you will see from those papers my antagonism to the 
Freach government. But, gentlemen, there is ano- 
ther point in my conduct—:ny antagonism to the 
chartists. You may remember that when the asso- 


ciation was in full foree, the chartists were in a state | 
of insurrection in England—they were coming in| 


their hundreds and thousands and tens of thousands 
into the manufacturing towns of England, and you 
will recollect further, that there was something fas- 


cinating in the doctrines of chartism for the poorer | 


classes, because it proposed in truth and in substance. 
a violation of all the lawsof property. If I had meant 
anything wicked or criminal would I not have be- 
friended and supported the chartists? On the con- 
trary, did [| not denounce them—did I not keep the 
Irish in England from joining them, and was there 
not an outrage actually committed in Manchester on 


account of the Irish holding aloof from them? Yes, | 
gentlemen, I assisted the constituted authorities in | 


England, by my influence over the Irish residing 
there. 
that the moment a member of our association joined 
the chartist institution in England his money was re- 
turned to him, and his name was struck out of our 
books? Now, gentlemen, if my object was popular 


insurrection—if [ was anxious for a popular out- 
break—good Heaven, let any man of you place him. ' 


self in my situation, and ask what he could do, for 
the present is a charge of a popular insurrection. If 
i wished for an insurrection would I not wish to have 
strength—would I not wish to have the system of 
chartism supported? Did not f, on the other hand, 
meet it in Dublin—did I not hunt it out of Dublin, 
and, if my oath were taken, I firinly declare my con- 
scientious conviction that, had { not interfered, char- 
tism would have spread from one end of the land to 
another. 
ed every thing that is inconsistent with the integrity 
of my political principles. Thank Heaven, | suc- 
cessfully opposed and resisted it, and while | have a 


right to make you judge of my actions and motives, | 
by referring to those leading features of my political | 
lite, I shall ever rejoice that | kept society and pro- | 


perty from that invasion. Gentlemen, there is ano- 
ther part worthy of your consideration, namicly, my 
consistent sworn allegiance to our sovereign. You 
find it in all these newspapers. Tler name is never 
mentioned but with respect, and always wiih enthu- 


siasm and delight; nay, when a speech was made by | 
her majesty’s ministers, derogatory to our objects | 


aid motives, don’t you find me with most tedious 
pertinacity making a distinction between her majesty 
aud her ministers. You have heard it fifty times re- 


peated, and at every meeting—I omitted it at none, ' 


and J made in all these cases a constitutional distine- 
tion between herself and her ministers, and the at- 
torney general has no right to say that there was one 
particle of disloyalty towards her in my observations 
upon the speech. Gentlemen, having taken all these 
precautions, having repeated these assertions over 
and over again, almost disgusting those who heard 


ine even to nausea, what then becomes of the attor- | 


ney general that 1 spoke disrespectfully of her ma- 
jest)? My lords, | thank Heaven there 1s not a par- 
ticle in this case to taint, iti the slightest degree, our 
loyalty or allegiance. Now, my lords, as regards 
myseil, Tain come to that time of Ife that she can 
Jo nothing for me; but there is not a man in expec: 
tation in this court who has taken half the patus I 
have to inspire and win the aliegiance of the people 
of Ireland. 
general acted. unfairly in. He read the queen’s 
speech, and then my newspaper speech, and the 
scolding that ministers gave me, and then I said: Judy 
would not let us go on.” He said that fl represented 
the Queen as afishwoman. Whatever becomes of 
the cause don’t b heve that. | eonfess that I feel an- 
noyed and humiliated that such a charge should be 
made against me. I speak in no terms of disrespect 
to the aitorney general; but 1 ulterly repudiate and 
deny that | ever spoke in disrespectful terms of my 
sovereign, and 1 say it is false to impute to me an in- 


tention of applying the olfeusive expression referred | 


iu, to the speech of her majesty. 1 did not treat it 


as her speech, but as tralot ter mimisters, who were | 


coustitulionally responsible for it. Idisclaim, abhor, 


ana hate the imputation of offering a word of any-!| 


thing in the Jeast disrespectful towards my august 
monarch. Upon all occasions | inculcated principles 
of sincere loyally to the throne, and | distinctly sepa 
rated all reterence in my remarks between the per- 
son of the queen and her ministers. | fear | have 
detained you longer than I had intended in reierring 
tu what hus heretofore been my public conduct; but 
ia coming to a proper estimate of my motives, it was 
necessary to draw attention to my acts, and though 
iIny eXpositions may be feeble—though my talents 
may be sinall, though my energies may be decreas- 
ing, and though my strength may be deciiaing, and 


Why was it not given to you in evidence, | 


But I have opposed that, as I have oppos- | 


‘There is one thing | think the attorney | 





years increasing, still you will find then as now im- 
planted in my breast, a burning love for the prospe- 
rity of Treland; and, for the liberties of my country. 

Well, the public meetings did take p!ace; I do not 
not deny it. Their cbject was the reneal of the 
Union. Was that a bad object? JI deny that it was, 
On the contrary, it was a most useful object for Ire. 
land, so much so, that before I sit down, Thope to 
demonstrate to every one in couri—the neutrality of 
ithe bench of course excepted—the absolute necessity 
for such a measure, and its effects on the property, 
commerce, and injury of our native land. J hope 
that many of the jury whom I address, will be in- 
duced, from the strength of the case I shall put be- 
fore them, to join in calling forthe repea!—[a laugh. ] 
It is my duty to put the facts before you, and I will 
be able to show to demonstration that the English 
_ parliament has, from a remole period, governed Ire- 
land with a narrow jealousy of Jrish prosperity, and 
in a grudging spirit of tts independence. Then 
I will first refer you to the history of our woollen 
manufactures, and te what did happen in the 
reizn of a monarch whose memory you prebably hold 
in very great esteem. [ will now call your attention 
to the transactions of 1782, which was looked upon 
asa final adjustment of the relations between the 





_two countries, and «hen an [rish parliament was de- 
clared to Jast forever. I will next direct my obser- 
vations to prove the great prosperity which followed 
as the result of legislative independence. I will then 
show you that the measure of the Union was forced 
upon the Irish people. I. will demonstrate the mani- 
fold evils Mowing from it, and the bad effects on our 
trade and commerce, and will refer you to the ex. 
‘istence of vast distress and misery throughout the 
land; and I will prove to you that the only remedy 
for its cure, and for avoiding separation from Eng- 
land, is to be found in the restoration of our native 
parliament, Now, as to the 1!! treatment of Ireland 
‘by England, the fact is so confessedly true, that it is 
scarcely necessary for me to adduce any proof of it 
—itis scarcely necessary for me to detoin you by 
any remark upon this point of the case, yet lam 
brought here by the atturney general because I have 
agitated to bring about the greatest possible blessing 
to my-countrymen. My defence is, that the repeal 
of the Union would relieve ali the distress and mise- 
ry which we behold. and in the perk ce of my 
sacred duty to the Irish people, Iwill place their 
ase triumphantly befure you. I heave said that it 
was my duty-——i am bound by gratitude, also. Once 
I have represented the county of Clare, with a po- 
pulation 250,009 inhabitants. Onee I had the honor 
‘of representing the county of Waterfords with its 
300,000 inhabitants. Once again | have been return- 
ed from my native comity Ikerry, containinga popula- 
tion of 260.000 inhabitants. Once for Meath. whose 
people amount to 300,000; and I now stand the re- 
presentative of the county of Cork, with a popula- 
tion of 750,000 inhabitants. 
twice had the honor of being the member of the city 
of Dublin, and once for Kiikeny. It is, therefore, 
my bounden duty—and from motives of gratitude to 
those who have shown mesuch marks of favor—to 
do all | can to promote their comforts and prosperi- 
ty. Tam their hired servant. Tadmit it. | am their 
paid servant, and though it may take away from the 
chivalry of my station, Il avow that { reeecive their 
wages, and lam ready now to ecarnit. [ begin by 
showing you the system of misgovernment pursued 
by England at all times towards this country, and [ 
shall quote for you the views put forward by an em- 
ment French bisturian-—one of the liferati of his day. 
(Mr. O’Conneil here read an extract fromm the work 
of M. Thiers, in which it was stated that the Eng- 
lish government had for five centuries governed Ire- 
‘land in a spirit of jealousy of its prosperity—and 
describing the fertility of the soil—the biessings 
poured on it by nature, but the wretchedness of its 
people.} That was a melancholy picture of the 
manner in which this country was governed for five 
hundred years, and of the baneful influence of Eng- 
‘dish government. Have I the authority of Thiers 
alone? No. Ihave also the authority of Mr. Pitt 
for the advantages possessed by Ireland; and I find 
him, in discussing the commercial propositions of 
1785, admitting thatit was the uniform policy of 
England to depress Irish interests, in order to ad- 
'vance their own. ‘That isnot my language, it is the 
language of Mr. Pitt, avowing openly the policy 
pursued by England towards Ireland. 1 now come 
to another authority, which, in this court, at all 
events, will carry great weight. | mean that of the 
‘late chief justice Busche. Listen, I besecch you, to 
the words of that gifted man: “ You are called upon to 
give up your independence, and to whom are you 
'called upon to give it up? ‘To a nation which for six 


“\t 
¥ \ 
beactal 


it] 


hundred years has treated you with uniform oppres- 
! e 4 . ry’ 

;sion and injustice. Phe treasury bench startles at 
it the treasu- 


, the assertion—aon wteus hie scrmo cst. 


Besides this, I have’ 
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ry bench scold me, Mr. Pitt willscold then; it is his 
assertion, inso many words, in his speech. Ireland, 
says he, has been always treated with injustice and 
itNiberality. Ireland, says Junius, has been uniform- 
ly plundered and oppressed. This is not the slander 
of Junius, nor the candor of Mr. Pitt—it is history. 
For centuries have the British parliament and na- 
tion kept you down, shackled your commerce, and 
paralyzed your exertions—despised your character, 
and ridiculed your pretensions to any privileges, 
commercial or consitutional: She has never con- 
ceded a point to you -which she could avoid, or 
granted favor which was not reluctantly distilled.— 
They have been all wrung from her like drops of her 
blood.” Gentlemen, [ have never used language half 
so strong, half so powerful, or half so eloquent, as 
the passage I have read? There was this candid ad- 
mission made by Mr. Secretary Cooke, the author of 
the pamphlet—namely, that the intention of the Bri- 
tish government was only to prevent Ireland from 
growing too great and powerful. There was another 
passage in it, to the effect that England was extort- 
ing, in the moment of her strength, those rights 
which she would likely concede in a moment of her 
weakness—that it was the denial of the rights from 
from one great nation to the other—from an intole- 
rance of its prosperity. 


— +m 


April, 1782, said: “So far was he from thinking that, His lordship, in a speech made by him in 1798 
Great Britain had aright to govern Ireland if she made use of those remarkable words; and I beg to 
did not choose to be governed by us, that he main- ‘call your particular attention to them. ‘*There is 
tained that no country that ever had existed or did not,” said his lordship, ‘fa nation on the habitable 
exist, had a right to hold the sovereignty of another globe, which has advanced in cultivation, civilization, 


another passage; in May, 1782, hie says: ‘He desired 
gentlemen to look forward to that happy period when 
Ireland should experience the blessings that attend 


against the will and consent of that other.” And in’ agriculture,and manufacture, with the same rapidity, 


in the same period, as Ireland had from 1772 to 1793.” 
I will call your attention to Lord Grey’s speech on 
the Scottish Union, in 1799. “In truth,” said the no- 


freedom of trade and constitution; when, by the rich- | bleman, “for a period of more than forty years after 
ness and fertility of her soil, the industry of her the Scotch Union, Scotland exhibited no proofs of 
manufactures, and the increase of her population, | increased industry and rising wealth.” Lord Grey, 
she should become a powerful country; then might in continuation, stated that—Till after 1748, there 
England look for powerful assistance to seamen to; was no sensible advance of the connerce of Scot- 
man her fleets, and soldiers to fight her battles. Eng- | Jand. Several of her manufactures were not estab- 
land renouncing all right to legislate for Ireland, the Jished till sixty years after the union, and her princi- 
latter would most cordially support the former as a_ pal branch of manufactures was not set up, I believe, 
friend whom she loved. If this country, on the till1781. The abolition of the heritable j irisdictions 
other hand, was to assume the power of making laws | was the first great measure that gave an impulse to 
of a friend, for where there was not a community of the spirit of improvement in Scotland. Since that 
interests, there the party whose interests were so time, the prosperily of Scotland bas been considera- 
sacrificed became an enemy.”—2 vol. p. 60. Such’ ble, but certainly not so great as that of Ireland has 
was the principle upon which the great settlement, been within the same period.” J will now refer you 
was brought about. I would ask you gentlemen of to Lord Plunket, who, in giving a description of [re- 
the jury, did you ever in your lives know a single Jand in a speech ia parliament in 1799, in one of his 
individual volunteer of 1782, who, to the last mo- | happiest efforts of oratory, speaks of her as of ‘a lit- 





When in the beginning to address yon, (resumed 
Mr. O’Connell,) I said that [ would be able to show 


you that it was an intolerance of Irish prosperity | 


that had created the Union; and if the author of this 
sentiment were here in court, he should have avowed 
every word of what he had said, for he spoke it in 
the sincerity of his heart. I think I need not go 
much further to prove to you that it was the intole- 
rance of the British government for the Irish pros- 
perity which had influenced the measure of the 

nion. Gentlemen of the jury, mark the words, 
for you have this avowal from an authority you can- 
not doubt. ‘These are topics which cannot ever be 
forgotten—and I fee] much obliged to the Jearned 
attorney general for giving me the opportunity of re- 
viving them. 

I must refer you next, gentlemen of the jury, toa 
letter from Primate Boulter, at the same period, re- 
ferring to the same subject, in which the learned pre- 
Jate charged the British government with pursuing 
an infamous policy towards Ireland, in making the 


most odious distinctions between the different sects | 


and religions in Ireland, and setting one in actual 
hostility towards the other, for the purpose of com- 


pleting their own unjust intentions, and that such a. 
policy must be deprecated as a very great calamity. | 


Have I-not proved what | have said, (continued 


Mr. O’C.,) from the evidence of such men as Pitt, | 


Burke, Primate Boulter, and others: I shall now, 
gentlemen, invite you to consider with me transac- 
actions of 1782, and I will detain you but a very 
short Lime on this peint, because every thing con- 
nected with that period nust be familiar to the Irish 
mind. That was a solitary bright spot in the history 
of Ireland—a green island, as it were, amid the steri- 
lity of the world—an casis of prosperity amid the 
mass of misrule and tyranny which had surrounded 
us. ‘The transactions of 1782 cannot be forgotten, 
and the prosperity of Ireland at the time, as it ap- 
peared, was of the most consummate advantage to 
England, who assailed America and was defeated.— 
She endeavored to crush the forces of America, but 
America resist: d, and America, from rebellion, ob- 
tained a revolution. England then wanted the assist- 
ance of Jreland. She had not then sufficient troops 
to support her demands, and to maintain, ifshe were 
opposed, her connection with this country. Did Ire- 
jand then. think of separating herself from England? 
Oh no, that was always a thought which was foreign 
to the Irish mind. They sought not for separation, 
but they sought for the assertion of Irish rights. The 
Irish obtained free trade, and they demanded legis- 
lative independence. It was not then safe for Eng- 
land to refuse her just demands; it was not prudent 
to treat Jreland with disregard. England willingly 
conceded those demands. Ina letter written about 
that time, from the leader of the government, were 
contained these words: “Will nobody stop that mad- 
man Grattan; Nobody did attempt to stop the de- 
mands of Grattan; and the revolution of 1782 obtain- 
ed for ireland those rights which she laid claim to. 


Gentlem€n of the jury, it is part of history that 
the monarch of that day, from the throne, declared 
this to be a final adjustment, and that there was no 
1 yy left open for further discussion. Jt is a facet 
that the English house of commons, had respective- 
ly declared that this was a final adjustment. The 


lord lieutenant from the throne, in the Irish house of 


parliament, had declared the same. Both houses de- 
clared it to be final. But how was this got rid of? 
] will come to that presently. I will show you, gen- 
tlemen, what the opinions of certain statesn.en were 
With respect to wis subject. Charles James Fox, in 





ment of his life, did not boast of having participated tle island with a population of four or five millions of 
inthe change that then took place. It was clear ‘people, hardy, gallant, and enthusiastic—possessed of 
that up to thistime Ireland had preserved her alle- : all the means oF civilization, azriculture, and com- 
‘giance and had gained tranquility in connection with merce, well pursued and understood; a constitution 
,it—that she, in fact, clung with firmer hold to her fully recognized and established; her revenues, her 
connection with England while she obtained those | trade, her manufactures thriving beyond the hope or 
‘salutary results. J may be asked gentlemen, whether the example of any other country of her extent—- 
] have any proof that the prophecy of Mr. Fox was! within these few years advancing with a rapidity as- 
realized, that the prosperity promised to Ireland had tonishing even to herself; not complaining of defi- 
been actually gained by the legislative independence. | ciency in these respects, but enjoying and acknow- 
J will tell you upon what evidence 1 will demon-|jedging her prosperity, (hear, hear.) Sie is catled 
‘strate these facts. The first authority I shail refer)on to surrender them all to the coatrol of—wl.om? 
you to is, Pitt in 1790, when proposing the measure Js it to a great and powerful continent, to whom na- 
of the Union. He should quote the following from ture intended her as an appendage—to amighty peo- 
the Anti-Union Evening Post: “Pitt’s case at the! ple, totally exceeding her in all calculation of terri- 
| Union would be strong if he could have shown that tory or population? No! but to another happy little 
Ireland was declining and impoverished under her | island, placed beside her in the bosom of the AUantic, 
own parliament. But the facts were too powerful of little more thar double her territory and popula- 
‘for him to wrestle with, and he was unable to meet! tron. and possessing resources not nearly so superior 
them in that way. And what, therefore, was his to her wants.” 
reasoning. ‘As Ireland,’ he said, ‘was so prosperous At this stage of the proceedings, the chief justice 
under her own parliament, we can calculate thatthe | said that the court was becoming so intolerably hot, 
amount of that prosperity will be trebie under the that one of the windows should be opened. 
British legistature.’ He first quoted aspeech of Mr.) Mr. O°Connell—Very well, my Lord, anid I shall 
| Foster’s, in 1785, in these words—The exportation take advantage of this opportunity to go out fora 
of Irish produce to England amounts to two millions moment. 
and a half annually, and the exportation of British, ‘Tbe court then adjourned for a few minutes. 
produce to Ireland amounts to cne million. Hegives) when the court resumed, Mr. O'Connell said— 
| another quotation rom Foster, in W hich it ts said— |Gentlemen, when the adjournment took place, | was 
Britain imports annually 2,500,000/. of our pro-| in the act of reading for you several authorities, show- 

ducts, all, or very nearly all, duty free, and we im- | ing how much Ireland progressed under an indepen- 
port almost a million of hers, and raise a revenue gent parliament; Ihave a few more, | think, to corro- 
jon almost every articie of if;” this relates to the year borate and bear out, and, if possible, to extend the 
1785. Pitt goes on to say—‘ But how stan's the case | proof of that prosperity. You heard how, in the 
now? 1799.) The trade at this time is infinitely | vear 1810, a meeting was held in Dublin to petition 
more advantageous to Jreland. It will be proved fur the repeal of the union, which, at that lime, was 
from the documents that [hold in my hand, a far as discussed in the corporation and other places. 1 will 
jrelates to the mere interchange of manufactures, ‘now read for you the speech of Mr. Hutton, made at 
| that the manufactures exported to Ireland frown | the corporation—who then belonged toa respectable 
| Great Britain in 1797, very little exceeded one mil- | jouse that still holds a high character in the city,— 
| lion sterling (the articles of produce amount tonear- |. gome of us” said he, “remember the country as she 


ily the same sum;) whilst G. Brituin on the other hand, 
‘imported from Ireland to the amount of more than 
three millions in the manufacture of linen and linen 
yarn, and between two and three millions in provisions 
and cattle, besides corn and other articles of pro- 
duce.” Youhave heard proof of the prosperity of Ire- 
land from authority which cannot be questioned.— 
We at that time exported three millions worth of 
linen, and linen yarn, besides our exports in provi- 
sious, Which amounted to a million and a half. Wirat 
were our imports of English manufactured goods at 
that time? At half the amount of what we exported. 
How does the case stand at present? You all know 
too well indeed; | may say that some of you have 
had sad experience of the fact; that almost every 
thing we use now is imported from Engl ind, and all 
our manufactures are gone, and our people who 
lived upon the wages which are always derived from 
that source, are famishing. When we exported three 
millions and a half of manufactured goods, you are 
aware that a very large proportion of that amount 
consisted of wages paid to the Jaborers and artizans 


the farmer and shop-keeper; thus went on increasing 
comfort and prosperity throughout the land. But 
alas! what is the case now? Wretchedness and mi- 
sery prevail where wealth and happiness once had 
their abode. And should the man be punished who 
has no other object under Heaven but to restore his 
country to her former state—independence and pros- 
perity? Phave given you the authority of another 
man who wus very favorable to the Irish people, 


lord Clare. 











employed; and that money was again expended with | 


'was before we recovered and brought back our con- 
| stitution in the year 1782. We are reminded of it 
|at the present period. ‘Then, as now, our merchants 
| were without trade—onur shop-keepers without cus- 
| tomers—our work:nen without employment—then, as 
| now, it became the universal feeling, that nothing 
but the recovery of our rights would save us. Our 
rights were recovered, and how soon afterwards, in- 
‘deed, as if by magic, plenty smiled on us, and we 
/soon became prosperous and happy.’? Gentlemen, 
‘in the year 1798, when the Union was talked of, the 
| Bankers of. Dublin had a mecting, and in the chair 
| was the head of the firm of Latouche. ‘That was on 
‘the 18th of December, 1795; when the following-re 
| solutions were passed: " 
| Resolved, ‘That since the renunciation of Great 
| Britain, in 1782, to legislate for the commerce and 
prosperity of lreiand, they have eminently increased. 

“Resolved, That we attribute these blessings, un- 
der Providence, to the wisdom of the Irish parlia- 
iment.” 


I have, in addition. to these, from a most urques- 
| tionable authority, (as authority incapable of deceiv- 
ing or of being deceivyed,) the relative increase’ in 
Rugland and treland of the consumption of tea, to- 
bacco, wine, sugar, and coffee, from 1725 to the 
union, which is as follows: 
‘J'ea—increase in Ireland 
inerease in England 
From 1736 to the union. 
‘Tobacco—increase in Jreland 
incicase mm Bogland 


84 per cent. 
45 per cent. 





100 per cent. 
O4 per cent. 
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From 1787 to the union. 


Wine— increase in Ireland 74 per cent. 
increase in England 22 per cent. 

From 1785 to the union. 
Sugar—increase in Ireland 57 per cent. 
increase in England 53 per cent. 
Coffee—increase in Ireland 600 per cent. 
increase in England 75 per cent. 


I hope to demonstrate, gentlemen, that there 1s no 
country which can ever surpass in prosperity the ad- 
vancement made by Ireijand from the period of 1782 to 
the union. There is a cant word often used by many 
people, ‘dismemberment of the empire,” which I will 
prove to be an absurdity. Ireland, with her own 
parliament, increased in prosperity during her con- 
nection with England; and why should she require a 
dismemberment? I cannot understand the term dis- 
memberment, unless from a state that is in the depths 
of poverty, not with one in which she increased in 

rosperity, as Ireland did with England, when stie 
had her own parliament, and as I fervently believe 
will again experience under her own domestic legis- 
Jature. We lost our own parliament by means of 
corruption; the means were certainly those best suit- 
ed to the nature of so deleterious an object, and every 
thing that the worst passions could effect were ar- 








raigned to accomplish it. How was it carried? The 
atiorney general has referred to the report of a se 
cret committee of the house of commons in °96 and | 
97. J will now refer you to the report of the secret | 
committee of the house of lords, in 1791, wherein it’ 
is stated that it was accomplished by the foment of 
the rebellion to such a pitch, and that the govern. | 
ment’s fastening it, was the first ingredient of that, 
vile and nefarious plan. A personnamed McGuane, | 
attorney, gave information to the government: he, 
was a colonel in the United Irishmen, as well as a’ 
county deputy. He attended all the meetings of the’ 
county deputies; and, on the 4th of May, 1797, he got. 
into the pay of government, and transmitted to them, | 
(through a Mr. Clelland, agent to Lord Londonder- | 
ry,) the names of all persons who attended, the re-' 
turns made, and the time and place for the next. 
meeting. So that the government was in full pus-— 
session of the entire proceedings; knew the names of 
the colonels and the county deputies; and where 
hey were to be found at a particular time; so that if 
they had been so disposed, they could have had them 
all arrested, and thereby crushed the rebellion at 
once, but, instead of doing so, they let it go on for 
the purpose of carrying the union. | will now refer 
you to another authority, which you will find in the 
life of Grattan, second volume, page 145, it is as fol- 
Jows: The entire eountry rose against the measure; 
but they were controlled and checked by the milita 
ry, as well as the dissensions that existed among 
themselves. Mr. Plunket made use of these words: 
Plunket: “I accuse the government of fomenting the, 
embers of a lingering rebellion; of hallooing the Pro- 
testant against the Catholic, and the Catholic against 
the Protestant; of artfully keeping alive domestic dis 
sensions for the purposes of subjugation.” It is ma- 
nifest, therefore, that the union was carried against 
the will of the lrish people; and it would have been 
much more manifest if the people had an opportunity 
of expressing their sentiments. What were the 
words of Burke?—**The basest corruption and artifice 


, the means by which the union was carried, and yet 





were exerted to promote the union. All the worst 
passions of the human heart were enlisted in the ser- 
vice, and all the most depraved irgenuity of the hu- 
man intellect tortured to devise ne ¥ contrivances for 
fruud.”” Mr. Grattan thus reports the language of 
Lord Castlereagh in reference to the corruption which 
might become necessary to carry the union. | wiil| 
now read a passage from aspeech made by Lord | 


Grey in the year 1800; on the repugnance of the, 
Irish nation to the union:—*T wenty-seven counties,” | 


said his lurdship, *‘have petitioned against the measure. | 
The petition from the county of Down is signed by: 
upwards of 17,000 respectable independent men, and | 
all the others are in a similar proportion. Dublin; 
petitioned under the great seal of the city, and each | 
of the corporations in it followed the example.— | 
Drogheda petitioned against the union; and almost: 
every other town in the kingdom in like manner tes- | 


tified its disapprobation. Those in favor of the mea-| 


sure, professing great influence in the country, ob- | 


tained a few counter petitions. Yet, though the pe-} 5) interest in keeping the Irish nation out of debt.— 


tition from the county of Down was signed by 17,000, 
the counter petition was signed only by 415; though 
there were 707.000 who signed petitions against the 


measure, the total number of those who declared in | 


favor of it did not exceed 3,000, and many of these 


only prayed that the measure might be discussed. 


If the facts I state are true, (and I challenge any 
man to falsify them,) could a nation in more direct 
terms express its disapprobation of a political mea- 
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of bigots, fanatics, or jacobins, but of the most re- 
spectable of every classs in the community.” ; 

Let me now request your attention to a description 
given by Lord Plunket, of the mode in which the 
union was carried:-—‘‘] will be bold to say that licen: 
tious and impious France, in all the unrestrained ex- 
cesses to which anarchy and atheism have given birth, 
has not committed a more insidious act against 
her enemy than is now attempted by the professed 
champion of the cause of civilized Europe against a 
friend and ally in the hour of her calamity and dis- 
tress—at a moment when our country is filled with 
British troops, when the loyal men of Ireland are fa- 
tigued and exhausted by their efforts to subdue the 
rebellion—effurts to which they had succeeded be- 
fore those troops arrived—whilst the habeas corpus 
act was suspended—whilst trials by court martial 
are carrying on in many partsof the kingdom—whilst 
the people are taught to think they have no right to 
meet or to deliberate—and whilst the great body of 
them are so palsied by their fears, or worn down by 
their exertions, that even the vital question is scarce- 
ly able to rouse them from their lethargy, at a mo- 
ment when we are distracted by domestic dissensions, 
dissensions artfully kept alive as the pretext of our 
present subjugation, and the instrument of our future 
thraldom.” That is Lord Plunket’s description of 


is only a partial account. One million two hundred 
and seventy-five thousand pounds were spent in pur- 
chasing rotten boroughs. 

Three millions besides in hard cash were paid in 
direct and actual bribery to persons who voted or 
their connexions. There was no office, even for the 
highest in the church, to the Jowest in the constabu- 
lary—no, that force did not then exist—but there was 
no situation, from the highest to the lowest, sacred 
or profane, which was not in the market. There 
was nothing of contract—nothing of argument in the 
carrying of the union, all was shameless fraud and 
undisguised corruption, involving more of moral ini- 

uity than ever accompanied any public transaction. 

entlemen of the Jury, you can casily imagine what 
were the results of such a measure, so carried; you 
feel them in your daily avocations of business; you 
know them from the position of your trade and com- 
merce. I have shown what has been the general 
spirit of the English government, whenever it had 
power, from date of the first settlement in 1782. I 
have established that there was an extraordinary ad- 
vance in preperty under the Irish parliament. I have 


ne, 
————ep 


scale of taxation in Ireland as high as it was in Eng- 
land, and only relinquished the attempt when they 
found it was wholly unproductive. For twelve years 
he had remonstrated against this scheme; and had 
foreseen the evils resulting from it, of a beggarly 
gentry and a ruined peasantry. Ireland had four 
millions of nominally increased taxes, while the 
whole failed as a system of revenue, and the people 
were burdened without any relief to the treasury. 
(Hear, hear.) 

lt would be found, as it was in some other coun- 
tries, that theiron grasp of poverty had paralysed 
the arm of the tax-gatherer, and limited 1m this in- 
stance the omnipotence of parliament. They had 
taxed the people; but not augmented the supplies; 
they had drawn on capital—not income; and they, 
in consequence, reaped the harvest of discontent, 
and failed to reap the harvest of revenue.” Jt wag 
objected to Lord Lansdowne that the effect of this 
proposition would be to make Ireland the rival in 
trade and manufactures of England and Scotland. 
He was accused of this. He disclaimed any such 
intention, and now I ask you, could this occur in an 
Irish parliament? What must have been the spirit 
of the assembly where it became necessary to dis- 
claim, as something outrageous, atrocious, and abo- 
minable, the idea of making Ireland the rival in 
trade and manufacture of England and Scotland? 
Do you not, gentlemen, perceive the fatuity, the fol- 
ly of leaving your affairs to the management of those 
amongst whom it is considered a reproach toseek a 
rivalry with other countries. Oh, this declaration 
speaks trumpet tongued. I hope it will thunder in 
your ears and excite in your minds a spirit of just 
indignation that any attempt should be made, through 
the medium of a court of Jaw, to prevent the uprising 
of that peaceful power of public opinion which will 
procure for our country a parliament to legislate for 
her interests. 1 shall now read an extract in refe- 
rence to the proportion of the English and Irish 
debts. You have seen how the Irish debt was kept 
down by the Irish parliament; but in sixteen years 
after the union the Irish debt had increased 230 per 
cent, whilst the British in the same time only in- 
creased 60 per cent. These facts are so little 
known, and so much intervenes to prevent a know- 
ledge of them that I feel delighted at the opportuni- 
ty of again circulating them. (Laughter.) 


“The enormous excess of British over lrish debt 
at the Union left the British minisier no excuse for 
their consolidation, and accordingly it was arranged 





shortly described the means by which the union was 
earried, and I shall now proceed, with as much bre- | 
vity, as I can, but I fear at a greater Jength than I} 
could wish, to lay before you evidence of the evil re- | 
suits of the union as affecting Ireland. In 1794, the | 
Irish debt was only seven millions, the debt of Eng-| 
land at the same lime 350 millions. At the time of | 
the union the Irish debt was twenty-one millions. I 
know it has buen since stated that it was 23 millions; | 
but that was by a resolution of the house of commons | 
of England, passed in 1811, by which it was resolved 
that the separate debt of Ireland should be charged 
with all the expense of carrying the union. Well 
the Irish debt was 21 millions, the English, 446 mil- 
lions. Of the 17 millions of annual interest upon 
this sum, it was agreed that Ireland should not be 
charged any thing for the principal. Were those 
terms complied with? No. Ireland is charged with 
every penny of that 446 millions, principal and inte- 
rest, in spite of the promises of Lord Castlereagh; 
and the lands, the industry, the labor of the nation 
are mortgaged for its payment. 


As a proof of the total mismanagement of our finan- 
ces, detrimental to Ireland, and tu show the progres- 
sive accumulation of our debt, I will read an extract: 
‘‘Half a miilion or more were expended some years 
since to break an cpposilion—the same, or greater 
sum, may be necessary now,” and Grattan added, 
‘that Lord Castlereagh had said so in the most ex- 
tensive sense of bribery and corruption. The threat 





| was proceeded on—the peerage sold—the caitiffs of 


corruption were every where—in the lobby, in the 
streets, on the steps, and at the door of every parlia- 
ment leader; offering titles to some, office to others, 
corruption to al.” This is the way in which our af- 
fairs have been managed. The Irish parliament had 


The best proof of this is, that Ireland owed but 14 


‘millions when England owed 350 millions. The 


lrish parliament has been often assailed; but I fear- 
lessly ask, could anything have been more protective 
than tokeep the people out of debt? Whilst the Eng- 
lish was squandering profusely, the Irish were thrif- 
ty; but from the moment they were placed under 
England the proportion of increase went on in such 
manner that whilst it was for England as 16 to 10, it 


aure, than Ireland has done of a legislative union)! was for Ireland as 43to 10. Hear now the language 
with Great Britain? In faet, the nation is nearly! of Sir John Newport in 1822:—‘Ever since the union 


unanimous, and this great majority ig composed, not the loperial parliament bad labored te raisp the 


that the two debts should continue to be separately 
provided for. The active expenditure of the empire, 
(i. e. the expenditure clear of charge of debts) was 
to be provided for in the proportion of two parts 
from Ireland to fifteen for Great Britain. These 
proportions were to cease, the debis were to be con- 
solidated, and the two countries to contribute indis- 
criminately by equal taxes, so soon as the respee- 
tive debis should be brought to bear to each other 
the proportions of the contributions, viz: as 2 to 15; 
provided also that the fiscal ability of Ireland should 


'be found to have increased. Now, the 2 to 15 rate 


of contribution was denounced atthe time by Irish- 
men as too high for Ireland, and afterwards so ad- 
mitted by the British ministers themselves. Its con- 
sequence was to exhaust and impoverish her to such 
a degree that her debt in sixteen years increased 230 
per cent, while the British only increased 66 per 
cent. This disproportionate and unjust increase of 
ithe Irish debt brought the 2to 15 proportion be- 
tween it and the British debt. Advantage was tak- 
en of that single branch of the contingency contem- 
plated in the union act, although the other branch of 
the contingency, viz: the increase of Ireland’s abili- 
ty, had not only occurred, but, by the confession of 
the English ministers themselves in 1816, the very 
contrary had occurred, namely—lIreland had become 
poorer than before. Advantage, we say, was taken 
of that single branch of the contingency to evnsoli- 
date the debts, to do away with all measure of pro- 
portionate contribution, and place the purse of Ire- 
land, without restriction or limit, in the hands of the 
British chancellor of the exchequer, thenceforward 
to take from it, and apply as he liked, every pénny it 
did then and might at any future time contain, and 
rob Ireland of all chance of benefit from any sur- 
plus of revenue thenceforward and forever. 
General Abstract of Taxes Repealed or Remiited im Great 
Britain and Ireland. 





G. Britain. Ireland. 
Customs, £7,929,567 £635,200 
Excise, 14,093,638 365,530 
Stamps, 443,634 152,609 
Fost Office, 139,000 13,193 
Property Duty, 14,617,823 
Windows, 1,577,773 179,408 
Houses, 250 U00 53,673 Hearth. 
Servants, 472,061 42,938 
| Carriages, $91,796 71,086 
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Horses, 1,172,034 77,524 
Dogs, 6,876 





£41,085,202 £1,584,211 

The taxes repcaled or remitted in lreland being 
one twenty-sixth part of those repealed in Great Bri- 
tain. These figures, gentlemen, will tell you that 
England increased the taxation of Ireland by four 
millions; and what was the result?—why, as was to 
be expected, the actual revenue fell upwards of 
£500,000, so that the attempt o tax us four millions 
actually cost England one half a million. They in 
creased our debt 235 per cent, while they increased 
their own only 60 per cent. Now, gentlemen, al- 
low me to ask you what prosperity can we expect, 
what prosperity can we have while we allow the 
management of our monetary affairs to be invested in 
the hands of strangers? Can we be prosperous while 
the management of our revenue is in the hands of 
the English government? Would any of you leave 
the management of your affairs in the hands of a 
stranger?—or would you not expect that any man do- 


ing so would soon find himself a beggar? As it is’ 


with individuals, so it is with nations. I may be- 
told that there has been a diminution of taxation. 
Yes, gentlemen, there has been a diminntion of taxa- 


tion since the peace: but in what way has it been. 


done? England has been relieved to the amount of 
£41,852,000, while Ireland has obtained a diminu- 
tion of her taxes to the amount of only £1,584,000, 
or in the proportion of one half to 41. That, gen- 
tlemen, is the justice with which we have been 
treated. But, gentlemen, this is not all, for by the 
change which was made in 1826 in the currency of 
the country, they added at least one fifteenth to the 
debts of Ireland. So much, gentlemen, for the jus- 
tice with which we have been treated. Let me ask 
you, gentlemen. how can we prosper while we allow 
the hands of others to rummage in our pockets? An 
Irish parliament, while it would pay every shilling 


that is honestly duc, it would at the same time save | 


us from the folly of paying that which is due by 
England alone. Now, gentlemen, I mean to leave 
this part of the case, trusting that | have shown you 
the evil mercantile effects which the union had on 
our common country. 


I will now, gentlemen,call your attention to the | 


protest of the lords against the union. I will not 
weary you by reading all the Jocuments. 1 willcon- 
tent myself with citing the 10ih reason of the noble 
lords, which says:—‘‘ Because when we consider the 
weakness of this kingdom at the time that the mea- 
sure was brought forward, and her inability to with- 
stand the destructive designs of the minister, and 
coupled with the act itself, the means that we have 
employed to accomplish it, such as the abuse of the 
place bill, for the purpose of corrupting parliament, 
the appointment of sheriffs to prevent county meet- 
ings, the dismissal of the old steadfast friends of con- 
stitutional goveriument, for their adherence to the 
constitution, and the return of persons into parlia- 
ment who had neither connexion nor stake in the 
country, and were therefore selected to decide upon 
her fate—when we consider the armed force of the 
minister, added to his power and practices of cor- 
ruption—when we couple these things together, we 
are warranted to say that the basest means have 
been used to accomplish this great innovation, and 
that the measure of union tends to dishonor the an- 
cient peerage for ever—to dismember both houses 
of parliament, and subjugate the people of Ireland 
for ever. Such circumstances, we apprehend, will 
be recollected with abhorrence, and will create jea- 
lousy between the two nations, instead of that har- 
mony which for so many centuries has been the ce- 
ment of their union.” —This protest, gentlemen, was 
signed, Leinster, Meath, Churlement, &c., and by 
the bishops of Down and Lismore. This is the au- 
thentic declaration of the peers of that day; and [ 
feel certain that their descendants of the present 
day must be proud of the deed of their ancestors, 
and that they willyet assist in carrying out the in- 
tentions of their ancestors, and yet take their seats 
in their places at College-green. Amongstthe other 
evils to which the union gave rise, none was 80 op- 
pressive as thetotal inadequacy of the representa- 
tion of Ireland in the iruperial legislature; and the 
great deficiency of voters created by the state of the 
registry. Iam the more anxious to point out this 
defect, because | find that there is now a disposition 
to concede upon the point. They are now willing to 
do something in respect to the franchise; but let me 
ask how long has the injustice been aliowed to ex- 
ist? Let me call your attention to the following do- 
cument, and it speaks trumpet-tongued of England’s 
injustice: 
FIRST REPORT ON THE FRANCHISE IN COUNTIES. 

“The result of the injustice done to the people of 
Ireland by the restriction of the elective franchise, 
i8 mace manifest by a contrast betwecn the popula- 








tion of the several counties in England and the num- 
ber of registered voters therein, with the population 
and number of registered voters in the different Irish 
counties. We take our stat@ment of numbers from 
the parliamentary papers, and by comparing the 
least populous counties in England with the most 
populous in Ireland—Westmoreland and Cork, for 
instance—we find the following result:—the rural 
population of Westmoreland is 43,464, and its num- 
ber of registered votes after the reform act, amount- 
ed to 4392. Nearly one out of every ten inhabi- 
tants. Whereas, in the county of Cork the popula- 
tion is 703,716. and the number of electors register- 
ed after the Irish reform act, was only 3,835, being 
scarcely one out of every two hundred of the inha- 
'bitants. 

‘*'We ask. therefore, is this to be endured? 





‘‘Here is Westmoreland, with less than one-four- 
| teenth of the population of Cork, and yet it has an 
absolute majority of 557 registered voters! Is this 
_to be called reform? 

| ‘Again, take the county of Bedford, witha rural 
population of 18,524 inhabitants; its registered vo- 
ters under the reform act were 3 960 whilst Antrim, 
with a population of 316,909, had only 3,487 regis- 
tered voters—that is Bedford had an absolute majo- 
rity of near 500 voters over Antrim, notwithstand- 
ing the enormous disproportion in the number of its 
inhabitants. 

‘Hertford, with a population of 95;977 inhabi- 
tants, had 5,013 registered voters; while Galway, 
with 381,564 inhabitants, had only 3,061 electors. 

‘‘Rutlandshire, the smallest county in England, 
with only 19.385 inhabitants, had 1,296 voters, while 
| Longford had only 1,294; absolutely two less than 
| Rutlandshire. 


| ‘Again, Huntingdon, with a population of 47,779 
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“If, too, we compare the smaller boroughs in both 
countries together, we find that those which barely 
escaped schedule A, with populations varying from 
2 to 3,000 inhabitants, have more electors than the 
boroughs in Ireland retained by the act of Union, 
“with from 10 to 12.000 inhabitants. 

“For example, Wallingford, Launceston, Ware- 
ham, and Arundel, have all under 3,000 inhabitants, 
while the electoral constituencies in all exceed 300 
voters. However in Athlone and Bandon, with over 
10,000 inhabitants in each, the voters do not exceed 
250, and in many others, such as Kinsale, Colerain, 
and New Ross, the availabie constituency falls far 
short of 200 voters. 

“If also we compare the metropolitan constituen- 
cies of both countries, where an equality in house- 
hold value may be expected, we will findthat Dub- 
lin, with a population of 210,000 inhabitants, had 
only 2,081 voters, including all the bad freemen 
lately manufactured by the coporation, while the 
| city of London, with a population of only 122,000 
inhabitants, had 18,514 electors, and only 17,315 
houses above £10 value. 

Nothingcan more clearly illustrate to disadvan- 
tages under which the Irish cities labor, with respect 
to the £10 household franchise, than the comparison 
of the number of houses of £10 a year clear value 
in London, and the number of electors upon that 
qualification, with the number of similar houses in 
Dublin, and of similar electors. 

‘These facts appear from parliamentary returns. 
The number of £10 housesin the city of London 
are 17,315, and the number of electors appear to be 
18,584; whilst in Dudlin, the number of houses of 
£10 vulue, according to Sherrard’s valuation, a- 
mounted to 14.105, while the number of electors on- 
ly amount to 9,081. Thus inthe city of London, 
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inhabitants, had 2,674 voters; while Donnegal, with| there are mure electors than £10 householders, 
a popniation of 289,149, had only 1,348 voters; and | whereas in the city of Dublin the aggregate cf elee- 
Limerick, one of the wealthiest counties in Ireland,| tors does not amountto within one-third of the num- 


with an opulent agricultural populationof 248,801 
inhabitants, had only 2,565 electors. 

“Nay, even the Isle of Wight, with only 28,731 
inhabitants, had 1,167 voters, while Mayo, with 
356,328 inhabitants had only 1,240 voters and Pro- 
testant Tyrone, with a population of 310,000 inhabi- 
tants, had only 1,151 electors, absolutely 16 voters 
less than the Isle of Wight. 

“The Island of Anglesea, also, with a population 
of only 33,508 inhabitants, had 1,187 voters; while 
Kildare, with 108,428 inhabitants, had only 1,112 


voters; and Kerry, with 265,126 inhabitants, had’ 


only 1,161 voters, just 26 voters less than the Angie- 
'sea, and six less than the Isle of Wight. 

‘*Even if we compare the largest counties in both 
countries, Yorkshire, with an agricultural popula- 
tion of 913,738 inhabitants, and Cork, with a popu- 
lation of 703,716, we wiil find that the English coun- 
ty had 33,154 electors, while the Irish one had only 
3,386. 

‘‘We find, therefore, that England, in her rural 


population of 8,336,000 inhabitants, had 344,561 | 


county voters; while Ireland, in a similar proportion 
of 7,027,509 inhabitants, had only 60,607 registered 
electors. 
SECOND REFORT ON THE FRANCHISE IN CITIES AND 
TOWNS. 


“The consequence of all these defects in the Irish 
reform act is, that the disproportion between the 
number of electors to English and Irish cities and 
boroughs, when compared to the relative population 
is as great as in the counties. For we find from the 
same return, that after the reform act, Exeter, with 
a population of 27,932 inhabitants, had 3,426 voters 
—Hull, with 35.746 inhabitants, had 4,275 electors 
—while Waterford, with a population of 23,821 in- 
habitants, had only 1,278 electors, being in ratio of 
3 to l. 

‘Again, comparing the largest cities and boroughs 
in Ireland with the smaller ones in England, we find 
the following results: 

“Worcester, with a population. of 26,313 inhabi- 
tants, has 2,608 voters; while Limerick, with a po- 
pulation of 66,554 inhabitants, has only 2,850 elec- 
tors. 

«Chester, with only 21,363 inhabitants, has no less 
than 2.23] voters; while Belfast, the wealthiest and 
most commercial city in Ireland, with 53,000 inhabi- 
tants, had only 1,926 electors. 

“Thecity of Cork, with 110,000 inhabitants, had 
only 3,650 electors, including the non-resident free- 
men; while Newcastle-upon-T'yne, with a population 
of 42.260 inhabitants, had 4,952 voters; Preston, 
with a population of 33,112 inhabitants, had 4,204 
electors—both of them more than Cork, which last 
city hasmore than treble the number of inhabitants 
of either of the other two; and Bristol, with 104,338 
inhabitants; not equal to the population of Cork, has 
10,347 vulers, being three times the constituency of 
the Irish city. 





ber of £10 householders.” 
“WALES COMPARED WITH IRELAND. 
‘*Wales has a population of 800 000. In Cork the 
rural population is 713,715. How are they respec- 
| tively represented? Wales has twenty-eight mem- 
_bers; Cork, with nearly the same population, has but 
| two. 
| “Here is a parliamentary paper; it was published 
| in 1832, and the sessional number is 206. It states 
the relative amounts of the English, Scotch, Welsh, 
_and Irishievenue in t:at year, and there is no simi- 
_lar paper of a later date that 1 am aware of— 
The Trish revenue was £4,392.090. 
The Welsh revenue was £348,000. 
| This is the exhibition which the return makes of 
| what the hon. member considers the superior wealth 
of the principality of Wales. That principality, in 
point of fact, fails below Ireland in any of those pre- 
tensions to representation founded upon wealth. I 
have looked into the amounts of the revenue col- 
lected in the single port of Cork, and they exceed 
thatof the principality of Wales. There are no an- 
| nual records to be referred to in such a case, bul a 
find thatin one year the customs of Cork amounted 
to £263,000, and in another year the excise amouut- 
ed to £272,000, These amonnts give,I believe, a 
fair average view of the revenue collected in the 
port of Cork, and their total is £535,000. The re- 
ceipts of Wales are only £348,000. Cork, then, is 
entitled to more members than the entire principali- 
ty of Wales, on these very grounds on which Great 
Britain justifies her overwhelming numerical supe- 
riority in the house of commons. If Wales have 
not a representation disproportioned to her wealth, 
Cork oughtto return 43 members of parliament.” 
The honorable and learned gentleman having clos- 


ed his speech, the court adjourned to ten o’clock to- 
morrow. 








“TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION. 


SENATE. 

Marcu 21. The president laid before the senate, 
copies of correspondence jn relation to the interpre- 
tation of the 10th article of the treaty between the 
United States and Great Britain of the 9th August, 
1342. 

Also, a copy of a eonvention concluded between 
the United Slates and Peru, and a recommendation 
from the president for the adoption of measures to 
give effect to its Ist article. 

Also, an estimate from the war department of the 
expense for improving the navigation of the Ohi, at 
the falls ui Louisville, Kentucky. 
| Oregon. The consideration of the resolution of- 

fered by Mr. Semple was resumed. 

Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas, addressed the senate at 
| cousideravle leugth, advocaling the passage of the 
| resolulivn. 
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Hannegan, King, Semple, Sevier, Siurgeou, Walker, 


‘debating, the senate rejected, by a vote of 21 nays 


78 





Mr. .4rcher, having withdrawn the motion of refe- 
rence, the question was then taken on the adoption 
of the resolution. 

It was decided in the negative by the following 
vote: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Colquit, Fairfield, Falon, 


Woodbury, Wright—I!S. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Pavard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Critt nden, Dayton, Evans, 
Foster, Haywood, Huger, Huntington. Jarnezin, Jolin- 
son, McDuffie, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Rives, Simmons, Tallmadge, Upham, White, 
Woodbridge—28. 

The pension bill, was next taken up, and after some 


to 19 yeas, a motion made by Mr. Evans, to strike 
out the proviso that ‘tno army or navy officer shall 
receive a pension while receiving pay from govern- 
ment assuch;” and adopted a motion from the same 
gentleman, to strike out the provisothat ‘no pension 
shall hereafter commence before the day on which 
the application of the person claiming it shall have 
been filed with the commissioner.” ‘After some far- 
ther progress with the bill, the senate weut into ex- 
ecutive session, and thereafter adjourned. 

Marcu 22. Mr. Sturgeen, presented several me- 
morials against any alteration ofthe tariff. Also, 
resolutions of the legislature of Pennsylvania in op- 
position to any change in the tariff calculated to} 
injure the manufacturing and agricultural interests 
of that state, and to resist any reduction of the du- 
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for fortifications for 1844 and 1845. Reported with- 
out amendment. 

A bill te increase the salary of the District Judge 
of Tennessee was before the senate a good part of 
the morning hour. Several senators took part in 
| the discussion— Messrs. Foster and Jurnegin, of Tenn. 
defending it, and the Ohto senators speaking in op- 
position to the bill. 

Mr. Criitenden, of Ky., had a single ground of op- 
position to the bill, and that was its irregularity. It 
would be partial legislation to increase the salary of 
the judge of one of the states, and leave the sala- 
ries of the rest untouched. Mr. Crittenden moved 
the re-commitment of the bill with a view of having 
a bill reported to equalize the salaties of all the 


judges. The bill was then postponed until to-mor- 


row. 
_ Tariff. Mr. Simmons, arose and occupied the floor 
inreply to Mr. Benton until adjournment. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvnspay, Marcu 21. Mr. Summers presented a 
memorial from the ‘Society for the district of Co- 


Jumbia,” praying congress to adopt some measures | 


in favor of the colony of Liberia. Referred to the 
committee on foreign affairs. 

The Rhide Island memorial. The consideration of 
the resolution from the select committee was resu- 
med. 

The question was first taken on the motion of Mr. 
Causin, discharging the select committee from the 





ties on iron, coal, and wood. 
The pension bill, was taken up, amended, and passed. | 
Postage. ‘The bill to reduce the rates of postage | 
and to limit the franking privilege, was taken up on! 
motion of Mr. Merrick, amended, farther debated, | 
and made the special order for Wednesday next. | 
The senate then adjourned to the 25th. 


Marcu 25. Commiitee on territories. A resolution | 
heretofore introduced by Mr. Bagby, that, in addition | 
tu the present standing committees of the senate, one | 
of five be added, to be styled the committee on the) 
territories, havieg been taken up— 


| 
| 


further consideration of the subject, and was decided 
in the negative, by 86 nays, to 70 yeas. 

After an ineffectual effort from. Mr. Adams to ob- 
tain the floor, and the rejection by a vote of 84 to 72 
ofa motion to lay the original resolution reported 
from the committee on the table, the question was 
taken on its adoption. The resolution was adopted 
by a vote of 78 yeas, to 71 nays. 

Mr. Hardin, moved a reconsideration. 

Mr. Burke, moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

Mr. Adams, wished to address the house and pro- 


Mr. Evans moved to Jay the resolution on the ta-! mised neither to mention the name or even allude to 
ble | Martin Van Buren in any mode whatever if he were 


| 


Mr. Bagby demanded the ayes and nays, which 
were ordered; and the vote resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate 


allowed to be heard. ttis object. was to endeavor to 
| convince the house that this power to send for per- 
sons and papers ought not to be granted. Mr. A. 


, . ee co. 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Poster, Hunting: | could not obtain his wish. 


ton, Jarnagin, King, Miller, Morehead, Simmons, Up- 
ham, W ood bridge—17. 
YA YS— Messrs. Allen, chison ierton, Bagb 
NAYS—™M Allen, Ate! , Atherton, Bagby, 


| Mr. Burke’s motion was then put, and carried in 
| the affirmative by the vote of 89 yeas, to 77 nays. 
Dregoons. ‘The house resolved itself into commit- 


Benton, Breese, Colquitt, Fairfield, Fulton, Huger, John-| tee of the whole and resumed the consideration of 
> 7a sprek > - Dial ite ‘ - Ae ; bp 
son, McDuthe, Merrick, Porter, Sevier, Sturgeon, ‘Tall-| the bill to repeal so much of the act of 22d August, 


madge, ‘Tappan, Waiker, White, Woodbury, Wrigh.— 
22 


The resolution was then adopted. 

Adjournment. Mr. Evans called up the resolution 
submitted by him on Wednesday last, fixing the time 
of adjournment of congress on Monday, the 2Uth of 
May next. 

Mr. E. said it was suggested by somencar him th t, 
it would be better to fix a later day. He would 
therefore modify the resolution so as to make it 
Monday, the 27th of May next; which, after a few 
remarks from Messrs..Merrick and Scvier, was agreed 
to, and the resolution was adopted. 

Tariff, On motion of Mr. Evans, the senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the report of the committee on 
finance on the subject of the tariff; when 

Mr. Benton rose and addressed the senate at some 
length, and gave way for the purpose of concluding 
his remarks to-morrow. 

Land claims. Ou motionof Mr Barrow, the senate 
proceeded to consider the bill to provide for the ad- 
justment of land claims in the states of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Arkausas, and for other pur- 
poses; and, after having been discussed at very con- 
siderable length by Messr3. Barrow, Jotinson, Me- 
Duffie, Henderson, King, and others, the bill was 
passed over until to-morrow. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

Marcu 26. A memortal from citizens of Ohio, 
against the annexation of Texas, one from citizens 
of Northampton, Massachusetts also against, one 
froin Philadelphia in favor of the same, were pre- 
sented. 

Florida. The president of the senate presented a 
communication from the Florida legislature asking | 
that the territory may be divided into two parts. | 
Referred. 

Tariff. Mr. Benton arose and spoke in continua- 
tion of his remarks from yesterday, in relation to 
Mr. VUeDufjie’s taritf bill. Adjourned. 

Maken 27. Mr. Pearce, of Md.; presented a me- 
morial from citizens of Maryland remonstraling a- 
gainst making any, change in the present tarili. 

West Point. Mr. Evans, from the finance com- 
mittee, reported the house bills making appropria 


1842, as converted the second regiment of dragoons 
into a regiment of riflemen. 


The pending question was the amendment offered 
by Mr. .ddams, to strike out alter the enacting clause 
and insert, that from and after the 4ih of July next 
the regiment of riflemen, formeriy the second regi- 
ment of dragoons, shall be disbanded. 

Mr. .ddums addressed the committee at considera- 
ble length in favor of his amendinen.t. 

Mr. Hiralson, next spoke in defence of the bill. 

The committee rose and the house a Jjourned. 


Fripay, Marcu 22. Mr. Brodhead, presented re- 
solutions of the legislature of Pennsylvania on the 
subject of the tariif. Referred to the committee of 
the whole. 

Sub-treasury. The reso!ution reported by Mr. J¥Fel- 
ler, from the committee of ways and means, to print 
15,000 extra copies of the report accompanying the 
vill providing for the collection and safe keeping, 
transter, and disbursement of ttic public moueys, was 
adopted by a vote of 103 yeas, to 51 nays. 

Basis of representation. Mr. Dromgoole, from the 
sclecl committee to whom had been reierred the pre- 
amble and resolutions of the legis‘atures of Virginia, 
and Alabama, on the Massachusetts proposition to 
amend the constitutton, presented a report, which 
concluded with the followiug resolutions, on the 
adoption of which Mr. D. first moved the previous 
question, and which were read as fullows: 

Resolved, That the rule established in the constitu- 
tion as the basis of representation aud direct taxa- 
tion, resulting from a Spirit of concession and com- 
promise esseutial to the formation and preservation 
of the Union of the states, ought to be held sacred 
by the friends of the Union. 

Resolved, ‘That no proposition to alter or amend 
the constitution in relation to representation and di- 
rect taxation among the states ought to be recom- 
uended by congress, but that every such proposition 
ought to be promptly and decisively condemued. 

Mr. Adams said be had not expected that the pre- 
cise course Indicated by the gentieman from Virginia 
(Mr. Dromgoole) would have been pursued vy lbp, 
re that it woud receive the suuctiou of tue Lvuse. — 
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The speaker interposed to order. The question 

, was not debatable. 
_ Mr. dams, rose to ask the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Dremgoole) to withdraw his demand fur 
, the previous question, to allow him to move that the 
report be referred to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, for discussion there. 

_ Mr. D-omgoole said he would accommotate the 
gentleman if he could. But the effi-ct would be to 
produce the yery result which the-coimmittee had en. 
_deavored to avoid. Every member.of the house 
_knew whether he was for or against such au amend- 
/mecht to the constitution. He (Mr. D.) could not 
withdraw the demand. 

Mr. Winthrop moved that there be a call of the 
house; which motion was rejected. 

Mr. .4bbott (a member of the select committee) 
put an inquiry as to the manner in which the report 
came to be mnde; as he (Mr. A.) had not, he said, 
assented to it, 

Mr. Dromgoole said he could explain to the satis- 
factionol tle gentleman of the house how the report 
was made. Being the first named on the committee 
ihe had taken a listofthe members, and gave it to one 
of the messenger boys with dire:tions to serve on 
each member a notice, (which Mr. D. read.) and 
which informed the members that there would be a 
mecting of the committee to-morrow morning—i. e. 
the day after the date, at teno’clock. All the mem- 
bers of the committee were notified except Mr. .4b- 
bott, who was sick, Mr. Strong, who was at home, 
and Mr. Brengle, who was at home. 

Under that notice a majority of the committee 
lad attended the meeting, and this report was made 
under the unanimous direction of that majority.— 
And now the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Abbott) was informed how the report came to be 
made. 

The question was then taken on the demand for thie 
previous question, aud there was a secend. 

Mr. .ddams asked the yeas and nays on ordering thie 
main question, which were ordered; aud, being taken 
resulted, yeas 118, nays Ol. 

So the main question was ordered to be now taken, 
and the question now being on the adoption of the 
resolutions 

Mr. Parmenter rose, and, remarking that this was 
too important a subject to be decided without delib- 
eration, moved that the report be laid on the table. 

Mr. Winthrop desired to move to amend the mo- 
tion to Jay the report on the table by adding the 
words, ‘funtil the question is decided whether the 
annexation of ‘Texas be considered as the settled poli- 
cy of this government?” 

The Speaker. ‘The amendment is not in order. 

The question was then taken onthe motion of Mr. 
Parmenicr, and the result was—yeas 43, nays 132. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the first resolution, and the result was—yeas 12s, 
nays 18, 

Thosa who voted in the negative were:— Messrs. 
Abbott, Adams, Baker, Jeremiah Brown, Dickey, 
Giddings, Grinnell, Hudson, Perley B. Juhnson, D. 
P. King, Mclivaine, Marsh, Morse, Rockwell, Rug- 
ers, Severance, Tilden, and Winthrop. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the second resolution, and the result was—yeas 127; 
and nays 41, viz: 

Messrs. Abboit, Adams, Buker, J. Brown, Bufling- 
ton Carroll, Catlin, Collamer, Branston, Dickey, Fish, 
Giddings, Grinnell, Harper, Hudson, Jenks, Perley 
B Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel F. King, Me- 
Ilvaine, Marsh, Morse, Moseley, Nes, Purmenter, 
Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Severance, A. 
Smith, ©. B. Suith, Sukes, Tilden, Tyler, Vinton, 
Wheaton, White, Wilhams, Winthrop. 

Mr. Sicenrud moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
and the vote were not reconsidered. 

After progress with the private calendar the house 
adjourned. 

Satrurcay, Marcu 23. Rhode Island. Mr. Burke 
offered a resolution cailing for copies of all orders 
from the executive of the United States issued in re- 
lation to the late disturbances in Rhode Island, ail 
correspondence upon which such orcers were based, 
&e., K&u., &c. Adopted. 

A considerable nuinber of miscellaneous bills were 
reported. : 

Mr. Parmenter, from the naval committee submit- 
ted a resvlution calling for reports on the experiments 
made on wrought iron guns, and all information relu- 
ting thereto, that may be deemed useful or essential. 
After being auiended so asto include a report ol 
their expense, &c., it was adopted. 

‘The house then progressed wit. the private calen- 
dar, ant thereafter adjourned. 

Monvay, Marcu 20. The Army. Mr. Black, oi 
South Caruliua, on ieave given, reported from the 
suluct cumuilice on retrenchment, a dill to regulate 
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was read twice by its title, and with the accompany- 
ing report, was ordered to be printed; 5,000 extra 
copies of the report were then ordered to be printed. 

Qlection of president and vice president. Mr. Hamlin 
on leave given, presented certain jot resolutions of 
the legisiaiure of the state of Maine in relation to 
the bill fixing a thne for the election of president 
and vice president. Referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union having charge of the 
pill, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McKay moved that the house resolve itself in- 


to committee of the whole on the state of the Union. 

The question being taken on the motion of McKay, 
was decided in the negative. 

So the house refused to go into committee of the 
whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. Hale cailed for the orders of the day. 

Resolutions. Mr. Giddings submitted the following, 
which hes over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, ‘That the right of amending the federal 
constitution, secured to the people ir the Gtth article 
thereof, resulting from a spirit of concession and 
compromise essential to the formation and preserva- 
tion of the Union of the states, should be held sacred 
by the friends of the Union. 


i 
Resolved, That the right of amendment extends as 


clearly to that portion of said constitution which 
fixes the ratio of federal representation as to any 
other part of that instrument. 

Resolved, That every attempt to subvert this im- 
portant right of the people should be promptly and 
decidedly condemned. 

On motion of Mr. Cross, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the cxpediency of auther- 
izing such citizens of the United States as were in- 
cluded within the limits of ‘Texas on a survey of the 
boundary line between the two countries, to bring 
their property into the United States in all cases 
where they scitle and become citizens thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Dromgoole, 

Resolved, ‘Vhat it be referred to the joint committee 
on the library to inquire into the propriety of adopt- 
ing means fur the purchase and publication of the 
writings of the lute James Madisou. 

On motion of Mr. Slideil, 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the committee on the judiciary be 
directed to inguire into the expediency of amending 
the existing jaws so as to adopt in the courts of the 
United States in Louisiatia the mude oi proceeding 
in the courts of said state in all civil cases, excepting 
those of admiralty jurtsdicuion. And the said com- 
mittee be further directed lo Inquire lito the expedi 
ency of repealing so much of the ]2ih section of the 
judiciary act of 24th September, 1739, as gives to the 
circuit court of the United States jurisdiction of all 
civil suits at common Jaw or in equity where an alien 
is a party, or the suit is between a cilizen of the state 
where the suit is brought and a citizen of another 
state; and that they do report by bill or ollierwise. 

Oregon and Texas. Sr. Hughes offered a resolution 
which, having been modified, on motion of Mr. Black, 
of S. Carolina, so as tuo embrace that portion which 
relates to Texas, read as tulow- 

1. Resolved, ‘Vliat, in the opinion of this house, the 
United States have a clear and indisputable title 
to all the country on the northwestern coast of Amer- 


-ica commouly called the Oregon, from the 42d pa 


rallel of north latitude to 04 degrees 40 miuutes north 
latitude. 

2d. That it is the imperious duty of the government 
of the United States to take possession ef all the 
country owned by it on the northwest coast of Amer- 
ica, and to organize such a territorial government as 
will give ampJe and complete protection to our cifi- 
zens in that quarter. 

3d. That itis expedient and conducive to the best 
interests of the country that Texas should be annex- 
ed to the United Statas as soon as the annexation 
can be accomplished upon fair and legitimate prin- 
ciples, 

And Mr. H. moved the previous question. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, moved that the resolutions be 
laid on the tabie. 

Mr. Ingersoll’s motion was adopted by yeas 106, 
nays 66. 
_ Reciprocity of duties. Mr. Lewis offered the follow- 
Ing resolution, and asked the previous question: 

Resolved, Vhai the committee cf ways and means 
be authorised to inguire into the expediency of au- 
thorising the President of the United States, when he 
Shall be officially notified that any one of certain fo- 
reign governments to be designated by law, has re- 
duced the duties on American pork, beef, grain, and 
bread stuffs, or either of these articles, to an ad va- 
lorem stundard of less than twenty per cent., he shall 


at once, by proctamation, admit arlicles of equivalent | 


commercial iniportance and magnitude, the product 


of suid foreign guverament, to be introduced into the 





the pay of the army and for other purposes; which 


United States ata corresponding rate of duty, the 
said articles of equivalent commercial importance to 
be designated by law. 

Mr. Brinkerhoff asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered: and, being taken, were: yeas 88, nays 
56. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Massachusetts resolutions. 
by Mr. Burt instructing the select committee on the 
Massachusetts resolutions to report to-morrow. This 
resolution, being objected to, was, after some con- 
versation, laid over. 

A resolution was then offered by Mr. Woodward, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the select committee to which was 
referred, on the 224 of December last, the resolves 
of the legislature of Massachusetts, proposing an 
amendment of the constitution of the United States, 
be required to report on Wednesday morning next 
the resolution to which that committee came on the 





16th of February last, and also the journal of that 
|}committee. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, (after some explanations, ) 
ithe resolution was laid on the table. 

It is understood that the committee will report to- 
morrow week. 

Adjournment of congress. Mr. Saunders offered the 
following resolution, and demanded the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to fix a day of ad- 
journment until the Texian and Oregon questions, 
and the tariff and retrenchment bills shall have been 
acte 1 on by both houses of congress. 

The demand for the previous question was not se- 
conded. 

So the resolution was laid over for debate. 

One dollar gold pieces. Mr. McKay, in pursuance of 
notice heretofore given, asked and obtained Jeave to 
mitroduce a bill to authorize the coining of one du!- 
lar gold pieces in the mint of the United States and 
its branches; read twice and committed. 

The tariff. Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, offered the 
following resolution, and demanded the previous 
| question: 


following opinions, as expressed by general Jackson 
in his letter to Doctor L. 1]. Coleman, of Warring- 
ton, North Carolina, dated Apri! 26, 1824, to wit: 
| That lead, iron, copper, hemp, and wool, “being the 
‘great materials of our national defence, they ought 
to have extended to them adequate andefair protec- 
tion, that our manufacturers and Jaborers may be 
placed in a fair competition with those of LKurope, 
and that we may have within our country a supply of 
these leading and important articles so essential to 
war.” Jhit ‘we have been too long subject to the 
policy of British merchants, and that it is time we 
should become a little more Americanized, and in- 
stead of feeding the paupers and laborers of England 
feed our own.” That “a careful and judicious ta- 
riff” is necessary ‘to pay our national cebt, and af- 
ford us the means of that defence within ourselves on 
which the safety of our country and iiberty depends; 
and just, though not least, give a proper distribution 
to our labor, which must prove beneficial to the 
happiness, independence, a .d wealth of the commu- 
nity. 

As it appeared certain that the previous question 
would not be seconded— 

Mr. Winthrop (rather than have no vote at all. and 
with a view to get the yeas and nays) moved that 
the resolution be laid on the table. Decided in the 
negative by yeas 18, nays 119. 

The question then recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, there was no second. 

Whereupon Mr. Brown, of Indiana, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment to the resolution, and demauded 
the previous question: 

That this house approve of the sentiments of Hen. 
ry Clay, expressed in his speech at the extra session 
vi congress, 1341, as follows: “Carry out the prin- 
ciples of the compromise act, look to revenue alone 
fur the support of government. Do not raise the 
question ol protection, which { hoped had been put 
tu rest. There is no necessity for protection.” 

Mr. Hale moved that the whole subject be laid on 
the table. Rejected. 

And the main question was ordered to be now ia- 
ken, [being first on the amendment. | 











tion now was on striking out the sentiments of Gen. 
Jackson and inserting those of Mr. Clay? 
The Speaker pro tem. (Mr. Hopkins] answered in 
the affirmative. 
Mr. Hardin supposed, then, thatall who were oppo.- 
ed to Gen. Jackson’s views would vote to strike out. 
Mr. Payne asked the yeas and nays on the amend- 
ment, which were ordered, and being taken, stood: 
yeas 82, nays 34. So the amendment was rejected. 


Vie the name of Mr. Morris was called, that 





A resolution was offered | 


Resolved, That this house approve and adopt the | 


Mr Winthrop desired to know whether the ques- | 
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gentleman rose and said that, before he voted, he 
shouid like to inquire of the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Brewn) whether this was acorrect copy of Mr. 
Clay’s remarks? 

Cries toorder. No answer given. 

Mr. /lamlin moved a reconsideration of the vote 
and inquired if that motion was debateable; because, 
if so, he desired toSubmit a few remarks? 

The Speaker said not, the previous question having 
been ordered. 

Mr. Thompson moved that the whole subject be 
laid on the table, but a motion to adjourn was agreed 
to, and the house adjourned. 

Tusspay, Marcu 26. The consideration ofthe 
question cut cff by adjournment last evening was 
resumed, and after some discussion, the rules 
ef the house were suspended to enable Mr. Brown, 
of Ta. to make an explanation. He said that when 
the geutleman from Maryland (Mr. Kennedy) pre- 
‘senked to the house the opinions of General Jack- 
}son, introduced in a letter to Dr. Coleman, it struck 
him that he had in his drawer some remarks upon the 
same subject from Mr. Clay. He went therefor and 
found a copy of the Ohio Statesman in which were 
the very words he had presented in the form of a re- 
solution. He presumed the extract he had made to 
be correct. But he was bound tostate that he had 
not found any remarks like those attributed to him in 
the Ohio Statesman, but still he believed Mr. Clay 
had made the remarks attributed to him, and he had 
written to the editor of the Ohio Statesman to ask 
him where he obtained these remarks. When he 
received the answer he would state frankly whether 
it was true or not. 

Dragecns. The consideration of the blllin reta- 
tion to the 2d regiment was resumed in committee, 
discussed and reported to the house and passed. 

The house adjourned. 

Weonespay, Marcu 27. Mr. Clinton offered the 
fullowing resolution which was adopted by a vote of 
90 to 6U. 

Resilved, ‘That the secretay of war be directed to 
report to this louse a copy of an order or letter 
sent by the adjutant general to Lieutenant Brox’: n 
| Bragg, of the United States army, on or about the 





(20th day of March instant, requirmg him to return 
| forthwith to his post, while Lieutenant Bragg was in 
| the city of Washington on an unexpired leave of ab- 
'Ssnee; und aisoto inform the house on what suppo- 
sition that letter or order was predicated; and that 
the said secretary also inform the house whether the 
‘said Lieutenant Bragg has been arrested, and if so 
upon what charges, and whether the proceedings a- 
‘gainst him were not induced by the fears or suspi- 
}cions of the major general commanding in chiet of 
jthe information said Lieutenannt Bragg was sup- 
| posed to be imparting to committees or members of 
|this house. And the said secretary inform the 
jhouse whether the said Lieutenant Bragg was nut 
arrested for remaining in Washington when in at- 
tendance before a committee of this house, after the 
adjutant general had been informed by the chair- 
man of the committee that such was the case. 

Mr. Bidlack, of Pa., reported a joint resolution 
authorising the president of the United States to se- 
lect a permanent home for the Winnebago Indians. 


ver was reported from the committee on commerce. 

Mr. Jickay moved that the house resolve itself 
into committee of the whole, which motion prevail- 
ed, and Mr. Weiler, of Ohio, was called to the chair. 

Army. Mr. WMeKiy, moved to take up the army 
bill. ‘Phe motion prevailed and the bill was first 
read through by sections. 

Mr. Brinkerhojf, of Olio, moved an amendment 
to the bill in the iorm of a proviso, which was that 
|atter July next no appropriation should be made for 
the supportof supernumeraries inthe army, and that 
none should be appointed after that time. 

Mr. McKay, of N. C., contended that the amend 
ment was notin order. ‘The chair decided that it 
was, and the decision was sustained. 

Mr. Brinkerhoff, moditied his amendment to pre- 
vent, as he said, any injustice being done to the oifi- 
cers who would be dismissed. He would move that 
the officers when d.s.nissed, be allowed three months 
extra pay. ‘The amendment gave rise to debate. in 
which a great many members participated. Mr. 
Brinkerhoff and Mr. Johnson, of Tenn., defended the 
amendment upon the ground that the system was ai 

aouse. 

| Mr. Holmes, of S.C., opposed the amendment 
with great earnestness, upon the ground what it 
would produce an injurious effect upon the army. 
Mr. J. a. ingersoll also opposed the amendment, and 
gave tue authority of the head of one of the bu- 
reaus to prove that the officers called supernumera- 
ries were all engaged in public services of sume 
kind. Afterfurther discussing the bill the commit- 
‘ive rose uud the house adjourned. 


| 
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| 
| 
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| A bill to remove the obstructions in Savannah ri- 
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ApJOURNMENT OF Coneress. Mr. Schenck made 
another attempt yesterday to have the rules suspend- 
ed for the purpose of adopting the resolution from 
the senate, to close the session on the 27th of May. 
The vote was, for suspending 80, against it 64, not 
two thirds. 


ANNEXATION OF Texas. Resolutions were intro- 
duced in the popular branch of the legislature of 
Maine, to instruct the senators of that state in con- 
gress, to vote against annexation. They were nega- 
tved, ayes 53, nays 80. : 

Resolutions of similar import were proposed in 
the legislature of New York—and either failed or 
the question on them was averted. 

In both these bodies there are large majori- 
ties of Van Buren men,—whilst many of the whigs, 
their opponents, are in principle opposed to the prac- 
tice of instructing senators. 

4 new domensiration. The Houston, (Texas) De- 
mocrat, of the 13th instant, asserts, that if the expe- 
dient of getting into the Union by treaty, fails, as it 
fears will be the case, for want of a vote of two 
thirds of the senate approving such a treaty, if so, 
says the Democrat: ‘‘We shall then as a united peo- 
ple, present ourselves before the American congress 
on the ground of ricut, for admission as a State, 
under the treaty of cession of Louisiana, which 
places our claim to be admitted on a basis that can- 
not be shaken.” 


A CORDAGE FacToRY, by steam, on an extensive 
scale, is in successful operation near Cincinnati.— 
Ropes of all sizes from half an inch to twelve inch- 
es, are made it a superior manner. 


A BurraLo nunt. The Boonville (Mo.) Obser- 
ver of the 13th inst. says: “Two of our most respect- 
able citizens left yesterday on the steamer Wapello, 
with two Mexicans, nine Osage Indians, an interpre- 
ter, and twelve buffaloes, to be exhibited at Balti- 
more during the conventions in May.” The buffa- 
loes, here spoken of, passed this place yesterday on 
the Walnut Hills. We learn the Indians and Mexi- 
cans have not come on, their keepers not being able 
to get them ready.” 


ALIEN FEMALES. 4n alien wife shauld be naturaliz- 
ed. lt was décided by Judge Kent, in the N. York 
circuit court, on Saturday, that a wife, born abroad, 
and not naturalized, cannot inherit property devised 
to her by a husband. 


Corton, declined gradually in the Liverpool mar- 
ket, from our last quotations, till on the 23d Februa- 
ry, it amounted to $d per pound variation. Arrivals 
from New York that week confirmed the accounts of 
a short crop so decisively, that prices rallied, and had 
recovered the }d at last dates, 4th inst. Sales were 
for week ending— 


9th Feb. 55,480 bales, including 42,680 Amer. 
16th Feb. 40,510 * do. 28,700 do. 
23d Feb. 17,530 * do. 15,000 do. 

ist March, 31,370 “ do. 25,000 do. 


The stock of American in Liverpool was 432,000 
bales, being 175,000 over the stock of last year at 
the same time. Prices, 4th March, Upland 5 to 6 1-2, 
fair 6d., Orleans 5 to 7, fair 65, Mobile 5 to 63, fair 
6 1-8;5-8 and Alabama and Tennessee 4 7-8 to 6. 

The news by the Caledonia had the effect of de- 
pen prices at New York about } cent per lb., 

ut holders generally were in good spirits, and firm. 

Charleston, March 23. Sales 5,645 beles, at7aQ93, 
prices rather drooping. 


Dearus at Baltimore during the last week 43, of 
which 12 were under one vear, 6 were free colored, 
3 slaves; 9 died of consumption. 

The northern mail brings us the intelligence of the 
death of General Peter B. Porter, at his residence at 
Niagara, aged 71 years. His history 1s closely allied 
with that of the United States, for his services during 
the late war; but it is also with the history of western 
New York, which is under more obligations to him 
than to any other man she ever claimed as a citizen. 


Dwarr anp Giants. This country is ina fair 
way to obtain reputation for paying for sights, if not 
for paying debts. A dwarf, only 23 inches high, and 
a mountain of a man, larger than the Belgium giant, 
with his wife, a fair match, took passage in the ship 
Yorkshire, from Liverpool, on the 3d inst. for New 
York, for the purpose of picking crumbs from Ame- 
rican curiosity! 


Enocive expLosion. A locomotive on the Peters- 
burg and Roanoke railroad, on the 22d inst., was in- 
cautiously allowed to accumulate steam whilst the 
train stopped to replace a car that had got off the 
track. On returning to his post, the engineer let on the 
steam to start instantly explosion took place, the en- 


| 


| 


gine was torn to atoms, the engineer was cut into 
three pieces, one of his firemen killed and the other 
dangerously scalded and wounded. Fragments of 
the engine and boiler were blown all over the town 
of Petersburg,—a piece of the boiler weighing over 
200 Ibs. was found two hundred yards distant.” 


Exections. Pennsylvania, Allegany district. The 
special election for a representative to congress in 
place of Wm. Wilkins, esq. on the 15th inst. resulted 
as follows: 


Darragh, (whig,) 4,315 
Gazzam, (V. B.) 3,541 
Craig, (abolition, ) 634 


Fei majority over Gazzam, 774—over both 
On the 5th of April a special election is to take 
place for representative in place of Mr. Frick, de- 
ceased. 

The Connecticut elections take place next Monday. 
Elections for congressmen from tie 5th and 7th dis- 
agg of Maine, are again to be attempted on the same 

ay. 

Fiour anp Grain. Liverpool, March 4. Wheat 
24 a 25s—duty 18s per quarter. The corn market 
which was buoyant at the beginning of February, is 
for the past fortnight dull at declining prices; in the 
course of the month considerable United States flour 
was sold in bond at 23s 6da 24s 6d per barrel, which 
is about the present price. The duty on flour this 
week 10s 10d per barrel, and little prospeet of being 
lower. Canada flour, duty paid 31 a 32s per barrel. 

Prices remain quiet. At New York $4 873 to $5.. 
At Baltimore $4 62; a $4 50. 


Fires. At Newark, N. J., on the 23d, a large In- 
dia-rubber factory, and a number of dwellings were 
destroyed—loss estimated at $68,350. 

The Baptist church, corner of Oliver and Henry 
streets, New York, (Dr. Cone’s) burnt on the 23d— 
value $18,000. 

The large candle factory of Smith & Curlett, cor- 
ner of Holliday and Pleasant streets, Baltimore, was 
destroyed on the 23d instant—loss estimated at 25,000 
doljars, including a large stock of materials. Two- 
thirds insured. 

A fire took place at Manchester, England, on the 
2d inst. which destroyed property valued at half of a 
million of dollars. Most of which were warehouses. 


Gas ticHt. In England, Ireland, and Scotland 
the large sum of $100,000,000 is annually expended 
in the consumption of gas; and, in London alone, the 
sum paid has exceeded $10,000,000 annually. 


Gop mines. Lumps of gold weighing severally 
296, 196, 107, 87, and 60 dwts. have iately been found 
near Lincolnton, N. C. 


Great WeEsTERN IRON works. These extensive 
works, including 2000 acres of land were sold on 
Monday last at Kittanning by the sheriff of Arm- 
strong county for $171,000, which covered a mort- 
gage of $120,000—the judgment creditors and some 
other claims in the hands of attorneys. The pur- 
chaser was Mr. Pray of Boston. [Pittsburg Gaz. 

Henry Cray, on his excursion, so far, has been 
received, by the citizens of the respective towns 
and cities in his route, with a warm cordiali- 
ty, without respect to parties. He reached Mobile 
on the 16th. On the Isth, a formal complementary 
}address was made to him by W. Por, Esq., on behalf 
of the citizens, to which Mr. C. responded in a 
speech of some two hours. On the 2ist Mr. C. ar- 
rived at Savannah. 

The Charleston Mercury of the 22d says, ‘*Mr. 
Clay was to arrive in Savannah yesterday. We sup- 
pose he will reach this city by the way of Augusta 
—when, we are not informed. It is understood that 
Mr. Calhoun will be here on Saturday or Sunday on 
his way to Washington. It is not impossible they 
may be here at the same time, which would be an 
odd coincidence. _It is not thought probable how- 
ever that in any event Mr. Calhoun would consent to 
dance at the Clay ball.” 


Tue Meruopist Episcorpat Annvat ConFERENCE, 
has been in session this week at the city of Wash- 
ington, composed of about two hundred members, 
and coming from all the region between Northum- 
berland county, Pennsylvania, and the lower Rap- 
pahannock, Virginia. A proposition to divide the 
district by a line drawn from the Patuxent to the 
Point of Rocks, &c., and make two conferences, was 
discussed again, and after being agreed on, was re- 
considered. It seems to be conceded that the dis- 
trict is to be divided, but the line of division is left 
unsettled. 

The splendid new Methodist pew church, eorner 
of Charlies and Fayette street, Baltimore, was dedi- 
eated on the 25th inst. Bishop Sours officiated. 
Professor Dursin preached in the evening to a most 
crowded audience. 
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A question involving the appointment of a candj- 
date to thé ministry, who held slaves, contrary to 
the discipline of society, as some maintain, occasion. 
ed some difficulty in the conference, which fina]! 
decided against admitting the candidate, until he 
complies with the discipline. Not satisfied with the 
decision, the applicant, (Mr. Harding,) notified that 
he should appeal to the general conference. 


MANUMOTIVE RAILWAY CARRIAGE. The London 
Railway Times states, thata railway car propelled 
by the hand, is in use upon the London and Graydon 
railway. It is light and elegant in its appearance, 
and will carry seven or eight persons at the rate of 
eighteen miles an hour. It has been propelled a dis. 
tance of three miles up an incline of 1 in 100, in se. 
venteen minutes. It is intended to be used by eng- 
neers in traversing the line in inspecting repairs and 
other works, going on inconnection with the work , 


New TarirF Bitt. Negativing a motion made by 
Mr. McKay, who reported the bill, to make it the 
special order of the day, for a given day, is as yet the 
only indication given of the disposition of the house, 
upon the subject. Meantime, memorials and petitions 
are pouring into both houses from almost every direc- 
tion, imploring them to let the existing tariff alone, 
which appears to be working so well for the coun- 
try. 


Post Orrice Laws The United States senate 
devoted yesterday to the consideration of Mr. Mer- 
rick’s bill, and that gentleman explained the position 
of the question and the provisions of his bill. Mr. 
Wricur submitted certain amendments, further cur- 
tailing the franking privileges of members, when the 
subject was laid over for the day. 


PROVISION MARKET, Cincinnati, March 21. — Business 
active the last week. About a million pounds of pork 
sold, shoulders 23; sides 33; hams4a4j. Bacon—shoul- 
ders 22; sides 35 a4; hams 45. Barrel pork dull at $6, 
8 a 9 for prime mess and clear. Lard first rate and best 
readily commands 53; common 4} to 5}. 


PopuLaTion. Few places can beat Maryland for 
anything, on a fair race. Mrs. Bargen, a lady of 
Middtetown Valley, Frederick county, has present- 
ed her husband with seven children within the Jast 
eighteen months; three at one birth, and four the 
other day, at another. 


REVOLUTIONARY VETERAN. Stephen Turvill, one of 
the relics, died at Charlotte, Vermont, last week, 
aged 101 years. 


Reutciovs tropics. On the 11th Jan., for the first 
time for 150 years past, the Pope of Rome conde- 


}scended to consecrate in person as bishops, four 


Candinals. 


Srocks. Few that are out of the immediate cir- 
cles of stock gambling, have an idea of the extent 
to which it is carried. The late explosion of a Texas 
treaty, actually made fortunes for some, and of 
course, ruined others. ‘The New York correspon- 
dent of the North American writes: ‘The house of 
Little & Co., made a small fortune by buying Ohio 
sixes. One broker paid $80,000 in Harlam diffe- 
rences, and waddled out of the state without a fea- 
ther to his back.” 

Apprehensions of war, &c. having somewhat sub- 
sided, prices have adventured up again, cautiously, 
however. 

London, March 4. American securities remain 
inactive, but steady. N. York fives 91 to 92; Penn- 
sylvania 61 to 615; Ohio 389; Indiana 32 to 34; [inois 
38 to 40; Mississippi 45; Virginia 91; and U.S. Bank 
shares 19 to 20. 


“Specie. Bullion continues to accumulate in the 
Bank of England, in which upwards of 76 millions of 
dollars are in vault! 


Streamers. We knew a man of genius, who in 
exercise of his talents amused himself im construct- 
ing in an upper room of his dwelling, a splendid 
family coach, and finally found out that he could not 
get it launched, without pulling down one side of [is 
house. Another genius not far from the Potomac 
is said to have spent $25,000 in errecting a mill, be- 
fore discovering that he could not get the water to it, 
by which its machinery was to have been propelled. 
The English engineers it is now said, have built the 
mammoth iron steamer ‘“‘Great Britain” too large to 
pass out of the Bristol dock, through which only she 
can reach the River Avon. 


Tempest. Dr. Barber and 26 others lost their 
lives recently in a frightful tempest inreturning from 
Erzeroum to Tarsus, in Asia Minor. Dr. Barber was 
attached to the Quarantine at the latter place. 


Tue CHESAPEAKE AND Onto CANAL, is now in ope- 
ration from dam No. 6 to Georgetown, D. C., aud 
thence by the new Alexandria canal, to the lat 
ver eity, and doing it js said, an active business. 
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